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0DLQVWUHDP PHGLD UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV RYHUZKHOPLQJO\ IROORZ DGXDO
RYHUVLPSOLILFDWLRQ GLFKRWRPL]LQJ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVas “good” or “bad” according to 
QRUPDWLYH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO FRQVWUXFWV RUGLVPLVVLQJ WKHP DOWRJHWKHU :LWK UHJDUGV WR
,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ WKH WHQGHQF\ LVWRZDUG WKHODWWHU HUDVXUH ,QPDQ\ FRPPXQLWLHV DQGVRFLDO
VSDFHVKRZHYHU ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ DUHYLVLEOH DQGYRFDO OHDGHUV ,QWKLV WKHVLV ,H[SORUH
KRZ\RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV WDNHDGYDQWDJH RIVRFLDO PHGLD DIIRUGDQFHV WR
UHYLWDOL]H ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGUHFRQVWUXFW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ (QJDJLQJ WKH FRQFHSW
RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH ,GUDZRQLQWHUYLHZV FRQGXFWHG ZLWK QLQH ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ
OHDGHUV IURP <XNRQ WRHOXFLGDWH ZKDW UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVKLS ORRNV OLNH LQSUDFWLFH ,
DUJXH WKDW WKHSUD[HVRIFRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ DQGLGHQWLW\ UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ WKDW WKHVHQLQH
ZRPHQ GHPRQVWUDWH RQVRFLDO PHGLD DUHHYHU\GD\ DFWVRI,QGLJHQRXV UHVLVWDQFH DQG
UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ %\ UHFODLPLQJ DQGUHSUHVHQWLQJ LQGLYLGXDO LGHQWLWLHV ZLWKLQ WKH VDIH
FRPPXQLWLHV DQGFRQWHVWHG VSDFHVRFFXSLHG WKURXJK VRFLDO PHGLD ,VXJJHVW WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPHQ OHDGHUV HPSRZHU WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLDO PHGLD DXGLHQFHV WRUHFRQVWUXFW WKHLU RZQ
LGHQWLWLHV LQ WXUQ 0RUHRYHU ,VXSSRUW WKHQRWLRQ WKDW HYHU\GD\ DFWVRI UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ KDYH WKH
FXPXODWLYH SRZHUWRVXEWO\ DQGVORZO\ SURYRNHSURIRXQG GLVFXUVLYH VKLIWV :KLOH WKHVHQLQH
women’s VRFLDO PHGLD LQWHUYHQWLRQV DUHSULPDULO\ LQWHQGHG WRHPSRZHU RWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV LQ GHWHUPLQLQJ SHUVRQDO LGHQWLWLHV ,FRQFOXGH WKDW WKH\ DUHDOVR FKDOOHQJLQJ






7KLV WKHVLV LV IRU.OXDQH $GDPHN&ODLUH $QGHUVRQ $QJHOD &RGH6DPDQWKD 'DZVRQ
(ULQ /LQNODWHU -HQHHQ )UHL1MRRWOL (ULQ 3DXOV&KDQWDO 5RQGHDX DQG0HODLQD 6KHOGRQ 7KH
ZLOOLQJQHVV WRVKDUH WKHLU H[SHULHQFHV DQGLQVLJKWV ZLWK PH DQGWKH LQWHOOHFWXDO DQGHPRWLRQDO
JHQHURVLW\ WKDW WKHVHQLQH ZRPHQ RIIHUHG PDGH WKLV SURMHFW SRVVLEOH DQGLQWR ZKDW LW LV WRGD\
,KRSHWKDW WKHSDJHVWKDW IROORZ DWOHDVW EHJLQ WRFRQYH\ HDFKRIWKHLU VSLULWV HORTXHQW YRLFHV
DQGUHPDUNDEOH VWUHQJWKV
,ZRXOG OLNH WRJLYH P\ VLQFHUH WKDQNV WR.DWLH -RKQVRQ 6KLUOH\ )URVW5RELQ
%UDGDVFK 0DULO\Q -HQVHQ DQG0HJDQ -HQVHQ IRU RIIHULQJ LGHDV DQGVKDULQJ VWRULHV WKDW
LQIRUPHG P\ WKLQNLQJ WKURXJKRXW WKHZULWLQJ RIWKLV WKHVLV
7KLV SURMHFWZDVFRQFHSWXDOL]HG DQGFRPSOHWHG RQWKHWUDGLWLRQDO WHUULWRULHV RI WKH
Kwanlin Dün, Ta’an Kwäch’lQ xʷməθkwəy̓əP 6NZ[Ź7mesh, Stó:lō and 
6əl̓́ OZəWDʔ6HOLOZLWXOK DQG.DQLHQ’NHKiND SHRSOHV ,JLYH P\ VLQFHUHVW WKDQNV WRWKHVH
FRPPXQLWLHV IRUDFFHSWLQJ P\SUHVHQFHRQWKHLU ODQGV DQGRIIHU WKLV WKHVLV LQ JUDWLWXGH
'HHSWKDQNV DUHGXHWRP\ VXSHUYLVRU 'U6DQGUD*DEULHOH IRU KHUJXLGDQFH DQG
HQFRXUDJHPHQW WKURXJKRXW P\HQWLUH H[SHULHQFH DW&RQFRUGLD DQGPRVW LPSRUWDQWO\ GXULQJ
WKHZULWLQJ RIWKLV WKHVLV ,ZRXOG DOVR OLNH WRWKDQN P\ VHFRQG UHDGHU'U)HQZLFN
0F.HOYH\ IRUKLV VXSSRUW DQGIRU KLV HQWKXVLDVWLF SHGDJRJ\ 7RP\ WKLUG UHDGHU'U
(OL]DEHWK )DVWPDQ\ WKDQNV IRU VHUYLQJ RQP\ FRPPLWWHH )LQDOO\ ,ZRXOG OLNH WRWKDQN WKH
&DQDGLDQ 3RODU&RPPLVVLRQ IRU ILQDQFLDOO\ VXSSRUWLQJ P\ UHVHDUFK LQ WKH1RUWK
&KHOVHD %DUQHWW '\ODQ %R\NR DQG0LFKHOOH 0DFNOHP WKDQNV IRU WKHJHQHUDWLYH
FRQYHUVDWLRQV HGLWLQJ VHUYLFHV DQGVKUHZGFRPPHQWV WKDW KDYH FULWLFDOO\ VKDSHG WKLV SURMHFW
$GGLWLRQDO WKDQNV DUHRZHGWR0LFKHOOH DQG&KHOVHD DVZHOO DVP\ IULHQGV DQGDFDGHPLF
DOOLHV -HQQLIHU 0DWFKHWW .DLWOLQ 6WHSKHQV DQG9pURQLTXH +HUU\6DLQW2QJH IRUSURYLGLQJ
PHZLWK HQGOHVV LQVSLUDWLRQ DQGVXSSRUW
:LWKRXW P\ IDPLO\ WKLV WKHVLV ZRXOG KDYH EHHQQHLWKHU VWDUWHGQRUILQLVKHG 0\
VLVWHU $OH[ +LOO KDVEHHQP\ LQWHOOHFWXDO FRPUDGHP\ JUHDWHVW FKDPSLRQ DQGP\EHVWIULHQG
VLQFH GD\RQH7KDQN \RX$O IRU JHWWLQJ PH WKURXJK P\GDUNHVWPRPHQWV DQGEHLQJ D
FRQVLVWHQW OLJKW LQ P\ OLIH 0\SDUHQWV0DU\/XPEHUV DQG7RQ\ +LOO GHVHUYHP\ ZKROH
KHDUWHG WKDQNV IRU DOLIHWLPH RI ORYH DQGFDUH0XP WKDQN \RX IRU DOZD\V UHPLQGLQJ PH WKDW
WKH UHZDUGVRI KDUGZRUNVKRXOG QRWFRPHDWWKH H[SHQVHRI IXQ 'DG\RX DUHWKH URFNRI RXU
IDPLO\ 7KDQN \RX IRUVXSSRUWLQJ PHLQ DOO RIP\ SXUVXLWV IURP WKRVH\RXXQGHUVWRRG WRWKH
RQHVWKDW FDXVHG\RX WRUDLVH WKDW ULJKW H\HEURZ 

+LOO Y
)LQDOO\ P\ SDUWQHU0DWWKHZ .DULDWVXPDUL PXVW EHJLYHQ VSHFLDO WKDQNV 7KDQN \RX
0DWWIRU EHLQJ DQ LQFUHGLEOH VRXQGLQJ ERDUGFKHHUOHDGHU DQG FRDFKGXULQJ WKHZULWLQJ RI
WKLV WKHVLV DQGHYHU\GD\:RUGVVLPSO\ FDQQRW GRMXVWLFH WRDOO WKDW \RXRIIHU PHRUWKH














































It’s aKRW DQGKXPLG PRUQLQJ LQ 0RQWUpDO DQG)UHQFKVSHDNLQJ YRLFHV IURP WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ
FUHZZRUNLQJ DQG FKLOGUHQ SOD\LQJ EHORZSOXV RFFDVLRQDO KRQNV IURP PRUQLQJ FRPPXWHUV
GULIW LQWRP\ OLYLQJ URRP WKURXJK WKHRSHQZLQGRZ 7KLV LVWKHNLQGRI VFHQH–EXV\ QRLV\
DQGWDNLQJ SODFH LQ DODnguage that I don’t fully understand –WKDW UHPLQGV PH MXVW KRZ
GLIIHUHQW P\ FXUUHQW KRPH LV IURP WKHSODFH ,VWLOO FDOO KRPH :KLWHKRUVH <XNRQ)HHOLQJ D
SDQJRIKRPHVLFNQHVV ,SLFNXSP\ ODSWRS RSHQP\ZHEEURZVHU DQGORJ LQ WR)DFHERRN$V
,VFUROO WKURXJK P\QHZVIHHG ,DPLQXQGDWHG ZLWK UHPLQGHUV RIWKH FRPPXQLW\ WKDW ,DP
PLVVLQJ SLFWXUHV RIDIRUPHU FROOHDJXH SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH<XNRQ 5LYHU 4XHVW DQDUWLFOH
SRVWHGE\WKH<XNRQ1HZVabout a protest over the government’s decision to appeal the 
<XNRQ 6XSUHPH&RXUW UXOLQJ RQWKH3HHO:DWHUVKHG /DQG8VH3ODQ DQXSGDWH IURP DIULHQG
DQQRXQFLQJ KHUH[FLWHPHQW DERXW WUDYHOOLQJ WR-XQHDX $ODVND IRUWKHXSFRPLQJ 7OLQJLW
+DLGD DQG7VLPVKLDQ &HOHEUDWLRQ ZLWK DOLQN WRWKHHYHQW ZHESDJHZKLFK ZHOFRPHV DOO
,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHWRFRPHDQGOHDUQ DERXWWKHVH FXOWXUHV 6HDODVND
+HULWDJH “Celebration 2016 to Kick Off Next Week,” 0D\,SRVWP\RZQ VWDWXV
XSGDWH WRWHOO IULHQGV WKDW ,KDYH DWULS KRPH VFKHGXOHG LQ DIHZZHHNVDQGZDQW WRNQRZ
ZKDW HYHQWV DUHKDSSHQLQJ ZKLOH ,DP LQ:KLWHKRUVH DQGDIHZRWKHU FRPPXQLWLHV 'R]HQV RI
IULHQGV OLNH DQG FRPPHQW RQP\ VWDWXV H[FLWHG IRUP\ UHWXUQ WRWKHSODFHZHDOO DJUHH LVVR
VSHFLDO DQG HDJHUWRWDON DERXWXSFRPLQJ VRFLDO DQGFXOWXUDO HYHQWV 7RJHWKHU WKHVH WKLQJV
UHSUHVHQW VRPHRI WKHGLYHUVLW\ RI WKHVPDOO EXWSDVVLRQDWH DQGFORVHNQLW SRSXODFH RIP\
KRPH FRPPXQLW\ <XNRQHUV DUHSURXGRIWKHXQLTXH SODFHZHFDOO KRPHZKLFK LQ PDQ\
ZD\V LV VWLOO LVRODWHG IURP WKHUHVWRI&DQDGDWRWKH VRXWK1RWMXVW JHRJUDSKLFDOO\ EXW DOVR
VRFLDOO\ FXOWXUDOO\ DQGSROLWLFDOO\ <XNRQ UHPDLQV DGLVWLQFW UHJLRQ LQ&DQDGD&RDWHVDQG

+LOO 
3RHO]HU . “2XWVLGH” LQIOXHQFH LV VORZ WRPDNH LWVZD\QRUWK DQG<XNRQHUV HPERG\ DQ
HWKRVRIGRLQJ WKLQJV LQ WKH UHOD[HG \HWWKRXJKWIXO PDQQHU WKDW LV DIIHFWLRQDWHO\ UHIHUUHG WRDV
being “on Yukon time.”
'HVSLWH WKHSODWLWXGHV WKDW GHILQH VRPHDVSHFWV RIWKH“<XNRQHU” LGHQWLW\ WKHUH DUH
PDQ\ GLIIHUHQFHV LQZKDW GDLO\ OLIH LVOLNH IRU UHVLGHQWV RICanada’s smallest territory $IWHU
FRPSOHWLQJ P\XQGHUJUDGXDWH GHJUHH ,UHWXUQHG WR:KLWHKRUVH DQGEHJDQ DMRELQ$ERULJLQDO
5HODWLRQV ZLWK WKH*RYHUQPHQW RI<XNRQ:KLOH ZRUNLQJ WKHUH ,EHJDQ WRWUXO\ FRPSUHKHQG
WKDW RXUFRPPRQ VHOILGHQWLILFDWLRQ DV<XNRQHUV GRHVQRWPHDQ WKDWP\ IHOORZ <XNRQHUV DQG
,VKDUH WKH VDPHXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKHSODFHZHFDOO KRPH ,DPDILUVW JHQHUDWLRQ <XNRQHU –
P\SDUHQWV ZHUHERWKERUQ LQ7RURQWR DVZHUHP\ JUDQGSDUHQWV 6HYHUDO JHQHUDWLRQV SULRU WR
that, my mother’s ancestors immigrated to Canada from ,WDO\ :DOHV DQG(QJODQG DQGP\
father’s side comprises French, German, and (QJOLVK VHWWOHUV 0\SDUHQWV DUHDGYHQWXURXV
SHRSOHZKRZHUHGUDZQ WR:KLWHKRUVH LQ WKHVGXHWRWKH Vmall city’s thriving DUWVDQG
FXOWXUDO VFHQHRSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU HQWUHSUHQHXUV DQGSUR[LPLW\ WRQDWXUH 0DQ\ RIWKHKDSSLHVW
PRPHQWV RIP\FKLOGKRRG ZHUHVHWLQ WKH<XNRQ ZLOGHUQHVV –VNLLQJ KLNLQJ FDPSLQJ DQG
H[SORULQJ 0\ IRQGHVW PHPRULHV DUHRI VXPPHrs spent at our family’s cabin just outside of 
$WOLQ DWLQ\ WRZQ DERXW NLORPHWHUV VRXWK RIWKHERUGHUEHWZHHQ <XNRQ DQG%ULWLVK
&ROXPELD 2XUFDELQ GRHVQRW KDYH HOHFWULFLW\ OHW DORQH:L)L VRLG\OOLF FKLOGKRRG GD\V
ZHUHVSHQW UHDGLQJ FDQRHLQJ DURXQG WKHED\FDWFKLQJ WDGSROHV DQGSOD\LQJ ZLWK P\ VLVWHU LQ
WKHZRRGV6XFK IRUPDWLYH H[SHULHQFHV OHG WRP\ JUHDW DSSUHFLDWLRQ IRUWKHQDWXUDO EHDXW\
DQGSHUKDSV HYHQ VSLULWXDO TXDOLWLHV RIWKH<XNRQ ODQGVFDSH LW LVDQ DSSUHFLDWLRQ WKDW ,
EHOLHYH ,VKDUHZLWK PRVW<XNRQHUV 

As a born and raised Yukoner, I can attest that fellow “sourdoughs” (i.e., people who have weathered D
FRPSOHWHZLQWHU LQ<XNRQ UHIHUgenerally to any place that is not within Yukon’s borders as “Outside.” 
6LPLODUO\ ZKHQD<XNRQHU UHWXUQVIURP WUDYHOVRXWVLGHRIWKHWHUULWRU\ WKH\DUHFRPPRQO\ DVNHGKRZWKHLUWULS




)RUVRPH<XNRQHUV KRZHYHU WKH FRQQHFWLRQ WR<XNRQ ODQG UXQVGHHSHUDQGKDV
EHHQSDVVHGGRZQIRU JHQHUDWLRQV $OWKRXJK ,KDYH ORQJ KDG DQDZDUHQHVVRI ,QGLJHQRXV
Yukoners’ claims to the lands that are now called Yukon, I did not realize until ZRUNLQJ LQ
$ERULJLQDO 5HODWLRQV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV LQ<XNRQ DUHVWLOO HQWDQJOHG LQ
FRQVWDQW GLVSXWHV ZLWK WKH IHGHUDO DQGWHUULWRULDO JRYHUQPHQWV DVZHOO DVQXPHURXV
FRUSRUDWLRQV RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV RYHUWKH ULJKWV WRDQG
PDQDJHPHQW RIWKHLU WUDGLWLRQDO WHUULWRULHV LQ <XNRQ 6LPLODUO\ ,NQHZDELW DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV
FXOWXUHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV LQ <XNRQ IURP P\ ,QGLJHQRXV IULHQGV P\KLJK VFKRRO HGXFDWLRQ
DQGWKH ORFDO PHGLD EXWGLGQRWUHDOL]H WKHH[WHQW RIWKHYDULHW\ EHWZHHQ WKHVH XQWLO ,GLG
VRPHZRUNWRHGXFDWHP\VHOI )RUWXQDWHO\ WKH OHDUQLQJ SURFHVVGLGQRWWDNHORQJ $VVRRQDV
,EHJDQ WRORRNG\QDPLF ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUHV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGSHRSOHVZHUHDOO DURXQG PH
LQ<XNRQ 
(YHQ IURP P\FXUUHQW SRVWLQ 0RQWUpDO WKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH
FRPPXQLW\ DQGLGHQWLW\ WKDW ,VHHRQ)DFHERRNDQG7ZLWWHU SURYLGH DFRPSOH[ DQGSRVLWLYH
FRXQWHU WRWKRVHREVHUYDEOH LQ WKHPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD 7KLV WKHVLV SURYLGHV HYLGHQFH RI WKH
GLVFRQQHFW EHWZHHQ GRPLQDQW VHWWOHUFRORQLDO PHGLD UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHDQG
FRPPXQLWLHV LQ&DQDGDDQGWKHSROLWLFV DQGSUDFWLFHV RIUHVXUJHQFH WKDW DUHDFWXDOO\ EHLQJ
HPERGLHG E\PDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DQGSDUWLFXODUO\ DJURXSRIQLQH \RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPHQ LQ <XNRQ P\ FROODERUDWRUV 5DWKHU WKDQ FRQVLGHULQJ DWOHQJWK KRZPDLQVWUHDP
PHGLD UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV QHJDWLYHO\ DIIHFW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WKRXJK ,IRFXV RQP\
collaborators’ quotidian praxes of Indigenous resurgence on social media. I examine how my 
FROODERUDWRUV DUHXVLQJ VRFLDO PHGLD DVDWRRO IRUFRQQHFWLQJ DQGEXLOGLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV DQGDVDVSDFHZKHUH WKH\ FDQSUDFWLFH DQGSURPRWH UHVXUJHQFH DPRQJ WKH
VWURQJ DQGVXSSRUWLYH FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW WKH\ KDYHKHOSHG WREXLOG 0\DUJXPHQWV DUHEDVHG
RQWKHSUHPLVH WKDWPHGLD UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV LQFOXGLQJ RQVRFLDO PHGLD DUHSDUWRIWKHSURFHVV

+LOO 
RILGHQWLW\ IRUPDWLRQ )URP What premise, I use my collaborators’ statements as evidence to 
VXJJHVW WKDW WKH\ DUHVWUDWHJLFDOO\ DSSURSULDWLQJ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHLQRUGHUWRDUWLFXODWH WKH
LQGLYLGXDO DQGFROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV WKDW WKH\ HQYLVLRQ IRU WKHPVHOYHV DQGWKHLU
FRPPXQLWLHV ,QRUGHUWRGRVR,GHPRQVWUDWH WKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV KDYHSRVLWLRQHG
themselves as influential emerging leaders within Yukon’s Indigenous and non,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV ,DUJXH WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV KDYH H[WHQGHG WKHLU OHDGHUVKLS IURP WKHLU RIIOLQH
H[SHULHQFHV LQWR WKHRQOLQH UHDOP E\EXLOGLQJ HPSRZHUHG FRPPXQLWLHV RI ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH
RQVRFLDO PHGLD ZKLFK LQWHQVLILHV WKHLU LQIOXHQFH DVOHDGHUV LQ WXUQ )LQDOO\ ,VXJJHVW WKDWP\
collaborators’ representational praxes of Indigenous identity infOXHQFH WKHLU DXGLHQFHV LQ ERWK
RQOLQH DQGRIIOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV 6XFKSRVLWLYH OHDGHUVKLS KHOSV WRFUHDWHDQG WUDQVPLW DQ
DIIHFW ZLWKLQ FHUWDLQ ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHVWKDW LV GHFRORQL]LQJ HPSRZHULQJ DQG
VRPHWLPHV HYHQ PRELOL]LQJ IRU ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV DOLNH 
2YHUWKHSDVWGHFDGHLQFUHDVLQJ DFFHVVWRWKH,QWHUQHW DQGVRFLDO PHGLD VLWHV KDV
FUHDWHGDQXQSUHFHGHQWHG GHJUHHRI FRQQHFWLYLW\ LQ<XNRQ DQGKDVSURYLGHG <XNRQHUV ZLWK
QHZFKDQQHOV IRUEURDGFDVWLQJ WKHLU YRLFHV ZLWKLQ WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV DQGWRWKHUHVW RI
&DQDGD<XNRQHUV WRGD\ HQMR\EHWWHU FRPPXQLFDWLRQV FRQQHFWLYLW\ WKDQ HYHU EHIRUH EXWWKH
ODWHVW UHSRUWE\WKH&DQDGLDQ ,QWHUQHW 5HJLVWUDWLRQ $XWKRULW\ &,5$ IRXQG WKDW ,QWHUQHW
GRZQORDG DQGXSORDG VSHHGVLQ <XNRQ DUHVWLOO WKH E\IDUWKH VORZHVW LQ WKH FRXQWU\
“Manitoba internet speeds 2QGslowest in Canada,” 29 $SULO $OWKRXJK PHWKRGV XVHG
LQ WKH&,5$UHSRUWPD\ KDYH UHVXOWHG LQ LQDFFXUDWH UHSRUWLQJ IRU1XQDYXW &,5$$SULO
VLPLODU VWXGLHV UHSRUWHG WKDW ,QWHUQHW FRQQHFWLYLW\ IRUUHVLGHQWV RIDOO WKUHH QRUWKHUQ
WHUULWRULHV LVPXFK VORZHU DQGFRVWOLHU WKDQ IRU WKHLU VRXWKHUQ FRXQWHUSDUWV 1RUGLFLW\ 
0HDQZKLOH UHFHQW HFRQRPLF LQLWLDWLYHV KDYH SRVLWLRQHG WKHQRUWKHUQ WHUULWRULHV LQ WKHOHDG LQ
&DQDGDLQ WHUPV RI*'3JURZWK 'HYHORSPHQWV LQ WKH1RUWK JHQHUDWH HFRQRPLF EHQHILWV IRU
&DQDGDEXWGRQRW SURSRUWLRQDWHO\ EHQHILW QRUWKHUQHUV GXHWRLQDGHTXDWH FRPPXQLFDWLRQV

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LQIUDVWUXFWXUH ,IPDGH VXIILFLHQWO\ DYDLODEOH PRGHUQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQV WHFKQRORJLHV KDYH WKH
SRZHUWRDIIRUG QRUWKHUQ UHVLGHQWV LQFUHDVHG DFFHVVWRHGXFDWLRQ EXVLQHVV DQGHFRQRPLF
RSSRUWXQLWLHV DVZHOO DVUHGXFHGKHDOWKFDUH FRVWVDQG LPSURYHPHQWV WRSXEOLF VDIHW\ ,ELG
0RUHDWWHQWLRQ PXVW EHSDLGWRGHYHORSLQJ DQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIKRZFRPPXQLFDWLRQ
WHFKQRORJLHV DIIHFW QRW RQO\ HFRQRPLF EXW DOVR VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO FRQGLWLRQV IRU UHVLGHQWV RI
Canada’s NRUWKLQFOXGLQJ LQ <XNRQ6XFK DQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ PD\ SURYLGH WKHFDWDO\VW IRU
JRYHUQPHQWV WRLQYHVW LQ PXFK QHHGXSJUDGHV WRFRPPXQLFDWLRQ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH ILQDOO\
DOORZLQJ DFFHVVWRWKH“reliable and affordable communication services [that] are seen as a 
IRXQGDWLRQ IRU1RUWKHUQHUV WRPHHWPDQ\ RIWKH VRFLReconomic challenges they face” (,ELG 
,QWKHPHDQWLPH VRFLDO PHGLD LV DOORZLQJ <XNRQHUV OLNH PHZKR DUHWHPSRUDULO\
RXWVLGH WRNHHSWDEVRQZKDW LV KDSSHQLQJ LQ RXUKRPH FRPPXQLWLHV ZKLOH DOVR LQYLWLQJ
LQWHUHVWHG RXWVLGHUV WRGLVFRYHU ZKDW VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO OLIH LV OLNH IRUUHVLGHQWV RI &DQDGa’s 
OHDVWNQRZQ QRUWKHUQ WHUULWRU\ $OLD :KLOH WKH ILVFDO DQGVRFLRHFRQRPLF LPSOLFDWLRQV
RIWKH UHODWLYH LQFUHDVH LQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQV FRQQHFWLYLW\ LQ<XNRQ KDVEHHQH[DPLQHG WKURXJK
JRYHUQPHQWDO VWXGLHV DQGKDVHYHQ HQMR\HG VRPHGLVFXVVLRQ LQ WKHQDWLRQDO QHZVPHGLD
FRPSUHKHQVLYH VWXGLHV RI KRZWKLV VKLIW LV LPSDFWLQJ WKHFXOWXUDO LGHQWLWLHV DQGVRFLDO OLYHV RI
SHRSOH LQ<XNRQ DQGPRVW GUDVWLFDOO\ LWV ILUVW SHRSOHVDUHQRWLFHDEO\ DEVHQW1RWVLQFH




FRPPXQLFDWLRQV WHFKQRORJ\,&7 LQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQ<XNRQQHHGVWREHLPSOHPHQWHG RUXSJUDGHGVRWKDW
UHVLGHQWVFDQHQMR\HTXDORSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUEURDGEDQGFRQQHFWLYLW\DQGFRPSDUDEOHFRVWVWRWKHLU6RXWKHUQ
FRXQWHUSDUWV7KHVHUHSRUWVSURYLGHHFRQRPLFDQGVRFLRHFRQRPLFUDWLRQDOHVIRUXSJUDGLQJ,&7 LQ<XNRQ DQG
HPSKDVL]H UHVXOWVOLNH LQFUHDVHGQDWLRQDODQGWHUULWRULDO*'3 DQGMREVDQGDGGLWLRQDOLQFRPH IURP DQGWD[HVDV
benefits of increased service to underserved Yukon communities. See CRTC, “Northwestel Inc. –5HJXODWRU\
)UDPHZRUN 0RGHUQL]DWLRQ3ODQDQGUHODted matters,”18 December 2013; and Nordicity, “Northern 
Connectivity: Ensuring Quality Communications,” January 2014.
&RQWHPSRUDU\ QDWLRQDOQHZVPHGLD FRYHUDJHRQWKHVWDWHRIFRPPXQLFDWLRQVLQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQ<XNRQ JHQHUDOO\
UHSRUWWKHUHVXOWVRIJRYHUQPHQWDOVWXGLHVDQGHPSKDVL]H WKHLPSRUWDQFHRI,&7 LQIUDVWUXFWXUHDVQHFHVVDU\WR
drive economic growth in the North. Examples include: Jamie Sturgeon, “BCE’s NorthwesTel proposes $233M 
plan to boost Northern telco services, roll out 3G,” 17 January 2013; Vela Thandiwe, “NorthwesTel Rivals Pitch 
Telecom Projects at CRTC Hearings,” 19 June 2013; and QMI Agency, “CRTC cracks down on Internet rates in 
the North,” 4 March 2015.  

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ZKLFK LQFOXGHV DVXUYH\ RI WKHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV FRQWH[W LQ HDUO\ V<XNRQ KDV DVFKRODUO\
ZRUNIRFXVHG RQKRZPHGLD DQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQV WHFKQRORJLHV DIIHFW VRFLDO UHDOLWLH V IRU
<XNRQHUV 0\WKHVLV ZRUNVWRZDUG FORVLQJ WKDW VFKRODUO\ JDSE\SURYLGLQJ DFULWLFDO DQDO\VLV
RIKRZ WKHUHODWLYHO\ UHFHQW SUROLIHUDWLRQ RIRQHW\SHRIFRPPXQLFDWLRQV SODWIRUP –VRFLDO
PHGLD VLWHV –LVDIIHFWLQJ WKH VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO OLYHV RIRQHLPSRUWDQW JURXSRI<XNRQHUV –
\RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ ZKR DUHHPHUJLQJ DVOHDGHUV ,IRFXV RQ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ
EHFDXVH WKHLU GXDOO\ PDUJLQDOL]HG UDFHDQGJHQGHU LGHQWLWLHV H[FOXGH WKHP IURP HFRQRPLF
RSSRUWXQLWLHV DQG VRFLDO VHUYLFHV DQG H[SRVHWKHP WRKLJKHU UDWHV RIV\VWHPLF DQGPDWHULDO
YLROHQFH SRVLWLRQLQJ WKHP DVRQHRIWKHPRVW VXEMXJDWHG JURXSV LQ&DQDGLDQ VRFLHW\
&RXOWKDUG ,QDGGLWLRQ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV W\SLFDOO\ KDYH OLPLWHG DFFHVVWR
PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD SURGXFWLRQ ZKLFK LV QHFHVVDU\ IRU FKDOOHQJLQJ UDFLVW SHUFHSWLRQV RI
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV DQGLPSURYLQJ UHDOLWLHV IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV 6RULDQR :KHQ
RQUDUHRFFDVLRQV ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV DQGLVVXHV DUHJLYHQ VSDFHLQ WKHPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV WHQGWREHEDVHGRQQHJDWLYH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VWHUHRW\SHV %\FDUYLQJ RXW QHZ
FRPPXQLFDWLYH VSDFHVRQVRFLDO PHGLD ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV UHSUHVHQW ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ LQFOXGLQJ JHQGHU LGHQWLW\ LQZD\V WKDW GHPDQG DWWHQWLRQ IURP ERWKZLWKLQ DQG
RXWVLGH RI WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV :LWKLQ VFKRODUVKLS LW LV LPSHUDWLYH WKDWZHXQGHUVWDQG VXFK
GHYHORSPHQWV LI ZHDUHWRJDLQ DEHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIWKH LPSRUWDQFH RIVRFLDO PHGLD IRU
VRFLDO FKDQJH LQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV 
7KRXJK GHYHORSPHQWV LQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQV LQ<XNRQ VLQFH WKHWXUQ RI WKHFHQWXU\ KDYH
HYDGHGPXFK DFDGHPLF LQWHUHVW VFKRODUV LQFOXGLQJ KLVWRULDQ .HQ&RDWHVDQGDQWKURSRORJLVW
3DXO1DGDVG\KDYH VKHGOLJKW RQDQRWKHU DVSHFWRI VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO OLIH WKDW LV XQLTXH
ZLWKLQ WKH<XNRQ FRQWH[W –,QGLJHQRXVVWDWH DQG,QGLJHQRXVVHWWOHU UHODWLRQV ,QGLJHQRXV
VHWWOHU UHODWLRQV DUHDSRLQW RISULGH IRUPDQ\ <XNRQ UHVLGHQWV ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ
,QGLJHQRXV DOLNH DQGKDYH EHHQRQHDUHDRI<XNRQ VRFLRSROLWLFDO OLIH WKDW KDVJDUQHUHG D

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GHJUHHRIVXVWDLQHG LQWHUHVW IURP RXWVLGH SROLWLFV PHGLD DQGVRFLHW\ &RDWHV$OWKRXJK
OHVV WKDQ LQ WKHRWKHUQRUWKHUQ WHUULWRULHV WKHSURSRUWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVLQ <XNRQ LV
KLJK FRPSDUHG WRVRXWKHUQ UHJLRQV RI&DQDGD RYHU SHUFHQW RI<XNRQHUV VHOILGHQWLI\ DV
$ERULJLQDO ZKLOH $ERULJLQDO SHRSOHV FRPSULVH OHVV WKDQ HLJKW SHUFHQW RIWKHSRSXODWLRQ LQ DOO
VRXWKHUQ SURYLQFHV H[FHSW0DQLWRED DQG6DVNDWFKHZDQ 6WDWLVWLFV &DQDGD0RUHRYHU
RI<XNRQ )LUVW1DWLRQV KDYH VLJQHG WKH<XNRQ)LUVW1DWLRQ)LQDODQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW
$JUHHPHQWV)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW $JUHHPHQWV which are “modern, comprehensive” 
treaties between each First Nation and the territorial and federal governments (“A History of 
Yukon Land Claims,” 3 August 2015). The settlement of thH)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW
DJUHHPHQWV PHDQV WKDWPRVW ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV LQ<XNRQ KDYH ULJKWV
WKDW DUHGLVWLQFW IURP WKRVHRIWKHLU FRXQWHUSDUWV LQ ERWKQRUWKHUQ DQGVRXWKHUQ UHJLRQV RI
&DQDGDPRVW RIZKRP DUHJRYHUQHG DFFRUGLQJ WRWKH ,QGLDQ$FW

0DQ\,QGLJHQRXVSHRSOHVWRGD\LQFOXGLQJPRVWRIP\ FROODERUDWRUVSUHIHUWRLGHQWLI\WKHPVHOYHVDFFRUGLQJWR
WKHLUIDPLO\ DQGFRPPXQLW\ ORFDWLRQFODQPHPEHUVKLS RUWUDGLWLRQDOQDPHV$OWKRXJKP\FROODERUDWRUVPD\
hold that preference, they all also identify more generally as “Indigenous.” Indigenous is considered by many 
,QGLJHQRXVpeoples and scholars to be “the most inclusive term of all, since it identifies peoples in similar 
FLUFXPVWDQFHVZLWKRXWUHVSHFWWRQDWLRQDOERXQGDULHVRUORFDO FRQYHQ tions” (Kesler 2009). FRUWKHVDNHRI
EUHYLW\DQGFODULW\,UHIHU WRP\ FROODERUDWRUVDV,QGLJHQRXVWKURXJKRXWWKLVWKHVLV'HVSLWHP\ EHVWHIIRUWVDW
FRQVLVWHQF\,RFFDVLRQDOO\TXRWHP\FROODERUDWRUVRURWKHUZULWHUVZKRXVHVRPHZKDWDQDORJRXVWHUPVWRUHIHU








WKH8PEUHOOD)LQDO$JUHHPHQWZKLFKZDVQHJRWLDWHGEHWZHHQWKH&RXQFLO RI<XNRQ ,QGLDQVQRZ&RXQFLO RI
<XNRQ)LUVW1DWLRQVWKH*RYHUQPHQW RI&DQDGDDQGWKH*RYHUQPHQW RI<XNRQDQGZDVVLJQHGLQ
(“Agreements,” Government of Yukon, 23 February 2016).










$ERUQDQGUDLVHG<XNRQHU &RDWHVKDVGHGLFDWHG PXFK RIKLV DFDGHPLF FDUHHUWR
H[DPLQLQJ WKHPRGHUQ WUHDW\QHJRWLDWLRQ DQG VHWWOHPHQW SURFHVVWKDW KDVEHHQWDNLQJ SODFH LQ
<XNRQ VLQFH WKHVCoates’ work suggests that WKHRVWHQVLEO\ VXFFHVVIXO VHWWOHPHQW RI WKH
)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW $JUHHPHQWV KDVSRVLWLRQHG <XNRQ LQ DXQLTXH DQGRIWDGPLUHG
SRVLWLRQ ZKHQ LW FRPHV WRKRZ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV JRYHUQPHQWV DQGFLWL]HQV OLYH
ZRUNDQGUHODWH WRRQHDQRWKHU 'HVSLWH WKLV ZLGHO\ SURFODLPHG VRFLRSROLWLFDO DFKLHYHPHQW
&RDWHVDGPLWV WKDW UHDOLWLHV IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV LQ<XNRQ UHPDLQ IUDXJKW +H
DWWHVWV WKDW FRQGLWLRQV IRU,QGLgenous Yukoners are noticeably “JRRG” QRWZKHQ FRQVLGHUHG
UHODWLYH WRZKLWH FLWL]HQV EXWUDWKHU LQ FRPSDULVRQ WRWKHGHSORUDEOH VLWXDWLRQ IRUPRVW
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV LQ&DQDGD6\VWHPLF VRFLDO FXOWXUDO HFRQRPLF DQG
SROLWLFDO EDUULHUV DVZHOO DVPRUHODWHQW VWUXJJOHV FRQWLQXH WRSODJXH ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV
DQGFRPPXQLWLHV LQ<XNRQ DVWKH\ WRRFRQIURQW WKHSHUYDVLYH HIIHFWV RIVHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP 
1DGDVG\SURYLGHV DPRUHQXDQFHG H[SODQDWLRQ RIKRZ WKH)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW
$JUHHPHQWV IDOO VKRUW XVLQJ UHVHDUFK JDWKHUHG WKURXJK HWKQRJUDSKLF ILHOGZRUN LQ WKHPDLQO\
,QGLJHQRXV YLOODJH RI%XUZDVK /DQGLQJ <XNRQ DVDSRLQW RI GHSDUWXUH +H
H[DPLQHV VRPHRI WKHVDFULILFHV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGVRFLHWLHV KDGWRPDNH WRWKHLU
WUDGLWLRQDO DSSURDFKHV WRERWKQHJRWLDWLRQ DQGJRYHUQDQFH LQ H[FKDQJH IRUWKH OLPLWHG
SRZHUWRPDQDJH WKHLU ODQGV FLWL]HQV DQGUHVRXUFHV XQGHU WKH)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW
$JUHHPHQWV 1DGDVG\DUJXHV WKDW LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RIWKLV ODUJHO\ (XUR&DQDGLDQ IRUP RI
SROLWLFDO SRZHULQ <XNRQKDV UHVXOWHG LQXQIRUHVHHQ DQGSUREOHPDWLF DOWHUDWLRQV WRVRFLDO DQG
SROLWLFDO OLIH DQGUHODWLRQV ERWKZLWKLQ DQG DPRQJ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV )RU
H[DPSOH PXFK RIWKH WUDGLWLRQDO WHUULWRU\ RIWKH:KLWH 5LYHU )LUVW1DWLRQ DQG WKH.OXDQH

$-%DUNHU H[SODLQV VHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP DVWKHKHJHPRQLFSROLWLFDO DQGFXOWXUDORUGHULQ&DQDGDWKDWFRQIURQWV
Indigenous peoples with “FRQVWDQWWKUHDWVWRWKHLUH[LVWHQFHDVERWKIRUPDO SRZHUVLQYHVWHGLQWKHVWDWHDQG
LQIRUPDO VRFLRFXOWXUDOGLVFRXUVHVRIWKH&DQDGLDQQDWLRQVHHNWRHUDVHIndigenous peoples’ claims to the land 
LQRUGHUWRWUDQVIHUOHJLWLPDWH SRVVHVVLRQWRFRORQLDODXWKRULWLHV ”  $OWKRXJKWKHVHWWOHUFRORQLDO SURMHFW
KDVEHHQRQJRLQJIRUFHQWXULHVLQYDULRXVIRUPVDQGWKURXJKGLIIHUHQWVWUDWHJLHVPRVWVFKRODUVFR QVLGHULW
failure in the face of “powerful, multifaceted, and enduring Indigenous resistances” (Ibid.).
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)LUVW1DWLRQ RYHUODSV $OWKRXJK WKHVH WZRJURXSV WUDGLWLRQDOO\ VKDUHG UHVRXUFHV LQ WKH
WHUULWRU\ WHQVLRQ KDVDULVHQ DVWKHWZRFRPPXQLWLHV IHHO SUHVVXUH IURP WKH VWDWHWRGUDZ
ERXQGDULHV LQ RUGHUWRH[SHGLWH WKH VHWWOHPHQW RI WKHLU )LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW
$JUHHPHQWV ,ELG 
)URPP\RZQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKHFRQIOLFWV WKDW SHUPHDWH ERWK LQWHUQDO DQG
LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO SROLWLFDO UHODWLRQV DPRQJ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV LQ <XNRQ WRGD\ DQ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ ZKLFK ,PDLQO\ JDUQHUHG ZKHQ ,ZRUNHGLQ$ERULJLQDO 5HODWLRQV ,FDQ
personally attest to the validity of Nadasdy’s claims. Yet, what interests me as much as 
SDUVLQJ WKH IDLOXUHV RILQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG SROLWLFDO SRZHULQRYHUFRPLQJ VHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP LV
KRZ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV LQ<XNRQ DFNQRZOHGJH VXFK VKRUWFRPLQJV DQGWHQVLRQV DQGDUH
PRYLQJ IRUZDUG LQ VSLWH RI WKHP &HUWDLQO\ ,QGLJHQRXV SROLWLFV LQ <XNRQ DUHFRQWHQWLRXV DQG
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV UHPDLQ LPSHUIHFW DVLV WUXH LQQRQ,QGLJHQRXV SROLWLFV DQG
FRPPXQLWLHV EXWIURP VXFK FRQWHVWHG WHUUDLQV HPHUJHV DQRSWLPLVP SULGH DQGRSHQQHVV
DPRQJ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DVWKH\ ZRUNWRZDUG VHOIDFWXDOL]DWLRQ DQGVHOIGHWHUPLQDWLRQ
:KDW FDSWXUHVP\DWWHQWLRQ DUHWKHSHRSOHZKR DUHXVKHULQJ LQ DQHZSHULRG LQ ,QGLJHQRXV
DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO OLIH LQ<XNRQ 0DQ\RIWKRVHPRVWO\ PHQZKR
QHJRWLDWHG WKH)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW $JUHHPHQWV DUHQRZPDNLQJ URRP IRUWKHQH[W
JHQHUDWLRQ RIOHDGHUV LQFOXGLQJ PDQ\ \RXQJ ZRPHQ $QG WKLV QH[W JHQHUDWLRQ LVPRUH
FRQQHFWHG WR,QGLJHQRXV <XNRQHUV DVZHOO DV,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
RXWVLGH RI<XNRQ WKDQ HYHUEHIRUH ,QFUHDVLQJ DFFHVVDQGWKHLU DELOLW\ WRVWUDWHJLFDOO\ XVH
VRFLDO PHGLD KDV ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV JDLQLQJ LQIOXHQFH LQ<XNRQ ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV 0RUHRYHU VRFLDO PHGLD DOORZV ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV WRWDNHVSDFHIRU VKDULQJ
LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXWWKHPVHOYHV WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV DQGWKHLU FXOWXUHV WRODUJH DXGLHQFHV
EH\RQG WKHLU KRPH FRPPXQLWLHV DXGLHQFHV ZKRVHPHPEHUVKLS FRPSULVHV ,QGLJHQRXV DQG




0\SUHFHGLQJ FRQVLGHUDWLRQ RIVFKRODUVKLS IRFXVHG RQ<XNRQGHPRQVWUDWHV WKDW LQ
depth studies of the territory’s communication and cultural contexts are few and far between. 
:KLOH WKLV LV FHUWDLQO\ GLVDSSRLQWLQJ DGHVLUH WRDGGWRWKH DYDLODEOH OLWHUDWXUH RQOLIH LQP\
KRPH WHUULWRU\ LV QRWZKDW LQVSLUHG WKLV SURMHFW5DWKHU ,ZDVLQLWLDOO\ LQWHUHVWHG LQ DJDSWKDW
,QRWLFHG LQ WKHPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD )UHTXHQWO\ ,UHDGQHZV FRYHUDJH RIWKH1DWLRQDO ,QTXLU\
LQWR 0XUGHUHG DQG0LVVLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV :RPHQ DERXWKRZ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DFURVV
WKH FRXQWU\ DUHFRSLQJ ZLWK GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH UDWHVRI VXLFLGH RUOHVV IUHTXHQW EXWKLJKO\
VHQVDWLRQDO VWRULHV DERXWFHOHEULWLHV DSSURSULDWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUDO DUWHIDFWV DVIDVKLRQ
DFFHVVRULHV :KLOH WKHVH LVVXHV FHUWDLQO\ ZDUUDQW WKHPHGLD DWWHQWLRQ WKDW WKH\JDUQHU DV,
VFDQWKHKHDGOLQHV RIPDMRU QHZV VRXUFHV OLNH WKH*OREHDQG0DLOWKH1DWLRQDO3RVWRUHYHQ
WKH$ERULJLQDO VHFWLRQ RI WKH&DQDGLDQ%URDGFDVWLQJ&RUSRUDWLRQ&%&ZHEVLWH ,DP
VWUXFNE\WKH DPRXQW RIVSDFHWKDW LVWDNHQXSE\DIHZ UHFXUUHQW QDUUDWLYHV DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV:KDW VWULNHVPH DVPLVVLQJ LV UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI WKHYDULHW\RI,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
FRPPXQLWLHV FXOWXUHV DQGFRQFHUQV WKDW ,VHHILUVWKDQG LQ P\KRPH FRPPXQLW\ 
3URMHFW &ROODERUDWRUV
7KLV WKHVLV GHYHORSV IURP FRQYHUVDWLRQV WKDW ,KDGZLWK QLQH \RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPHQ ZKR DUHHPHUJLQJ DVOHDGHUV LQ <XNRQ DERXW WKHLU XVHRIVRFLDO PHGLD IRU EXLOGLQJ
FRPPXQLW\ DQGFRQVWUXFWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ $OWKRXJK PDQ\ RI WKHH[DPSOHV WKDWP\
FROODERUDWRUV JDYHZHUHORFDOL]HG RUVXEMHFWLYH WKH\RIWHQ H[SOLFDWHG OLQNV EHWZHHQ WKHLU
H[SHULHQFHV DQGEURDGHUV\VWHPLF LVVXHV EHWZHHQ WKHLU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI DQLVVXH DQGWKH
RQWRORJLFDO EHOLHIV WKDW LQIRUP WKDW XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQGEHWZHHQ WKHLU SHUVRQDO DSSURDFKHV DQG
PRUH HVWDEOLVKHG ,QGLJHQRXV HSLVWHPRORJLHV 6RFLDO PHGLD SURYLGHG WKH FULWLFDO EDFNGURSIRU
WKHVH FRQYHUVDWLRQV –DIDPLOLDU WHUULWRU\ ZLWK FRGHVRIFRQGXFW XQGHUVWRRG E\ERWKP\

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FROODERUDWRUV DQGPH*URXQGLQJ WKHLU H[SHULHQFHV LQ VRFLDO PHGLD DOORZHG P\ FROODERUDWRUV
DQG,WRILQG DFRPPRQ IRXQGDWLRQ IURP ZKHUHZHFRXOG VSHDNWKURXJK VRPHRIRXUFXOWXUDO
GLIIHUHQFHV ,DPGHHSO\ LQGHEWHG WRP\ FROODERUDWRUV IRU WKHLU DELOLWLHV WREXLOG EULGJHV ZKHUH
WKHUHZHUHJDSVEHWZHHQ P\XQGHUVWDQGLQJV DQGWKHLUV (YHQ WKRXJK ,DPQRW DPHPEHU RIDQ
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ WKLV SURMHFW LVURRWHGLQ DEURDGHPDQFLSDWRU\ VRFLRSROLWLFDO DJHQGD
WKDW DOO RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV DQG,VXEVFULEH WRDQGZKLFK JXLGHV HDFKRIRXUZRUN)RUDOO RI
XVWKLV SURMHFW UHSUHVHQWV RQHVPDOO DFWLQ FRQIURQWLQJ WKHRSSUHVVLYH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO DQG
SDWULDUFKDO ORJLFV WKDW VWUXFWXUH FRQWHPSRUDU\ &DQDGLDQ VRFLHW\ %H\RQG GHPRQVWUDWLQJ KRZ
my collaborators’ selfDFWXDOL]HG SUD[HVRQVRFLDO PHGLD FRXQWHU WKHKHJHPRQLF GLVFXUVLYH
UHJLPH ZHJRRQHVWHSIXUWKHU WRFROODERUDWLYHO\ LPDJLQH ZKDW GHFRORQL]HG DQGOLEHUDWHG
H[SUHVVLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ PLJKW ORRN OLNH DWWKH LQGLYLGXDO DQGFRPPXQLW\ OHYHO DQG
ZLWKLQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFH
7KHQLQH \RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ ZKRFROODERUDWHG ZLWK PHRQWKLV SURMHFWZHUHP\
IULHQGV DQG DFTXDLQWDQFHV EHIRUH WKH\ EHFDPHP\FROODERUDWRUV ,VHOHFWHG SRWHQWLDO
FROODERUDWRUV EDVHGRQP\REVHUYDWLRQV RI WKHLU DFWLYLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD ,ZDVFRQQHFWHG WR
PRVW WKURXJK )DFHERRNRU7ZLWWHU EHIRUH WKHSURMHFWZDVHYHQ FRQFHSWXDOL]HG DQGPRUH
LPSRUWDQWO\ RQWKHLU EHLQJ UHFRPPHQGHG WRPHE\RQHDQRWKHU +RZHYHU SULRU WRUHFUXLWLQJ
FROODERUDWRUV ,GHYHORSHG VRPHORRVH FULWHULD LQ RUGHUWRQDUURZ WKHVFRSHRIP\ UHVHDUFK
)LUVW ,FKRVHWRFROODERUDWH ZLWK \RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ EHFDXVH ,KDYH REVHUYHGILUVW
KDQG WKDW WKH\ DUHHPHUJLQJ DVDPRQJ WKHPRVW LQIOXHQWLDO DQGRXWVSRNHQ OHDGHUV LQ <XNRQ
DQG,DPSHUVRQDOO\ H[FLWHG DERXWWKHYLVLRQ WKDWPDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ KDYH IRU WKHSODFH
WKDWZHFDOO KRPH ,OLPLWHG WKH DJHUDQJH IRU SRWHQWLDO FROODERUDWRUV WREHWZHHQDQG
EHFDXVHSHRSOHLQ WKLV UDQJH IDOO LQWR WKHFDWHJRU\ RI “DGXOW” EXWDUHVWLOO DWWKH\RXQJHVW HQG
RIWKH VSHFWUXP 6WDWLVWLFV&DQDGD0D\DQGEHFDXVHSHRSOH LQ WKDW UDQJH DUHFORVH
LQ DJH WRPH ,EHOLHYH DQDJHSUR[LPLW\ OHVVHQV WKH ULVNRIXQEDODQFHG SRZHUG\QDPLFV

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EHWZHHQXV DVUHVHDUFKHU DQGFROODERUDWRUV ,FKRVHWRZRUNVROHO\ ZLWK HPHUJLQJ OHDGHUVZKR
LGHQWLI\ DVZRPHQ EHFDXVH ,ZDVLQWHUHVWHG LQ KRZJHQGHU H[SHFWDWLRQV IURP ERWK WKHLU
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGWKHGRPLQDQW SDWULDUFKDO &DQDGLDQ FXOWXUH LQIOXHQFH WKHLU
DSSURDFKHV WROHDGHUVKLS DVZHOO DVWKHLU H[SHULHQFHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD )LQDOO\ LQ RXU
SUHOLPLQDU\ GLVFXVVLRQV SRWHQWLDO FROODERUDWRUV KDGWRVHOILGHQWLI\ RUEHLGHQWLILHG E\RWKHU
FROODERUDWRUV DVDYLG7ZLWWHU DQGRU)DFHERRNXVHUV DQGDFWLYH SDUWLFLSDQWV LQ DWOHDVW RQH
FRPPXQLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD 
2QFH,KDGHVWDEOLVKHG DVHWRI FULWHULD IRU FROODERUDWRUV UHFUXLWPHQW ZDVVLPSOH
Although I was familiar with the who’s who of emerging Indigenous leaders in Yukon by 
YLUWXH RI WKHLU YLVLELOLW\ LQ WKHORFDO QHZVSDSHUV DVZHOO DVDWSROLWLFDO VRFLDO DQGFXOWXUDO
HYHQWV LQ RXUFORVHNQLW <XNRQ FRPPXQLW\ ,DPQRW,QGLJHQRXV DQGDPQRWDSDUWRI WKH
<XNRQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ $VVXFK ,OHIW LW XSWRP\ LQLWLDO FROODERUDWRUV WRWHOO PH
ZKLFK ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ LQ WKHWHUULWRU\ WKH\YLHZ DVHPHUJLQJ OHDGHUV DQGDYLG VRFLDO
PHGLD XVHUV DQG,FRQWDFWHG WKRVHZRPHQ DFFRUGLQJO\ :KHQ ,ILUVW EHJDQ FRQFHSWXDOL]LQJ
WKHSURMHFWZLWK P\ FORVH IULHQG DQGFROODERUDWRU .OXDQH $GDPHNZHFDPHXSZLWK DOLVW RI
QDPHV RIIHPDOH ,QGLJHQRXV IULHQGV DQGDFTXDLQWDQFHV ZKRZHEHOLHYH DUHLQIOXHQWLDO LQ
YDULRXV RIIOLQH DQGRQOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV 6RPHRIWKHZRPHQ ,NQHZTXLWH ZHOO DQGUHDFKHG
RXWWRYLD VRFLDO PHGLD .OXDQH KHOSHG PHFRQWDFW WKHRWKHUVZKRP ,KDGQRWPHW EHIRUH E\
FRQQHFWLQJ XVWKURXJK VRFLDO PHGLD RUE\DOORZLQJ PH WRUHIHUHQFH KHUFROODERUDWLRQ RQWKH
SURMHFWDVDSRLQW RIFRQQHFWLRQ 7KHPHWKRG ,XVHGFORVHO\ UHVHPEOHV VQRZEDOO VDPSOLQJ D
ZHOOHVWDEOLVKHG VRFLRORJLFDO UHVHDUFK PHWKRG WKDW UHOLHV RQUHFUXLWLQJ SDUWLFLSDQWV EDVHGRQ
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV DQGKHOS IURP DQLQLWLDO FROODERUDWRU 0RUJDQ 
,QRUGHUWRSDUWLFLSDWH LQ WKHSURMHFW HDFKFROODERUDWRU ZDVUHTXLUHG WRDOORZ PH WR
IULHQG KHU RQ)DFHERRNDQGRU IROORZ KHURQ7ZLWWHU DQGWRFRQGXFW DIRUPDO UHFRUGHG
LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK PH$OWKRXJK ,RIIHUHG HDFK FROODERUDWRU WKHRSWLRQ WRDQRQ\PL]H KHU QDPH LQ

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WKH WKHVLV DOO FRQVHQWHG WREHLQJ UHIHUUHG WRE\KHU IXOO QDPH (DFK FROODERUDWRU IRUPDOO\
DJUHHG WRWKHVHSURYLVLRQV E\VLJQLQJ DFRQVHQW IRUP ZKLFK ,HPDLOHG WRKHUDQGGLVFXVVHG LQ
JUHDWHU GHWDLO HLWKHU IDFHWRIDFH RURQWKH WHOHSKRQH EHIRUH RXULQWHUYLHZ WRRNSODFH ,DOVR
HPDLOHG P\ LQWHUYLHZ JXLGH DQGTXHVWLRQV WRHDFK FROODERUDWRU DZHHNEHIRUHKHUVFKHGXOHG
LQWHUYLHZ 0\ OLQH RITXHVWLRQLQJ GLIIHUHG IURP LQWHUYLHZ WRLQWHUYLHZ VRDVWRQRWGLVUXSW WKH
QDWXUDO IORZ RIRXUFRQYHUVDWLRQ VRPHRI WKHPRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ ILQGLQJV FDPH LQ WKHIRUP RI
DQHFGRWHV DQGDVLGHV EXWPRVWZHUHWKHPDWLFDOO\ VWUXFWXUHG OLNH WKLV WKHVLV 7REHJLQ ZH
WDONHG DERXW WKHcollaborator’s home communiW\ DQGKHUSHUVRQDO DSSURDFK WROHDGHUVKLS DQG
FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ ILUVW RIIOLQH DQGWKHQRQOLQH 1H[WZHWDONHG DERXWPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGSHRSOHV)LQDOO\ ZHWDONHG DERXW KRZVKH
XVHV VRFLDO PHGLD WRUHSUHVHQW KHUVHOI KHU,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGKHU FRPPXQLW\ DQGZKDW
VKHWKLQNV WKH LQIOXHQFH RIVXFK LQWHUYHQWLRQV PD\EHRQERWKKHU,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ
,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV 
,WUDYHOOHG WR:KLWHKRUVH WZLFH WRFRQGXFW LQWHUYLHZV IRU WKUHHZHHNVLQ2FWREHU
DQGWZRZHHNVLQ 'HFHPEHU'XULQJ WKHWULSV ,VDWGRZQIRU LQIRUPDO
FRQYHUVDWLRQV ZLWK .OXDQH (ULQ 3DXOV $QJHOD &RGHDQG&ODLUH $QGHUVRQ DQG FRPSOHWHG
IDFHWRIDFH LQWHUYLHZV ZLWK WKRVHIRXU ZRPHQ DVZHOO DV(ULQ /LQNODWHU DQG0HODLQD
6KHOGRQ 0\ LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK -HQHHQ )UHL1MRRWOL WRRNSODFHGXULQJ DOD\RYHU LQ 9DQFRXYHU
DQGLQWHUYLHZV ZLWK 6DPDQWKD 'DZVRQ DQG&KDQWDO 5RQGHDX ZHUHFRQGXFWHG RYHUWKH
WHOHSKRQH ,ZDVQHUYRXV DERXW FRPSURPLVLQJ WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQDO WRQH WKDW QDWXUDOO\ RFFXUUHG
LQ WKH IDFHWRIDFH LQWHUYLHZV EXW6DPDQWKD DQG&KDQWDO SURYHGWREHH[FHSWLRQDOO\
IRUWKFRPLQJ DQGHDV\ WRWDON WRRQWKHWHOHSKRQH ,Q IDFWP\ FRQYHUVDWLRQV ZLWK 6DPDQWKD
DQG&KDQWDO ZHUHDPRQJ WKHORQJHVW LQ GXUDWLRQ HDFK MXVW XQGHU RQHKRXU DQG PLQXWHV
ORQJ ,IRXQG WKDW LQWHUYLHZV ODVWHG ORQJHU ZLWK WKHFROODERUDWRUV ZKR,GLGQRWKDYH DQ
LQIRUPDO IDFHWRIDFH FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK SULRU WRWKH UHFRUGHGLQWHUYLHZ LH WKRVHZKR ,KDG

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RQO\ FRPPXQLFDWHG ZLWK YLD )DFHERRNPHVVHQJHU RUHPDLO H[FKDQJHV SULRU WRWKHLQWHUYLHZ
LQFOXGLQJ 6DPDQWKD DQG&KDQWDO SOXV (ULQ /DQG-HQHHQ0\LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK &ODLUH ZKLFK
ODVWHG MXVW RYHU WZRKRXUV ZDVWKH H[FHSWLRQ WRWKLV UXOH $WWKHVKRUWHVW HQGRIWKH VSHFWUXP
ZDVP\ LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK (ULQ 3ZKLFK ILQLVKHG DIWHU DERXWPLQXWHV EHFDXVH(ULQ 3KDG
IDPLO\ REOLJDWLRQV WRDWWHQG WR
'HVSLWH WKHLU EXV\ VFKHGXOHV DQGWKHVRPHWLPHV SK\VLFDO GLVWDQFH EHWZHHQXVDOO RI
this project’s collaborators were eager to be involved from the start. The IROORZLQJ DUHWKH
QLQH ZRPHQ ZKR,IRFXVRQLQ WKLV WKHVLV
.OXDQH$GDPHN LVIURP WKHNLOOHU ZKDOH FODQ DQGLVDPHPEHU RIWKH.OXDQH
)LUVW1DWLRQ +HU7OLQJLW QDPH$DJpPHDQV GDXJKWHU RIWKH ODNHDQGZDVDOVRKHU
JUHDWgreat grandmother’s name. Kluane is of German, Irish, 7OLQJLW DQG6RXWKHUQ
7XWFKRQH GHVFHQW DQG LVDIOXHQW )UHQFKVSHDNHU6KHLGHQWLILHV DVD<XNRQHU DQG
FXUUHQWO\ OLYHV LQ:KLWHKRUVH .OXDQH KDVKHOG UROHV LQ RUJDQL]DWLRQV LQFOXGLQJ WKH
<XNRQ $ERULJLQDO 6SRUWV&LUFOH WKH$VVHPEO\ RI)LUVW1DWLRQV 1DWLRQDO <RXWK
Council, the Aboriginal Women’s Council, the Council of Yukon First Nations, and 
ZDVDQDGYLVRU WR1DWLRQDO *UDQG&KLHI 6HDQ$WOHR )RUKHU -DQH*ODVVFR
1RUWKHUQ )HOORZVKLS SURMHFW.OXDQH created Yukon’s first and only territoryZLGH
,QGLJHQRXV \RXWK RUJDQL]DWLRQ 2XU9RLFHV 7RGD\.OXDQH FRFKDLUV WKH2XU9RLFHV
organizing committee, and leads planning for the group’s annuDO JDWKHULQJ IRU \RXWK
IURP DFURVV<XNRQ DQGQRUWKHUQ %ULWLVK &ROXPELD 6KHXVHVVRFLDO PHGLD WRVWD\
FRQQHFWHG WRWKH2XU9RLFHVRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH DQGJDWKHULQJ SDUWLFLSDQWV \HDU
URXQG 
$QJHOD&RGHLVD6D\LVL 'HQH)LUVW 1DWLRQZRPDQ RULJLQDOO\ IURP 7DGRXOH /DNH
Manitoba. Angela’s family moved to Whitehorse when she was WHQ$IWHU JUDGXDWLQJ
from the University of British Columbia’s First Nation Studies program, Angela 

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PRYHG EDFNWR:KLWHKRUVH DQGQRZZRUNVDVDQ2XWUHDFK &RRUGLQDWRU ZLWK D\RXWK
RUJDQL]DWLRQ FDOOHG %ULQJLQJ <RXWK 7RZDUG(TXDOLW\ %<7( $QJHOD KDVEHHQGRLQJ
FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ ZRUNIRU DVORQJ DVVKHFDQ UHPHPEHU DQG VDLGWKDW VKHKDV
always had a strong drive “to help out my people and IndigHQRXV SHRSOHVDFURVVWKH
country.” Experiences working with youth while she was in university developed 
Angela’s interest in engaging with young Indigenous people, whom she views as 
FULWLFDO DJHQWV WRZDUGGHFRORQL]DWLRQ DQGFUHDWLQJ DUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
$QJHOD LV DQRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH PHPEHU ZLWK 2XU9RLFHV DQGDPHPEHU RIWKH
5H0DWULDWH FROOHFWLYH 5H0DWULDWH LV FDPSDLJQ LQ RSSRVLWLRQ WRWKHFXOWXUDO
appropriation of Indigenous women’s identities that mostly takes place on social 
PHGLD $QJHOD UHJXODUO\ SRVWVDERXW KHULQYROYHPHQW LQ FXOWXUDO DQGSROLWLFDO HYHQWV
RQ)DFHERRNZKLFK VKH VD\VLV “a way of letting my people know that I am still 
fighting for us.”
6DPDQWKD 'DZVRQ FXUUHQWO\ OLYHV LQ9DQFRXYHU EXW JUHZXSLQ FHQWUDO <XNRQ
DQGLQ:KLWHKRUVH 6KHLV D7OLQJLW1RUWKHUQ 7XWFKRQH ZRPDQ DQGDPHPEHU RI WKH
6HONLUN )LUVW 1DWLRQ6KHLV DJUDWHIXO JXHVW RQ&RDVW6DOLVK 7HUULWRU\ DWWHQGLQJ ODZ
VFKRRO DWWKH8QLYHUVLW\ RI%ULWLVK &ROXPELD 6DPDQWKD VD\VLWZDVKHUGHVLUH WR
FKDOOHQJH GRPLQDQW UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIDQGV\VWHPLF UDFLVP WRZDUG,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH
DQGVSHFLILFDOO\ ZRPHQ WKDW OHDGKHUWRILUVW SXUVXH MRXUQDOLVP DQGQRZODZ6KH
ZDVWKH<XNRQ IHPDOH \RXWK UHSUHVHQWDWLYH ZLWK WKH$VVHPEO\ RI)LUVW 1DWLRQV DQG
KDVZRUNHGDVDQHZVSDSHU UHSRUWHU LQ7RURQWR DQG,TDOXLW DQGLQ ,QGLJHQRXV
JRYHUQDQFH LQ<XNRQ:KLOH DWODZ VFKRRO6DPDQWKD LVFRQWLQXLQJ KHUZRUNLQ WKH
1RUWKDVD-DQH*ODVVFR)HOORZ FRQGXFWLQJ UHVHDUFKRQKRZ<XNRQ)LUVW
1DWLRQ JRYHUQPHQWV FDQPRYH WRZDUG LPSOHPHQWLQJ MXVWLFH V\VWHPV EDVHGRQ
SURYLVLRQV RIWKH<XNRQ)LUVW 1DWLRQ)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW $JUHHPHQWV 6KHLV

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DOVR LQYROYHG LQ2XU9RLFHV DVDQRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH PHPEHU 6DPDQWKD FRQWLQXHV
WRZULWH DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV DVDIUHHODQFH MRXUQDOLVW DQGDVDQDYLG 7ZLWWHU XVHU
&ODLUH(OL]DEHWK $QGHUVRQ LV7DNX5LYHU 7OLQJLW IURP $WOLQ %ULWLVK &ROXPELD
ZKLFK LV WKHRQHRI WKHQRUWKHUQPRVW FRPPXQLWLHV LQ WKHSURYLQFH DQG LVRQO\
DFFHVVLEOH YLD URDGWKURXJK <XNRQ&ODLUH QRZ OLYHV LQ:KLWHKRUVH ZKHUH VKH
SUDFWLFHV FRUSRUDWHFRPPHUFLDO ODZ UHDO HVWDWH ODZZLOOV DQGHVWDWHV DQG$ERULJLQDO
ODZ&ODLUH VD\V WKDW DSSO\LQJ WKHVNLOOV WKDW VKHKDVGHYHORSHG DVDODZ\HU LVDYHU\
“rewarding form of engagement,” especially when working with and fRU)LUVW 1DWLRQV
DQG)LUVW1DWLRQ FRUSRUDWLRQV ,QDGGLWLRQ WRVLWWLQJ RQWKH%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUV IRU
VHYHQ$ERULJLQDO FRUSRUDWHHQWLWLHV &ODLUH DOVRLV DIRXQGLQJ PHPEHU RI WKH
5H0DWULDWH &ROOHFWLYH :LWKLQ WKDW JURXS &ODLUH EHOLHYHV WKDW VKH LVPRVW HIIHFWLYH
DQGHQJDJHG LQ FDSDFLWLHV WKDW DOORZ KHUWRGUDZRQKHU OHJDO H[SHUWLVH WRGRPRUH
“behind the scenes” work like establishing the group as a notIRUSURILW RUJDQL]DWLRQ
$OWKRXJK &ODLUH IHHOV PRUH FRPIRUWDEOH RXWRI WKHVSRWOLJKW VKH LVRXWVSRNHQ RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD DERXW WKH LVVXHV VKHFDUHVDERXW LQFOXGLQJ WKH ULJKWV RI,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV DQGZRPHQ
&KDQWDO 5RQGHDX, 32, who is also named T’sa Kwan Jinga (which translates to “Fire, 
Sparkle, and Shine”) LQ1RUWKHUQ 7XWFKRQH LVIURP WKH/LWWOH 6DOPRQ &DUPDFNV)LUVW
1DWLRQ DQGJUHZXSLQ:KLWHKRUVH &KDQWDO FXUUHQWO\ OLYHV LQ1HZ<RUN&LW\ ZKHUH
VKHLV DFRPPXQLFDWLRQV FRQVXOWDQW EXWVKHKDVOLYHG LQ FLWLHV DFURVV&DQDGD
LQFOXGLQJ LQWHUPLWWHQW VWLQWV EDFNLQ <XNRQ6KHPDLQWDLQV VWURQJ WLHV WR,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV LQ<XNRQ DQGWUDYHOV KRPHPXOWLSOH WLPHV SHU\HDUWRZRUNRQHYHQWV
ZLWK ,QGLJHQRXV RUJDQL]DWLRQV OLNH WKH$GlND&XOWXUDO )HVWLYDO DQG2XU9RLFHV )RU
RYHUWHQ\HDUV&KDQWDO KDVEHHQDSURPLQHQW EORJJHU DQGVRFLDO PHGLD SHUVRQDOLW\

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FUHDWLQJ FRQWHQW DERXW,QGLJHQRXV QHZV DQGLVVXHV RQKHU7XPEOU EORJ 7ZLWWHU
)DFHERRNDQG,QVWDJUDP DFFRXQWV 
(ULQ /LQNODWHU JUHZXSLQ:KLWHKRUVH <XNRQ DQGFXUUHQWO\ OLYHV LQ9LFWRULD
%ULWLVK &ROXPELD +HU*ZLWchin name is Gwaandak, meaning “6WRU\WHller” or “She is 
Telling a Story,” DQGZDVJLYHQ WRKHU E\KHUJUDQGIDWKHU (ULQ /LV DPHPEHU RI WKH
9XQWXW *ZLWFKLQ )LUVW1DWLRQ DQGDOWKRXJK VKHGLGQRWJURZXSLQ WKH*ZLWFKLQ
FRPPXQLW\ RI2OG&URZ<XNRQ VKHQRZFRQVLGHUV LW RQHRIKHU KRPHV$FXUUHQW
ODZ VWXGHQW DWWKH8QLYHUVLW\ RI9LFWRULD (ULQ /VLWV RQWKH,QGLJHQRXV /DZ6WXGHQWV
$VVRFLDWLRQ DQGLVRQWKH H[HFXWLYH IRU WKH(QYLURQPHQWDO /DZ&HQWUH6RFLHW\ (ULQ
/KDVZRUNHGZLWK DYDULHW\ RIRUJDQL]DWLRQV WKDW VXSSRUW WKHULJKWV RIZRPHQ DQG
Indigenous peoples, including the Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre, the Council of 
Yukon First Nations, the Native Women’s Association of Canada, and the Vuntut 
*ZLWFKLQ JRYHUQPHQW (ULQ /LV DQRXWVSRNHQ DGYRFDWH IRU ,QGLJHQRXV ULJKWV VKH
UHFHQWO\ MRLQHG WKH5H0DWULDWH &ROOHFWLYH DQGXVHVKHUYRLFH RQ)DFHERRNWRHGXFDWH
KHUIROORZHUV DERXW,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV IURP DQ,QGLJHQRXV SHUVSHFWLYH
(ULQ 3DXOV LVIURP WKH:ROI &ODQ LGHQWLILHV DV7DKOWDQ DQG7OLQJLW DQG LVD
PHPEHU RI WKH&KDPSDJQH DQG$LVKLKLN )LUVW1DWLRQV (ULQ 3has a bachelor’s degree 
LQ HGXFDWLRQ DQGKDVEHHQWHDFKLQJ GDQFHVLQFH VKHZDVDWHHQDJHU DQGPHPEHU RIWKH
'DNZlNlGD'DQFHUV LQ+DLQHV -XQFWLRQ <XNRQ 1RZshe is Director of the Dusk’a 
+HDG6WDUWHQULFKHG SUHVFKRRO SURJUDP IRU ,QGLJHQRXV FKLOGUHQ ZLWK WKH.ZDQOLQ 'Q
)LUVW1DWLRQ LQ:KLWHKRUVH (ULQ 3GDQFHVDVDPHPEHU RIWKH'DNKND.KZDDQ'DQFH
JURXS DQGFRQWLQXHV WRWHDFKGDQFHWR\RXWK LQ WKH'DNKND.KZDDQ -XQLRUV JURXS
DQGWKH(OLMDK 6PLWK (OHPHQWDU\ 6FKRRO GDQFHJURXS WKH)O\LQJ (DJOHV 6KHFRXQWV
KHUGDXJKWHU 7ULQD DPRQJ KHUGDQFHVWXGHQWV DQGVD\V WKDW EHLQJ DPRWKHU LVKHU
PRVW LPSRUWDQW UROH 6KHXVHV)DFHERRNWRRUJDQL]H SUDFWLFHV DQGSHUIRUPDQFHV IRU

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KHUGDQFHJURXSV WRSRVWSKRWRVRI KHUVHOI DQGKHU IDPLO\ WDNLQJ SDUWLQ FXOWXUDO
DFWLYLWLHV DQGHYHQWV WRVKDUH LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH DQGWRNHHS
XSGDWHGRQDQGFRQWULEXWH WR,QGLJHQRXV ULJKWV PRYHPHQWV OLNH ,GOH1R0RUH
-HQHHQ)UHL1MRRWOL LVD9XQWXW *ZLWFKLQ DUWLVW DPHPEHU RIWKH5H0DWULDWH
&ROOHFWLYH DQGVLWV RQWKH%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUV RI*UXQW *DOOHU\ LQ9DQFRXYHU 6KHKDV
ZRUNHGDVDSHUIRUPDQFH DUWLVW IDVKLRQ GHVLJQHU ZRUNVKRS IDFLOLWDWRU \RXWK
coordinator, and has both lived and exhibited across Canada. Jeneen’s practice 
FRQFHUQV LWVHOI ZLWK ,QGLJHQHLW\ LQSROLWLFV FRPPXQLW\ HQJDJHPHQW DQGSURGXFWLYH
GLVUXSWLRQV $WWKH WLPH RIZULWLQJ VKHLV DJUDWHIXO XQLQYLWHG JXHVW RQXQFHGHG
7VOHLO:DXWXWK 0XVTXHDP 6NZ[ŹPHVK WHUULWRULHV SXUVXLQJ D0DVWHU RI)LQH$UWV
'HJUHH DWWKH8QLYHUVLW\ RI%ULWLVK &ROXPELD $VDFRUHPHPEHU RIWKH5H0DWULDWH
&ROOHFWLYH -HQHHQ WDNHVRQPDQ\ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH GXWLHV UHODWHG WRPDQDJLQJ WKH
5H0DWULDWH )DFHERRNSDJHDQG7ZLWWHU DFFRXQW DQGKDVEHHQLQVWUXPHQWDO LQ WKH
VXFFHVV RIWKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD FDPSDLJQV
0HODLQD6KHOGRQ LV D'qVKLWjQ ZRPDQ ZKR OLYHV LQ KHU KRPHFRPPXQLW\ RI
7HVOLQ <XNRQ ZKHUH VKHZRUNVIRU WKH7HVOLQ 7OLQJLW &RXQFLO +HULWDJH 'HSDUWPHQW
DVWKH&RPPXQLW\ $UWV DQG(YHQWV &RRUGLQDWRU 0HODLQD LV ,QODQG 7OLQJLW6RXWKHUQ
Tutchone from her mother’s side and Polish/Ukrainian from her father’s side. Since 
FRPSOHWLQJ KHU%DFKHORU RI$UWVLQ VKHKDVZRUNHGDQGYROXQWHHUHG IRU YDULRXV
,QGLJHQRXV RUJDQL]DWLRQV LQ <XNRQ LQFOXGLQJ WKH&RXQFLO RI<XNRQ )LUVW1DWLRQV WKH
6HOI*RYHUQPHQW 6HFUHWDULDW WKH<XNRQ &ROOHJH )LUVW 1DWLRQ ,QLWLDWLYHV 'HSDUWPHQW
DQGWKH6NRRNXP-LP )ULHQGVKLS &HQWUH6KHKDVEHHQDORQJWLPH ERDUGPHPEHU
ZLWK *ZDDQGDN 7KHDWUe, Yukon’s only Indigenous theatre company, and is a member 
RIWKH2XU9RLFHVRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH 0HODLQD LVDOVR D-DQH*ODVVFR
1RUWKHUQ )HOORZ DQGVKHKRSHVWRLQFRUSRUDWH KHU WKHDWUH H[SHULHQFH ZLWK KHU

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IHOORZVKLS UHVHDUFK WRGHYLVH SROLF\ LPSURYHPHQWV IRU QRUWKHUQ MXGLFLDO V\VWHPV
VSHFLILFDOO\ SHUWDLQLQJ WR,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH0HODLQD LV HQWKXVLDVWLF DERXWOHDUQLQJ
IURP DQGVKDULQJ NQRZOHGJH ZLWK RWKHU \RXQJ OHDGHUV IURP DFURVVWKH1RUWKDQGXVHV
VRFLDO PHGLD WRFRQQHFW DQGEXLOG QRUWKHUQ ,QGLJHQRXV QHWZRUNV
7KURXJKRXW WKLV WKHVLV ,UHIHU WRHDFKRIP\FROODERUDWRUV E\QDPH DVPXFK DV
SRVVLEOH LQ RUGHUWRDYRLG KRPRJHQL]LQJ WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV DQGRSLQLRQV +RZHYHUZKHQ WKHUH
ZHUHVLJQLILFDQW RYHUODSV EHWZHHQ WKH VWDWHPHQWV WKDW HDFKZRPDQ SURYLGHG RQDJLYHQ WRSLF
RUZKHQ WKHLU H[SHULHQFHV FRQYHUJH ,PD\ refer to them collectively as “P\ collaborators.”
7KLV ODEHO VSHDNVWRRXUDQGWKHLU UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWKLQ WKH FRQWH[W RIWKLV SURMHFW DQGVD\VYHU\
OLWWOH DERXWZKRWKHVHZRPHQ DUHLQGHSHQGHQWO\ 0\KRSHLV WKDW WKURXJK WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO
VWDWHPHQWV UHDGHUVZLOO FRPHWRUHFRJQL]H WKHGLYHUVH DQGFRPSOH[ LGHQWLWLHV RIWKHVHQLQH
ZRPHQ 0\FROODERUDWRUV FRPH IURP GLIIHUHQW ,QGLJHQRXV DVZHOO DVQRQ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV HDFKZLWK LWV RZQFXOWXUH WUDGLWLRQV JRYHUQDQFH PRGHOV ODQJXDJHV DQGPRUH
)URP WKHLU GLYHUVH RULJLQV DVZHOO DVWKHLU YDVW DQGYDULHG OLIH H[SHULHQFHV RXWVLGH RI WKHLU
KRPH FRPPXQLWLHV HDFKRIP\FROODERUDWRUV KDVGHYHORSHG KHU RZQDSSURDFK WRQDYLJDWLQJ
WKH VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO ZRUOGV LQ ZKLFK VKHOLYHV 6RPHRIP\FROODERUDWRUV DUHDUWLVWV RU
SHUIRUPHUV VRPHDUHWHDFKHUV DQGRWKHUV DUHVWXGHQWV VRPHDUHUDGLFDO DFWLYLVWV DQGRWKHUV
DUHPRUHFRPIRUWDEOH FDOOLQJ WKHPVHOYHV DGYRFDWHV 'HVSLWH WKHVHGLIIHUHQFHV , VXJJHVW WKDW
LW LV LQPDQ\ ZD\V IURP WKHLU FRPPRQ SRVLWLRQ DV\RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ IURP <XNRQ
that my collaborators’ overlapping approaches to leading, building, and representing 
UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV JURZ
&KDSWHU %UHDNGRZQ
,QRUGHUWRVXEVWDQWLDWH WKH DERYHFODLP LQ FKDSWHU WZR,ZHDYH WRJHWKHU YDULRXV
FRQFHSWXDO WKUHDGV IURP NH\ZRUNVLQ WKH ILHOGV RI,QGLJHQRXV VWXGLHV FXOWXUDO VWXGLHV DQG

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communications studies, to build a backdrop against which my collaborators’ FRPPXQLW\
EXLOGLQJ DQGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO LQWHUYHQWLRQV RQVRFLDO PHGLD FDQEHXQGHUVWRRG ,Q WKHILUVW
VHFWLRQ RI WKHFKDSWHU ,OD\ WKH WKHRUHWLFDO IRXQGDWLRQ IRUWKH HQWLUH WKHVLV E\H[SORULQJ DQHZ
SDUDGLJP LQ ,QGLJHQRXV OHG HIIRUWV WRGHFRORQL]H WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV DQGUHFRQVWUXFW WKHLU
LGHQWLWLHV ,QGLJHQRXVUHVXUJHQFH,Q WKHVHFRQG VHFWLRQ ,HVWDEOLVK P\ FROODERUDWRUV DV
LQIOXHQWLDO OHDGHUVZLWKLQ WKHSDUDGLJP RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH E\H[SORULQJ WKH
FRPPXQLWLHV –PRVWO\ ,QGLJHQRXV –that have fostered my collaborators’ approaches to 
OHDGHUVKLS ERWKRQOLQH DQGRIIOLQH ,HPSOR\ WKH FRQFHSW RILQWHUVHFWLRQDOLW\ WRH[SODLQ KRZ
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO LGHDV DERXWERWK UDFHDQGJHQGHU LQIOXHQFH ,QGLJHQRXV ZRmen’s approaches 
WROHDGHUVKLS DQGVXJJHVW WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV IHPLQLVP DQGUHVXUJHQFH RIIHU ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ
DOWHUQDWLYH ZD\VWRWKLQN DERXWDQGSUDFWLFH OHDGHUVKLS ERWKRIIOLQH DQGLQ VRFLDO PHGLD
FRPPXQLWLHV ,FRQFOXGH WKHFKDSWHU E\H[DPLQLQJ WZR)DFHERRNFRPPXQLWLHV WKDW PRVW RI
P\FROODERUDWRUV KDYH FUHDWHGRUKHOSHGEXLOG 5H0DWULDWH DQG2XU9RLFHV ,SURSRVHWKDW
VRFLDO PHGLD SURYLGHV DFRQQHFWLYH VSDFHZKHUHP\FROODERUDWRUV H[WHQG DQGVWUHQJWKHQ WKHLU
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGEXLOG HQWLUHO\ QHZRQHV EDVHGRQIHPLQLVW DQGUHVXUJHQW
,QGLJHQRXV YDOXHV 
,QFKDSWHU WKUHH ,HVWDEOLVK WKDW UHGXFWLYH DQGUDFLVW XQGHUVWDQGLQJV RI,QGLJHQHLW\
HYLGHQFHG LQ VHWWOHUFRORQLDO GLVFRXUVHV DQGSULQFLSDOO\ DVDUWLFXODWHG LQ PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD
QHFHVVLWDWH ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH 7KHQ ,LOOXVWUDWH KRZP\FROODERUDWRUV DUHEULQJLQJ WKHLU
OHDGHUVKLS H[SHULHQFH DQGFRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ DJHQGDVRQOLQH ,DUJXH WKDW E\EXLOGLQJ VDIH
DQGVXSSRUWLYH FRPPXQLWLHV IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WRVSHDNRXWRQVRFLDO PHGLD P\
FROODERUDWRUV DUHFUHDWLQJ VRFLDO VSDFHVZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV FDQFRPH WRJHWKHU WR
DUWLFXODWH DUHVXUJHQW YLVLRQ RI ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ +DYLQJ SRVLWLRQHG P\FROODERUDWRUV DV
OHDGHUV LQ FKDSWHU WZR,OD\ WKHIRXQGDWLRQ IRUP\ FHQWUDO FODLP LQ FKDSWHU WKUHH P\
FROODERUDWRUV DUHLQIOXHQWLDO OHDGHUVZLWKLQ VRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV EHFDXVH WKH\ EXLOG DQG
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SDUWLFLSDWH LQ DIIHFWLYHO\ FKDUJHG GLVFXUVLYH VSDFHVZKHUH WKH\ FDQappeal to their audiences’ 
HPRWLRQV ,KRQH LQ RQP\FROODERUDWRUV DVLQGLYLGXDO VRFLDO PHGLD XVHUV DQGHYHU\GD\
DFWLYLVWV EHIRUH HOXFLGDWLQJ WKH DIIHFWLYH YDOXH WKDW WKHLU SHUVRQDOL]HG H[SUHVVLRQV RI
,QGLJHQRXVLGHQWLW\KDYH IRU GHFRORQL]DWLRQ DWWKHOHYHO RI WKHVHOI 
In chapter four, I tie my collaborators’ LQGLYLGXDODQGSHUVRQDOL]HG H[SUHVVLRQV RI
LGHQWLW\ WRWKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RIDUHVXUJHQW FROOHFWLYH,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ GHWHUPLQHG E\DQG
IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH,DQDO\]H KRZP\ FROODERUDWRUV WDNHDGYDQWDJH RIWKH FRQQHFWLYH
FRPPXQLFDWLYH DQGHPRWLYH DIIRUGDQFHV RIVRFLDO PHGLD LQ RUGHUWRFRQVWUXFW WKH ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ WKDW WKH\ LPDJLQH %\ FUHDWLQJ OLQNDJHV EHWZHHQ WKHZRUGVRIP\FROODERUDWRUV
UHJDUGLQJ WKHLU SUDFWLFHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD WRVFKRODUVKLS WKDW LOOXVWUDWHV KRZVRFLDO PHGLD LV
DIIHFWLQJ FRQWHPSRUDU\ VRFLDO UHDOLWLHV ,FRQVLGHU WKHEURDGHUGLVFXUVLYH LPSDFW WKDW P\
collaborators’ XVHRI VRFLDO PHGLD KDVIRU GLVVHPLQDWLQJ NQRZOHGJH DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ FRPPXQLW\ DQGFXOWXUH WKDW FKDOOHQJHV VHWWOHUFRORQLDO FRQVWUXFWV ,DUJXH WKDW E\
UHSUHVHQWLQJ WKHLU YLVLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ ZLWK WKH DLP RIDIIHFWLQJ IHHOLQJV RISULGH DQG
HPSRZHUPHQW DPRQJ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV P\FROODERUDWRUV HPERG\ WKHSULQFLSOHV RI
,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH ,FRQFOXGH E\VXJJHVWLQJ WKDWmy collaborators’ HYHU\GD\
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFXOWXUH KDYH WKH FXPXODWLYH SRZHUWRGHFRQVWUXFW
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VWHUHRW\SHV DQGSURYLGH IRUPRUHQXDQFHG QRWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQG
FRPPXQLW\
1RWHVRQ0HWKRGRORJ\
3ULRU WRRXU LQWHUYLHZV ,XQGHUWRRN DSUHOLPLQDU\ LQWHUWH[WXDO DQDO\VLV WRGHYHORS DQ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIKRZP\FROODERUDWRUV UHSUHVHQW DQGPRELOL]H ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQWKHLU
VRFLDO PHGLD SURILOHV DQGZLWKLQ JURXSV )RUPDWLYH GLVFRXUVH DQDO\VW 1RUPDQ)DLUFORXJK
H[SODLQV WKDW LQWHUWH[WXDO DQDO\VLV GUDZVDWWHQWLRQ WRWKHZD\V LQZKLFK WH[WV LH VSRNHQRU

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ZULWWHQ VWDWHPHQWV GHSHQGRQVRFLDOO\ DQGKLVWRULFDOO\ SURGXFHGGLVFRXUVHV EXWDOVR
GHPRQVWUDWHV WKDW WH[WV FDQWUDQVIRUP GLVFRXUVHV LQ WXUQ %\DSSO\LQJ DQ LQIRUPDO
LQWHUWH[WXDO DQDO\VLV WRWKH7ZLWWHU DQG)DFHERRNSURILOHV RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV ,REVHUYHGKRZ
WKH\ VXEYHUW KLVWRULFDO DQGVRFLDO FRQVWUXFWV RI,QGLJHQHLW\ WKURXJK WKHLU DIIHFWLYHO\ FKDUJHG
GLVFXUVLYH SUDFWLFHV )RUH[DPSOH &KDQWDO EDODQFHV KHU7ZLWWHU IHHGE\FRPSOHPHQWLQJ KHU
KXPRURXV WZHHWV DERXWFHOHEULW\ JRVVLS SRSFXOWXUH DQGHYHU\GD\ OLIH ZLWK WZHHWV DERXW
,QGLJHQRXV QHZV DQGLVVXHV DQG LQ Vupport of fellow Indigenous peoples’ accomplishments. 
.OXDQH RIWHQ SRVWVDUWLFOHV DERXW LQVSLULQJ ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV RULQLWLDWLYHV RQWKH2XU9RLFHV
)DFHERRNSDJHDQG WKHQ VKDUHV WKHSRVWVZLWK DGGLWLRQDO FRPPHQWDU\ RQKHU SHUVRQDO SURILOH
(ULQ 3LV IRQGRI SRVWLQJ VPLOLQJ VHOILHV RIKHUVHOI DQGKHUGDXJKWHU GUHVVHGLQ WKHLU UHJDOLD
EHIRUH GDQFHSHUIRUPDQFHV EXW DOVRSRVWVPRUH VHULRXV VWDWXV XSGDWHV DERXW WKHLPSRUWDQFH
RIUHYLWDOL]LQJ FXOWXUDO WUDGLWLRQV IRUIXWXUH JHQHUDWLRQV 6DPDQWKD DGGVWUHQGLQJ KDVKWDJV WR
KHUWZHHWV VRWKDW KHURSLQLRQ LV KHDUGLQ FXUUHQW FRQYHUVDWLRQV VXUURXQGLQJ PDMRU SROLWLFDO
LVVXHV OLNH WKH1DWLRQDO ,QTXLU\ LQWR 0XUGHUHG DQG0LVVLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV :RPHQ RUWKH7UXWK
DQG5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ &RPPLVVLRQ 7KH LVVXHV WKDW WKH\ FKRRVH WRWDON DERXW DQGWKHSDUWVRI
WKHLU OLYHV WKDW WKH\ VKRZRQVRFLDO PHGLD DUHVRPHWLPHV DVGLIIHULQJ as my collaborators’ 
LQGLYLGXDO SHUVRQDOLWLHV –EXWZKDW WKH\ VKDUH LVDIRFXVRQUHSUHVHQWLQJ WKH HPSRZHULQJ DQG
SRVLWLYH DVSHFWVRIWKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV DQG FRPPXQLWLHV 2EVHUYLQJ P\FROODERUDWRUV’ 
LQWHUYHQWLRQV RQVRFLDO PHGLD FDXVHGPHWRZRQGHU DERXWKRZ WKHLU VLPLODU DSSURDFKHV DQG
SUDFWLFHV HPHUJHG DQGLQ ZKDWZD\V WKHDIIRUGDQFHV RIVRFLDO PHGLD PLJKW KHOS WRH[SODLQ
VXFKRYHUODSV :KLOH PDQ\ RIP\FROODborators’ personal SUDFWLFHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD DVZHOO
DVWKHLU PHWKRGV RIFRPPXQLW\ OHDGHUVKLS DQGEXLOGLQJ UHIOHFW W\SLFDO FRGHVRI FRQGXFW
ZLWKLQ WKHVH VSDFHV,QRWLFHG WKDW WKH\ DOVRVHHPHG WREULQJ WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO H[SHULHQFHV DQG
LGHQWLWLHV DV,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ WREHDU
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,QRUGHUWRJDLQ DPRUHQXDQFHG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIWKH FRQQHFWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKHLU
H[SHULHQFHV LGHQWLWLHV DQGSUDFWLFHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD ,FRQGXFWHG LQGHSWK LQWHUYLHZV ZLWK
HDFKRIP\FROODERUDWRUV DVP\SULPDU\ UHVHDUFKPHWKRG IRU WKLV SURMHFW )RUDOO RIP\
collaborators, “social networking sites,” which are a type of social media site dedicated to 
SURPRWLQJ LQWHUSHUVRQDO FRQQHFWLRQV EHWZHHQ LQGLYLGXDOV DQGJURXSV YDQ'LMFN DUH
WKH W\SHRIVRFLDO PHGLD VLWHV WKDW WKH\ VSHQGE\IDU WKHPRVW WLPH RQDQGSDUWLFLSDWH LQPRVW
For that reason, our discussions were limited to each of my collaborators’ participation on 
HLWKHU RUERWKRI WKHWZRVRFLDO QHWZRUNLQJ VLWHV WKDW WKH\ FROOHFWLYHO\ XVHPRVW –)DFHERRN
DQG7ZLWWHU )DFHERRNDQG7ZLWWHU DUHVLPLODUO\ VWUXFWXUHG VLWHV LQ WKDW ERWK DOORZ IRUPDQ\
FRPPXQLW\ VWUXFWXUHV WRH[LVW PHPEHUV PD\ KDYH VWURQJ WLHV RUZHDNRQHVFRPPXQLFDWLRQV
EHWZHHQPHPEHUV PD\ EHPLQLPDO RQHZD\RQO\ RUPXWXDO DQGPHPEHUV PD\ HLWKHU EXLOG
XSRQ WKHLU RIIOLQH FRQQHFWLRQV RUIRUP HQWLUHO\ QHZRQHV*RUWRQ DQG*DUGH+DQVRQ 
2Q7ZLWWHU FRQYHUVDWLRQV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV PRVW RIWHQ IRUP DURXQGKDVKWDJV UHODWHG WR
FHUWDLQ WUHQGLQJ WRSLFV HJ LGOHQRPRUH 2Q)DFHERRNGLVFXVVLRQV DOVRWDNHSODFH WKURXJK
KDVKWDJV LQ JURXSV RURQSDJHVZKLFK PD\ KDYHKXQGUHGV RIWKRXVDQGV RUPLOOLRQV RI
participants, members, or “likers,” respectively. Despite the RVWHQVLEO\ EDVLF IRUPV DQG
IXQFWLRQDOLWLHV RI)DFHERRNDQG7ZLWWHU WKHSRVVLEOH XVHVRIDQGEHKDYLRUV RQWKHVH VLWHV DUH
VHHPLQJO\ HQGOHVV $VVXFK HDFKRIP\FROODERUDWRUV KDVDXQLTXH DSSURDFKWRDQGSUHVHQFH
RQ7ZLWWHU DQGRU)DFHERRNDQGHDFK WDNHVSDUWLQ YDULRXV FRPPXQLWLHV ZLWKLQ WKHVH VLWHV 
%DVHGRQP\ UHDGLQJ RIZRUNE\0DUJDUHW .RYDFKRQFRQGXFWLQJ HWKLFDO UHVHDUFK
ZLWK ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV ,GHWHUPLQHG WKDW LQWHUYLHZV ZLWK P\FROODERUDWRUV ZRXOG
allow me to engage with my topic through a critical analysis of how my collaborators’ 
VWDWHPHQWV FRPSDUHZLWK ERWKKHJHPRQLF PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD DQGUDGLFDO VFKRODUO\ GLVFRXUVHV
DERXW ,QGLJHQHLW\ $WWKH VDPH WLPH TXRWLQJ GLUHFWO\ IURP RXU LQWHUYLHZV DOORZV PH WR
UHSUHVHQW P\FROODERUDWRUV LQ WKHLU RZQYRLFHV DVPXFK DVSRVVLEOH ,KDYHEHHQPLQGIXO RI

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P\SULYLOHJHG DQGSRZHUIXO SRVLWLRQ DVDUHVHDUFKHU SDUWLFXODUO\ DVVRPHRQH ZKRKDVEHHQ
HGXFDWHGZLWKLQ WKHGRPLQDQW :HVWHUQ V\VWHP ZKLFK KDV“a cultural orientation, a set of 
YDOXHV DGLIIHUHQW FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ RIVXFK WKLQJV DVWLPH VSDFHDQGVXEMHFWLYLW\ GLIIHUHQW
DQGFRPSHWLQJ WKHRULHV RI NQRZOHGJH KLJKO\ VSHFLDOL]HG IRUPV RI ODQJXDJH DQG VWUXFWXUHV RI
power” (7XKLZDL 6PLWK $VDZKLWH ZRPDQ ZKR DLPV WRDSSURDFKP\ UHVHDUFK
WKURXJK DQDQWLFRORQLDO OHQV DQGLQSRVLWLRQLQJ WKLV SURMHFW LQ VROLGDULW\ ZLWK ,QGLJHQRXV OHG
GHFRORQL]DWLRQ HIIRUWV ,EHOLHYH LWLV FUXFLDO WKDWP\DQDO\VLV IORZV DVPXFK DVSRVVLEOH IURP
WKHXQGHUVWDQGLQJV DQG LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV WKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV FRQYH\HG WRPHGXULQJ RXU
interviews. Therefore, my approach to integrating my collaborators’ ZRUGVLQWR P\ WKHVLV DUH
EDVHGRQWKHPHWKRGRORJLFDO DSSURDFKDGYRFDWHGE\FULWLFDO ,QGLJHQRXV VWXGLHV VFKRODU
$Qdrea Smith. My analysis depends not on scrutinizing the content of my collaborators’ 
VWDWHPHQWV EXWUDWKHU RQORFDWLQJ WKHP within a broader “intellectual inquiry around [the] 
LQWHUVHFWLQJ ORJLFV RIZKLWH VXSUHPDF\ FRORQLDOLVP FDSLWDOLVP DQGKHWHURSDWUiarchy…[that] 
structure all of society” (Smith 2005, 242). 
7KH LQWHUYLHZ GDWDWKDW ,FROOHFWHG ZLWK P\FROODERUDWRUV ZDVWULDQJXODWHG DFURVV
GLIIHUHQW VRXUFHV IURP FXOWXUDO DQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQV VWXGLHV SDUWLFXODUO\ OLWHUDWXUH RQPHGLD
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ VRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV VRFLDO PHGLD DFWLYLVP DQGRQOLQH LGHQWLWLHV DQG
ZDVSULPDULO\ DQDO\]HG ZLWKLQ WKH IUDPHZRUN RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH 7KLV DSSURDFK
allows me to demonstrate where my collaborators’ experiences and approaches align not only 
ZLWK RQH DQRWKHU EXWDOVRZLWK RWKHU RQOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV DVZHOO DVZKHUH WKH\ GLIIHU 0\
UHVHDUFKGHVLJQ DQGLQWHUYLHZ GDWDSURYLGH HYLGHQFH IRU WKHLQIHUHQFH RIDIIHFWLYH DQG
discursive impacts of my collaborators’ interventions onVRFLDO PHGLD IRU WKHPVHOYHV WKHLU
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGHYHQ VRPHDVWXWH QRQ,QGLJHQRXV REVHUYHUV<HWWKH
TXDOLWDWLYH QDWXUH RIP\ UHVHDUFK GLGQRW DOORZ IRU EHIRUHDQGDIWHU DQDO\VHV WRHPSLULFDOO\
DVVHVVWKHmaterial effects of my collaborators’ interventions. Despite this liPLWDWLRQ WKH

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UHVHDUFKZDVVXFFHVVIXO LQ GHVFULELQJ KRZHIIHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ LV WDNLQJ
SODFHRQVRFLDO PHGLD DQGIRU SURYLGLQJ DQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIWKH SUD[HV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOH DUHHPSOR\LQJ DQGHPERG\LQJ LQRUGHUWRFRQVWUXFW DUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
7KH UHVHDUFK VXJJHVWV WKDW WKH ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH IUDPHZRUN XVHGLQ WKLV WKHVLV FDQEHD
XVHIXO WKHRUHWLFDO PRGHO IRUWKHSXUSRVHRIDQDO\]LQJ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ DQG
LGHQWLW\ UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ DQGIRUPDWLRQ RQVRFLDO PHGLD 
According to Kovach: “Giving back does not only mean a dissemination of findings, 
it means creating a relationship throughout the entirety of research” (2009, 149). Since I 
FROODERUDWHG ZLWK LQGLYLGXDOV IURP GLIIHUHQW FRPPXQLWLHV ,GLGQRW KDYH VSHFLILF SURWRFROV
GHYHORSHG E\DQ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ WRJXLGH P\ZRUNRQWKLV SURMHFW ,QVWHDG ,SXW
PDLQWDLQLQJ WUXVWLQJ UHODWLRQVKLSV ZLWK P\FROODERUDWRUV DWWKH FHQWUH RIP\ UHVHDUFK DQG
ZULWLQJ SURFHVV0\FROODERUDWRUV KDGRSSRUWXQLWLHV WRUHYLHZ WKHWUDQVFULSWV RIRXU
LQWHUYLHZV DQGGUDIW FKDSWHUV RI WKLV WKHVLV ,KDYH DSSUHFLDWHG WKHLU VXVWDLQHG LQWHUHVW
VXJJHVWLRQV DQGVXSSRUW WKURXJKRXW ,WUXVW WKHIHHGEDFN WKDW WKH\ KDYHJLYHQ PHDQG, DP
FRQILGHQW WKDW WKH\ WUXVWPH DVDQHWKLFDO UHVHDUFKHU ,EHOLHYH WKDW WKLV SURMHFWGHPRQVWUDWHV
KRZFULWLFDO HWKQRJUDSKLF UHVHDUFK FDQEHDQDFWRIVROLGDULW\ ZLWK ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DVWKH\
GHFRORQL]H WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV DQGEXLOG UHVXUJHQW FRPPXQLWLHV *LYHQ WKHFRORQLDO KLVWRU\ RI
&DQDGDDQGWKH FXUUHQW VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VWUXFWXULQJ RI&DQDGLDQ VRFLHW\ DQGSROLWLFV WKH
FULWLFDO HWKQRJUDSKLF PHWKRGRORJ\ RI WKLV WKHVLV VXSSRUWV WKHQHHGIRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH WR
GHWHUPLQH IRU WKHPVHOYHV ZKDW WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV DUHDQGKRZWKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV VKRXOG GHYHORS 
)URP VWDUWWRILQLVK WKLV SURMHFW KDVEHHQDFROODERUDWLYH XQGHUWDNLQJ EHWZHHQ P\
FROODERUDWRUV DQGPH KRZHYHU ,GRQRWZLVK WRIDOVHO\ LPSO\ WKDW LWV DXWKRULW\ LV HTXDO ,
GLUHFWO\ TXRWHP\ FROODERUDWRUV DVPXFK DVSRVVLEOH EXW UHFRJQL]H WKDW ,KDGDQXQHTXDO
DPRXQW RISRZHULQ GHFLGLQJ ZKDW LQWHUYLHZ FRQWHQW ZDVXOWLPDWHO\ LQFOXGHG 3DJHVRIRXU
WUDQVFULEHG LQWHUYLHZV KDYHEHHQH[FOXGHG 1RQHWKHOHVV ,KDYHPDGHLWP\ SHUVRQDO JRDO LQ
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ZULWLQJ WRDPSOLI\ WKHYRLFHV DQGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV DVWKH\ZRXOG OLNH WREH
KHDUG DQGXQGHUVWRRG DQG,FRQVLGHU WKLV SURMHFWDVEHLQJ RIVKDUHG DXWKRULW\ EHWZHHQP\
FROODERUDWRUV DQGPH0\FROODERUDWRUV DUHDOUHDG\ RXWVSRNHQ FRPPXQLW\ OHDGHUV DQGRU
DFWLYLVWV ZLWK ZLGH VSKHUHVRILQIOXHQFH LQPDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV VRP\ LQWHQWLRQ LQZULWLQJ WKLV WKHVLV LV WRFDUU\ WKHLU YRLFHV DQGPHVVDJHV HYHQ
IXUWKHU WRSUHYLRXVO\ XQUHDFKHG DXGLHQFHV :KLOH P\FROODERUDWRUV KROG VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO
LQIOXHQFH LQ<XNRQ DQGEH\RQG WKHLU FXUUHQW FRQWULEXWLRQV WRFRQYHUVDWLRQV DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ RUOHDGHUVKLS ZLWKLQ WKH DFDGHP\DUHOLPLWHG 0\JRDO LV WRGHP\VWLI\ VRPHRIP\
collaborators’ praxes of Indigenous resurgence on social media by aligning them with 
HVWDEOLVKHG VFKRODUO\ WKHRULHV DQG VWXGLHV ,QGRLQJ VR,KRSH WKDW ,DPKHOSLQJ WRDOOHYLDWH
WKHEXUGHQRQP\FROODERUDWRUV RIQHHGLQJ WREXLOG \HW DQRWKHU EULGJH –WKLV WLPH EHWZHHQ
DFDGHPLD DQG UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV 
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&KDSWHU &RQFHSWXDOL]LQJ DQG%XLOGLQJ &RQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV &RPPXQLWLHV
,QGLJHQRXV 3ROLWLFVLQ&DQDGD
Indigenous peoples’ resistance to cultural assimilation and racist VHWWOHUFRORQLDO
GLVFRXUVHV KDVDKLVWRU\ DVORQJ DVFRORQLDOLVP LQ &DQDGDDQGDVDFRQVHTXHQFH KDV UHFHLYHG
FRQVLGHUDEOH VFKRODUO\ DWWHQWLRQ ,QUHFHQW \HDUV SUHHPLQHQW ,QGLJHQRXV VFKRODUV LQ SDUWLFXODU
KDYH IRUHJURXQGHG UHVXUJHQW SUD[HV RI,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV WRFRPEDW WKH
QHJDWLYH HIIHFWV RIKLVWRULFDO RSSUHVVLRQ DQGUHVLVW WKHPRUH DOOXVLYH LPSDFWV RIFRQWHPSRUDU\
VHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP 5HVXUJHQW SUD[HV DUHWKHSUDFWLFDOO\ DSSOLHG WKHRULHV RI ,QGLJHQRXV
UHVLVWDQFHDQGUHYLWDOL]DWLRQ7KH ,GOH1R0RUHPRYHPHQW SURYLGHV SHUKDSV WKHPRVW
UHFRJQL]DEOH H[DPSOH RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQW SUD[HV DWERWK LQGLYLGXDO DQGFROOHFWLYH OHYHOV
6RFLDO PHGLD DOVRSOD\HG DFULWLFDO UROH LQ WKHGHYHORSPHQW RI,GOH1R0RUHIXQFWLRQLQJ DVD
VSDFHZKHUH VWUDWHJLHV ZHUHGHYHORSHG DQGGLVFXUVLYH DFWLRQ WRRNSODFH%DUNHU ZKLFK
PDNHV WKHPRYHPHQW VWLOO PRUH XVHIXO IRU FRPSDULVRQ LQ WKLV WKHVLV ,Q KLV VHPLQDO
FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ RIDSDUDGLJP RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH 5HG6NLQ:KLWH0DVNV5HMHFWLQJ
WKH&RORQLDO3ROLWLFVRI5HFRJQLWLRQWKHRULVW *OHQ 6HDQ&RXOWKDUG H[DPLQHV WKH ,GOH1R
0RUHPRYHPHQW LQ RUGHUWRGHYHORS DYLVLRQ RIUHVXUJHQW GHFRORQLDO SROLWLFV LQ SUDFWLFH
&RXOWKDUG SURSRVHVWKDW LQGLYLGXDO DFWVRI UHVXUJHQFH GHPRQVWUDWHG GXULQJ WKH
PRYHPHQW LQFOXGHG LQGLYLGXDOV FUHDWLQJ ZRUNVEDVHGRQ,QGLJHQRXV DUWLVWLF WUDGLWLRQV
ZULWLQJ VRFLDO PHGLD SRVWVLQ ,QGLJHQRXV ODQJXDJHV SXEOLVKLQJ EORJV RU)DFHERRNSRVWVDERXW
,QGLJHQRXV RQWRORJLHV –UHDOO\ DQ\SXEOLF GLVSOD\ WKDW DWWHPSWHG WRUHYLWDOL]HWUDGLWLRQDO
,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUHV RUEHOLHIV $WDFROOHFWLYH OHYHO &RXOWKDUG FLWHV HYHU\WKLQJ IURP URXQG
GDQFHV LQ VKRSSLQJ PDOOV WRWHDFKLQV RQ,QGLJHQRXV KLVWRULHV DQGULJKWV WRWKHXVHRIURDG
EORFNDGHV DVH[DPSOHV RI,QGLJHQRXV peoples’ UHVLVWDQFHWRVHWWOHUFRORQLDO DVVDXOWV RQWKHLU
ODQG ULJKWV FXOWXUHV DQGLGHQWLWLHV ,QWKHFDVHRI,GOH1R0RUHWKHQ UHVXUJHQFHZDV

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GHPRQVWUDWHG LQ Indigenous peoples’ individual and collective practices of revitalizing their 
KLVWRULHV ODQJXDJHV FXOWXUHV DQGLGHQWLWLHV –SUDFWLFHV WKDW UHVLVW GRPLQDWH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO
GRPLQDQFH E\IRUHJURXQGLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZD\VRIEHLQJ NQRZLQJ DQGUHODWLQJ 
8VLQJ H[DPSOHV IURP P\FROODERUDWRUV DERXWKRZ WKH\ DUHZRUNLQJ WRUHYLWDOL]H WKHLU
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGUHVLVW WKHVHWWOHUFRORQLDO LPDJLQDU\ RI ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
WKURXJK HYHU\GD\ LQWHUYHQWLRQV LQ ERWK RIIOLQH VLWXDWLRQV DQGRQVRFLDO PHGLD ,DUJXH WKDWP\
FROODERUDWRUV SURYLGHJURXQGHG H[DPSOHV RI SUD[HVRI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH ,GHPRQVWUDWH
WKDWP\FROODEorators’ GDLO\ OHDGHUVKLS DQGFRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ HIIRUWV DOWKRXJK QRW \LHOGLQJ
QHDUO\ WKHGHJUHHRIZLGHVSUHDG LQIOXHQFH DV,GOH1R0RUHH[HPSOLI\ SUD[HVRI,QGLJHQRXV
UHVXUJHQFH DWLQGLYLGXDO LQWUDFRPPXQLW\ DQG LQWHUFRPPXQLW\ OHYHOV ,QGRLQJ VR,
DFNQRZOHGJH WKDW WKHGLYHUVLW\ RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV ZKRKDYHYDU\LQJ OLIH H[SHULHQFHV
FXOWXUDO EDFNJURXQGV DQGSROLWLFV OHDGV WRGLVFUHSDQFLHV LQ WKHSDUWLFXODU VWUDWHJLHV WKDW HDFK
WDNHVWROHDGLQJ DQGEXLOGLQJ KHUFRPPXQLWLHV 'HVSLWH WKHLU GLIIHULQJ PHWKRGV ,DUJXH WKDW
P\FROODERUDWRUV DUHDOO QHYHUWKHOHVV ZRUNLQJ WRZDUGFRPPRQ HQGJRDOV WRHPSRZHU DQG
UHYLWDOL]H WKHPVHOYHV DQGWKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV DQGWRFRQVWUXFW DUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
I evince this argument by couching my collaborators’ VWDWHPHQWV DERXW WKHLU RZQ OHDGHUVKLS
FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ DQGFXOWXUDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ SUD[HV ZKHWKHU RIIOLQH RURQOLQH ZLWKLQ D
SDUDGLJP RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH 
,QWKLV WKHVLV ,DUJXH that my collaborators’ interventions into their online and offlinH
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DUHLQIRUPHG E\DQXDQFHG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI QRWRQO\ ZKDW LV
DFWXDOO\ IHDVLEOH EXW DOVRZKDW LVSURYHQ WREHEHQHILFLDO E\DQGIRU,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV
,QFRQWUDVW PRVW SUHYLRXV VFKRODUVKLS RQWKH VRFLRSROLWLFDO UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WKH
FRORQL]HU LHVHWWOHU &DQDGLDQV RI(XURSHDQ GHVFHQW DQGWKH&DQDGLDQ VWDWH DQGWKH
FRORQL]HG LH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV KDVEHHQFHOHEUDWHG IRULWV GXDO IRFXV
RQWKH WKHRUHWLFDO DQGSUDFWLFDO UHTXLUHPHQWV RIDUHODWLRQVKLS WKDW EHQHILWV ERWKWKH&DQDGLDQ

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VWDWHDQG,QGLJHQRXVQDWLRQV&RXOWKDUG SURYLGHV DKLJKO\ FULWLFDO H[DPLQDWLRQ RI WKH
“recognition approach” WKDW KDVSUHYDLOHG RYHUERWKSROLWLFDO WKHRUL]LQJ RQDQGDFWXDO
UHODWLRQV EHWZHHQ&DQDGDDQG ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV IRU WKHSDVWKDOI FHQWXU\ +H
H[SODLQV WKDW WKHSUHGRPLQDQW SDUDGLJP RI UHFRJQLWLRQ LVFKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ DOLEHUDO GLVFRXUVH
RIDUHQHZHG DQGUHFLSURFDO UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WKH&DQDGLDQ VWDWHDQG,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
5DWKHU WKDQ FUHDWLQJ DPXWXDOO\ EHQHILFLDO DQGMXGLFLRXV UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ &DQDGDDQG
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WKRXJK &RXOWKDUG FRQWHQGV WKDW WKH VWUXFWXULQJ RI UHFRJQLWLRQ SROLWLFV LQ
SUDFWLFH KDVWDFLWO\ XSKHOG VHWWOHUFRORQLDO KHJHPRQ\ +HVWDWHVWKDW UHFRJQLWLRQEDVHG WKHRU\
LQ LWV FRQWHPSRUDU\ OLEHUDO IRUP VHUYHV HVVHQWLDOO\ to rearticulate “the very configurations of 
FRORQLDOLVW UDFLVW SDWULDUFKDO VWDWHSRZHUWKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV GHPDQGV IRU UHFRJQLWLRQ
have historically sought to transcend” (2014, 3). 
(PHUJLQJ,QGLJHQRXV/HDGHUVDV3UDFWLWLRQHUVRI,QGLJHQRXV5HVXUJHQFH
/RRNLQJ IRUZDUG &RXOWKDUG WXUQV WR,QGLJHQRXV VFKRODUDFWLYLVWV DWWKH IRUHRI
FRQWHPSRUDU\ GHFRORQLDO ,QGLJHQRXV WKHRU\ DQGSUD[LV VSHFLILFDOO\ 7DLDLDNH $OIUHG 
DQG/HDQQH %HWDVDPRVDNH 6LPSVRQ WRSURYLGH PXFK RIWKHRQWRORJLFDO DQG
HSLVWHPRORJLFDO VFDIIROGLQJ IRU KLV RZQWKHRUL]LQJ RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DVDQDOWHUQDWLYH
WRUHFRJQLWLRQ )ROORZLQJ $OIUHG &RXOWKDUG DFNQRZOHGJHV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DVD

Throughout this thesis, I will refrain from using the word “nations” to describe Indigenous communities in 
&DQDGDIRUWKUHHUHDVRQV)LUVWQRWDOO RIP\FROODERUDWRUVDUHFLWL]HQV RIVHOIJRYHUQLQJ)LUVW1DWLRQVVRLW
would be inaccurate to write inclusively of my collaborators’ Indigenous communities as nations. Second, when 
I refer to my collaborators’ “Indigenous communities,” I am not necessarily UHIHUULQJ WRWKHQDWLRQRUEDQGLQ
ZKLFKWKH\DUHDOHJDOFLWL]HQ 5DWKHU,DPUHIHUULQJ WRDQ\FRPPXQLW\ FRPSULVLQJPDLQO\ ,QGLJHQRXVSHRSOHV
LQZKLFKP\FROODERUDWRUVVDLGWKH\IHHODVWKRXJKWKH\EHORQJ7KHVHFRPPXQLWLHV LQFOXGHVRFLDOPHGLD JURXSV
OLNH5H0DWULDWH DQG2XU9RLFHVZKLFKKDYHRIILFLDOPHPEHUVKLSV DQGRUJDQL]DWLRQDO VWUXFWXUHVWRPRUH IOXLG
FRPPXQLWLHV OLNH QHWZRUNVRIDFWLYLVWVRUMRXUQDOLVWVRQ7ZLWWHU RU,GOH1R0RUHJURXSVRQ)DFHERRNZLWK
WKRXVDQGVRIPHPEHUV )LQDOO\ ,GRQRWZLVKWRGLVFUHGLWWKHRIILFLDO QDWLRQKRRGVWDWXVWKDWRI<XNRQ)LUVW
1DWLRQVKDYHVRXJKWDQGDFKLHYHGWKURXJKWKH<XNRQ)LUVW1DWLRQ)LQDO DQG6HOI*RYHUQPHQW $JUHHPHQWV EXW
UHFRJQL]HWKDWVRPH,QGLJHQRXVSHRSOHVLQ&DQDGDDQG<XNRQ UHMHFWWKHVHGRFXPHQWVEHFDXVHWKH\FRQIRUPWRD
:HVWHUQUDWKHUWKDQ,QGLJHQRXVXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIQDWLRQKRRG,QKLVVWXG\RIHWKQR WHUULWRULDO QDWLRQDOLVP DPRQJ
Yukon First Nations, Paul Nadasdy explains that “most … critics, despite their radically different perspectives, 





UHQGHUHGPLQRULW\ LQ &DQDGDPXVW FRQWLQXH WRSDUWLFLSDWH LQ GRPLQDQW OHJDO DQGSROLWLFDO
V\VWHPV EXWFDOOV RQ HPHUJLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV WRPDLQWDLQ LQWHJULW\ LQ WKHLU UHODWLRQV ZLWK
WKH VWDWHDQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLHW\ E\JURXQGLQJ WKHLU SROLWLFV DQGSUDFWLFHV LQ ,QGLJHQRXV
UHVXUJHQFH &RXOWKDUG FRQWHQGV WKDW WRSUDFWLFH DSROLWLFV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH QHZ
Indigenous leaders must renounce “the instrumental rationality central to the liberal politics 
of recognition and instead … HQDFWRUSUDFWLFHRXU SROLWLFDO FRPPLWPHQWV WR,QGLJHQRXV
national and women’s liberation in the cultural form and content of our struggle itself” 
HPSKDVLV LQ RULJLQDO +HFDXWLRQV KRZHYHU WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH PD\ QRW
ILW ZLWK QHDWPRGHOV RIOHDGHUVKLS RUVRFLDO PRYHPHQWV VLQFH LW GRHVQRW QHFHVVDULO\ ZRUN
WRZDUGDspecific end or goal. Instead, he states: “Indigenous resurgence is at its core a 
SUHILJXUDWLYHSROLWLFV––WKH PHWKRGV RIGHFROonization prefigure its aims” (IELG ,QWKH
IROORZLQJ FKDSWHUV ,VXJJHVW WKDW WKH HYHU\GD\ OHDGHUVKLS DQGFXOWXUDO SUDFWLFHV WKDWP\
FROODERUDWRUV HPERG\ DQGHPSOR\ ZLWKLQ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV UHLI\ VRPHRI WKH
WKHRULHV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH SXW IRUWK E\&RXOWKDUG $OIUHG 6LPSVRQ DQGDIHZRWKHUV 
7RFRPHWRWKLV FRQFOXVLRQ ,PXVW ILUVW HVWDEOLVK P\FROODERUDWRUV DVFRPPXQLW\
OHDGHUV DQGSURSRQHQWV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH )RUWKHUHPDLQGHU RIWKLV FKDSWHU ,IRFXV
RQH[DPLQLQJ WKH,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW KDYH VKDSHGP\FROODERUDWRUV DQGZKLFK WKH\
DUHQRZVKDSLQJ DVHPHUJLQJ OHDGHUV 7KURXJKRXW ,GUDZRQFROODERUDWRU VWDWHPHQWV WKDW
LOOXPLQDWH WKHLU UHVXUJHQW DSSURDFKHV WROHDGHUVKLS DQGIRFXV RQEXLOGLQJ WKH VWUHQJWK RI
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV IURP WKH LQVLGH RXW7KH ILUVW VHFWLRQ RI WKLV FKDSWHU SURYLGHV DQLQ
GHSWK H[DPLQDWLRQ RIWKH FRPSOH[LWLHV RI FRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUVKLS
DQGOHDGHUVKLS EDVHGRQWKHXQGHUVWDQGLQJV DQGH[SHULHQFHV RIP\FROODERUDWRUV ,QWKH
VHFRQGVHFWLRQ ,KLJKOLJKW KRZ WKHVHQLQH \RXQJ ZRPHQ H[WHQG WKHLU UHVXUJHQW OHDGHUVKLS
LQWR WKHUHDOP RIVRFLDO PHGLD E\H[DPLQLQJ WZR)DFHERRNFRPPXQLWLHV DVFDVHVWXGLHV
5H0DWULDWH DQG2XU9RLFHV0\FROODERUDWRUV DFNQRZOHGJH WKHWHQVLRQV WKDW DULVHZKHQ WKH

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FRPSOLFDWHG G\QDPLFV WKDW DOUHDG\ H[LVW ZLWKLQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DUHDOVR UHDOL]HG
DQGHYHQ LQIODWHG RQOLQH +RZHYHU ,VXJJHVW WKDW WKHLU H[SHULHQFHV DQGUHIOHFWLRQV DOVR
H[HPSOLI\ KRZVRFLDO PHGLD LV SURYLGLQJ WKHQH[W JHQHUDWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV D
SRZHUIXO WRRO IRUEXLOGLQJ WKHVWUHQJWK RIWKHLU H[LVWLQJ FRPPXQLWLHV DQGIRU FUHDWLQJ VSDFH
IRU QHZ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WRJURZ
Women’s/HDGHUVKLS LQ&RQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV &RPPXQLWLHV
3ULRU WRH[SORULQJ WKHSUDFWLFHV WKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV HPSOR\ LQ RUGHUWRHIIHFW WKH
FKDQJHV WKDW WKH\ HQYLVLRQ IRU WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV LW LV QHFHVVDU\ WRILUVW FRQWH[WXDOL]H ZKDW
FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUVKLS DQGOHDGHUVKLS PHDQV LQ WKHSDUWLFXODU H[SHULHQFHV RIWKHVHQLQH
\RXQJ ZRPHQ $OWKRXJK WKHLU XQGHUVWDQGLQJV ZHUHVXEMHFWLYH FHUWDLQ FRPPRQDOLWLHV
HPHUJHG 0RVWRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV VXJJHVWHG WKDW WKHSULPDU\ REVWDFOH WRWKHLU OHDGHUVKLS
MXVW DVLW LV WKHLU SULPDU\ VRXUFHRILQVSLUDWLRQ ZDVDQGLVDWWKHOHYHO RIWKHVHOI )RUH[DPSOH
&ODLUH VDLG WKDW IRU DORQJ WLPH VKHVWUXJJOHG WRILQG UROHV WKDWPDGHKHUIHHO FRQILGHQW LQ ERWK
KHUVHOI DQGLQ WKHYDOXH RI KHUFRQWULEXWLRQV IRUKHU FRPPXQLW\
,SUHYLRXVO\ WRQRZKDYH WDNHQ DYHU\ VRFLDOFXOWXUDO DSSURDFK WRWKHZD\WKDW ,ZDQW
WREHLQYROYHG ZLWK P\ FRPPXQLW\ 6RWKDWZRXOG EHWKLQJV OLNH MRLQLQJ WKHGDQFH
JURXSRUKHOSLQJ ZLWK FRPPXQLW\ HYHQWV OLNH JHWWLQJ SHRSOH WRJHWKHU EXWWKHQ RQFH
we were together I felt like I wasn’t contributing the skills that ,KDGOHDUQHG LQ ODZ
VFKRRO 'RLQJ FRUSRUDWHZRUNIRUP\)LUVW 1DWLRQ IHHOV PXFK PRUHSURGXFWLYH DQG
,WKLQN WKDW LW LV LPSRUWDQW WRSUDFWLFH FXOWXUDO SUactices, but for the time being …,
UHDOO\ OLNH WKDW IDVWSDFH DQG,UHDOO\ OLNH XWLOL]LQJ Py skills in a very specific way …,
IHHO OLNH WKLV ZDVWKH ULJKW FKRLFH
&RQVLGHULQJ WKHSRVLWLRQV WKDW VKHQRZZRUNVDQGYROXQWHHUV LQ ZLWK KHU KRPH ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLW\ &ODLUH ZHQW RQWRVWUHQJWKHQ KHU FODLP WKDW VKH IHOW PRUHYDOXDEOH WRDQGYDOXHG

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E\KHUFRPPXQLW\ RQFH VKHJDLQHG FRQILGHQFH LQ WKH HGXFDWLRQ DQGOLIHVW\OH FKRLFHV WKDW VKH
KDVPDGH IRU KHUVHOI HYHQ ZKHQ WKRVH FKRLFHV ZHUHPDGHGHVSLWHZKDW RWKHU FRPPXQLW\
PHPEHUV RURXWVLGHUV WKRXJKW ZDVEHVWIRU KHU DQGWKHQ VHJXHG WKH VNLOOV ERUQRIWKRVH
FKRLFHV LQWR PHDQLQJIXO FRQWULEXWLRQV WRKHUFRPPXQLW\ &ODLUH UHIOHFWHG WKDW KHU VHQVHRI
EHORQJLQJ LQKHU FRPPXQLW\ HPHUJHG IURP KHU SHUVRQDO DELOLW\ WRVKLIW KHUDWWHQWLRQ IURP
ZKHUH VKHIHOW VKHZDVIDOOLQJ VKRUW RIH[SHFWDWLRQV to “focusing on my strengths and going 
EDFNWRP\FRPPXQLW\ DQGRIIHUing them my corporate knowledge.”
0RVWRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV UHFRunted similar tales to Claire’s ZKHQ DVNHGKRZ WKH\ IHHO
DERXW WKHLU SRVLWLRQ DQG UROHVZLWKLQ WKHLU KRPH FRPPXQLWLHV WKH\ IRFXVHG RQWKHLU LQWHUQDO
VWUXJJOHV WRIHHO DVWKRXJK WKH\ EHORQJ DQGDUHZRUWK\ RI OHDGLQJ UDWKHU WKDQ DQ\ ODFNRI
VXSSRUW WKH\ PD\ IHHO IURP IHOORZ FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV 7KHJHQHUDO VHQWLPHQW H[SUHVVHG
DPRQJ P\FROODERUDWRUV ZDVWKDW GHVSLWH VRPH LQWHUSHUVRQDO GLVDJUHHPHQWV RYHUFHUWDLQ
GHFLVLRQV RUDSSURDFKHV WRVSHFLILF LVVXHV WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV DUHRYHUZKHOPLQJO\ VXSSRUWLYH
RIWKHP DVLQGLYLGXDOV $IWHU KHDULQJ VXFK VLPLODU DQHFGRWHV WLPH DQGDJDLQ LQGLVFXVVLRQ
ZLWK HDFKRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV ,EHJDQ DVNLQJ WKHP WRIXUWKHU UHIOHFW RQZKHUH WKHLU IHHOLQJ RI
LPSRVWHU V\QGURPH DQGKHVLWDQF\ WRDFNQRZOHGJH WKHLU RZQ OHDGHUVKLS PLJKW WKHQ HPHUJH DV
LW VHHPHG WREHDSRWHQWLDOO\ JHQGHUHG SKHQRPHQRQ 
,QZKDW FDPHDVDVRPHZKDW RIDVXUSULVH WRPH DWWKH WLPH VRPHRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV
ZHUHXQZLOOLQJ WRFKDON WKHLU UHOXFWDQFH WRUHFRJQL]H WKHLU RZQOHDGHUVKLS XSWRJHQGHU
H[SHFWDWLRQV RUFXOWXUDO YDOXHV DQGYLHZHG LWPRUH DVDSHUVRQDO FKRLFH 6DPDQWKD -HQHHQ
DQG&ODLUH DJUHHG WKDW WKHLPSRVLWLRQ RIGRPLQDQW :HVWHUQJHQGHU VWHUHRW\SHV DQGHQVXLQJ
H[SHFWDWLRQV ZKLFK FHOHEUDWH PHQZKRSXEOLFO\ GHPRQVWUDWH OHDGHUVKLS EXWFUHDWHSUHMXGLFH
WRZDUGOHDGLQJ ZRPHQ ZKRGHPRQVWUDWH WKHVDPH EHKDYLRUV (DJO\ DQG.DUDXOLNHO\
KDYH HQFRXUDJHG KHVLWDQF\ DPRQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ WRODEHO WKHPVHOYHV OHDGHUV<HW
&ODLUH DVZHOO DV$QJHOD .OXDQH DQG0HODLQD DGGLWLRQDOO\ WHVWLILHG WKDW FHUWDLQ FXOWXUDO

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FRGHVRI FRQGXFWZLWKLQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV PD\ DOVR EHIDFWRUV WKDW FRQWULEXWH WRWKHLU
PRGHVW DSSURDFKHV WROHDGHUVKLS .OXDQH H[SODLQHG KHUWKLQNLQJ RQWKHWRSLF 
)RUZRPHQ LI ZHKDGWRVWDQG LQ DURRPDQGWDON DERXWRXU DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV ,EHW
PRUH WKDQKDOI RI XVZRXOG KXP DQGKDZEHFDXVH VSHDNLQJ DERXWRXUVHOYHV RXU
DFKLHYHPHQWV ZKDWZHGRLV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW QRWPDQ\ RI XVDUHFRPIRUWDEOH ZLWK ,I
\RX DVNDFRXSOH RIPHQ WRWDON DERXW DOO WKHLU DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV LWZLOO EHIDU HDVLHU
for them. That’s the gender stuff that has been perpetuated for years and years … I 
KDYH WKH FRQILGHQFH WRVD\ WKDW ,DPDOHDGHU EXWVRPHWLPHV ,DPXQFHUWDLQ RI KRZ
WKDWZLOO EHUHFHLYHG DQG,ZDQW WRHQVXUH WKDW EHLQJ KXPEOH LVDWWKHKHDUW RIP\
OHDGHUVKLS ,WKLQN ,ZRXOG EHPRUH FRPIRUWDEOH ZLWK VD\LQJ WKDW ,DPDFRPPXQLW\
elevator … ,VKRXOG SUREDEO\EHDEOHWRVD\,DPa community leader, but I don’t 
know if it’s not being humble. That is something that is a huge value for a lot of 
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH EXWIRUPHWKDW LVDYDOXH ,ZDVUDLVHGZLWK IURP Py Mom’s non
Indigenous side. It’VEHWWHU WRKDYHSHRSOH WHOO \RXU JUHDW VWRU\ WKDQ WRWHOO HYHU\RQH
DERXW \RXUJUHDW VWRU\ ,NQRZ WKDW ,ZRUNDQGKDYHZRUNHGKDUG DQGFRQWLQXH WR
ZRUNKDUGWREXLOG FRPPXQLW\ ZKHWKHU WKDW LVZLWK HPHUJLQJ OHDGHUV DQG\RXWK RU
ZLWK WKH WHUULWRU\ RUQDWLRQDOO\ ,NQRZ WKDW LVZKDW ,ZLOO EHGRLQJ DOZD\V
Kluane’s KXPEOH DSSURDFKWROHDGHUVKLS LVLQIOXHQFHG E\JHQGHUHG H[SHFWDWLRQV IURP ERWK
KHU,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUHV EXWDOVR UHIOHFWV KHU SHUVRQDO DQGIDPLOLDO YDOXH
V\VWHPV $OWKRXJK VKH LVDFFHSWLQJ RIKHUPRGHVW DSSURDFKWROHDGHUVKLS LW LV VWLOO WURXEOLQJ
WKDW.OXDQH DQGDIHZRWKHUV UHFRJQL]HG WKDW WKH\RIWHQ DGMXVW WKHLU EHKDYLRU LQ SXEOLF VSDFHV
DVDUHVXOW RIWKHSUHMXGLFHV WKDW WKH\ FRQWLQXRXVO\ FRPHXSDJDLQVW DVZRPHQ ZKR WDNHRQ
DVVXPHG PDOH EHKDYLRUV DQG UROHV6KDUL +XKQGRUI DQG&KHU\O 6X]DFN REVHUYHWKDW
FRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV DQG DFWLYLVWV DUHRIWHQ FULWLFL]HG IRU XQGHUPLQLQJ
WUDGLWLRQDO YDOXHV IUDFWXULQJ FRPPXQLWLHV RUGLYHUWLQJ DWWHQWLRQ IURP VWUXJJOHV IRU

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,QGLJHQRXV VRYHUHLJQW\ WRLVVXHV RIJHQGHU )DFLQJ VXFK VFUXWLQ\ LVXQGRXEWHGO\ DWDFLW
UHDVRQ IRUmany Indigenous women’s humbler approach toERWK OHDGLQJ DQGVSHDNLQJ DERXW
WKHLU OHDGHUVKLS 
,QZRUNVUDQJLQJ IURP WKH WKHRUHWLFDOO\ UDGLFDO WRPRUHJURXQGHG H[SORUDWLRQV RI
,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVKLS LQ FXUUHQW SUDFWLFH VFKRODUV DJUHHWKDW ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ DUHRQWKH
IRUHIURQW RIFKDQJH LQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV (YHQ ZLWK WKH LQFUHDVHG SUHVHQFHRI
,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ LQFOXGLQJ DOO RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV LQ “official” OHDGHUVKLS SRVLWLRQV LQ
SROLWLFV DFDGHPLFV DQGEXVLQHVV ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ DUHVWLOO VXEMHFW WRJUHDWHU VFUXWLQ\ DQG
KHOG WRKLJKHU VWDQGDUGV WKDQ PHQ LQ FRPSDUDEOH UROHV 7VRVLH 9R\DJHXU 
5HEHFFD7VRVLH H[SODLQV WKDW EHFDXVHRIWKH WUDGLWLRQDO PDWHUQDO UHVSRQVLELOLW\ IRU WHDFKLQJ
FXOWXUDO YDOXHV DQGEHOLHIV WKHUH LVDJHQGHUHG H[SHFWDWLRQ WKDW IHPDOH OHDGHUV ZLOO EHPRUH
HDVLO\ DEOH WRUHIOHFW DQGDGKHUH WRWKHYDOXHV RIWKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLHW\ +RZHYHU
&DURO\Q .HQQ\PDLQWDLQV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV PHQ DQGZRPHQ OHDGHUV DOLNH struggle “to walk 
between Indian country and the mainstream societies in which we find ourselves today” 
Kluane’s statement above echoes claims that Indigenous women leaders are 
H[SHFWHG WRVLOHQWO\ \HW VNLOOIXOO\ QDYLJDWH EHWZHHQ WKHLU SHUVRQDO DPELWLRQV DQGWKHLU
community’s expectations, between their own social and political goals and those of others in 
WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV DQGDJDLQVW WKH LQIOXHQFH RIWKHGRPLQDQW (XURFHQWULF &DQDGLDQ FXOWXUH
&ODLUH $QJHOD -HQHHQ DQG6DPDQWKD H[SUHVVHG VLPLODU IUXVWUDWLRQV 6FKRODUV RI,QGLJHQRXV
OHDGHUVKLS DJUHHWKDW WKHUHPXVW EHDJUHDWHU DSSUHFLDWLRQ LQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV RIWKH
GHPDQGV SODFHGRQDOO OHDGHUV DVWKH\ JUDSSOH ZLWK WKH ODWHQW DVVLPLODWLRQLVW DJHQGDRI
&DQDGLDQ SROLWLFV DQGHTXLYRFDO DOOXUH RI GRPLQDQW &DQDGLDQ FXOWXUH 6LPSVRQ 
&RXOWKDUG 
,QDGGLWLRQ WREHLQJ VXEMHFWHG WRJUHDWHU H[SHFWDWLRQV GXHWRWKHLU JHQGHU ZKHQ LQ
RIILFLDO OHDGHUVKLS UROHV ,QGLJHQRXV IHPLQLVWV KDYHREVHUYHG\HW DQRWKHU LVVXH ZLWK GRPLQDQW

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DSSURDFKHV WROHDGHUVKLS LQ PDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WKDWPXFK RI,QGLJHQRXV
women’s “unofficial” OHDGHUVKLS VWLOO JRHVXQUHFRJQL]HG +XKQGRUI DQG6X]DFN
6LPSVRQ 6LPSVRQ VWDWHV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV women’s “labour, inspiration and unending 
FRQWULEXWLRQ IRUPV WKHEDFNERQHRI RXUIDPLOLHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV DQGIDPLO\ DQG FRPPXQLW\
are the backbone of our political systems” (2012QSEXW WKDW VXFK HIIRUWV RIWHQ JR
XQUHFRJQL]HG EHFDXVH WKH\ DUHQRWPDQGDWHG E\VHWWOHUFRORQLDO OHJLVODWLRQ RUDQRIILFLDO
,QGLJHQRXV RUJDQL]DWLRQ %H\RQG VLPSO\ UHFRJQL]LQJ WKH FRQWULEXWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ
OHDGHUV LQ ERWKRIILFLDO DQGXQRIILFLDO FDSDFLWLHV 6LPSVRQ DUJXHV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV QHHGDQHQWLUHO\ GLIIHUHQW FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ RIOHDGHUVKLS 6KHVWDWHV WKDW D
UHVXUJHQW QRWLRQ RI ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVKLS UHTXLUHV OHDGHUV WR“continue to vision and build 
VWURQJ ,QGLJHQRXV QDWLRQV EDVHGRQDFHOHEUDWLRQ RIGLYHUVLW\ DIOXLGLW\ DURXQGJHQGHU
LQGLYLGXDO VHOIGHWHUPLQDWLRQ DQGWKH ,QGLJHQRXV SKLORVRSKLHV WKDW DOORZHG RXU$QFHVWRUV WR
GRMXVW WKDW” ,ELG &KDOOHQJLQJ KHWHURSDWULDUFKDO QRUPV ZKHWKHU GHULYHG IURP VHWWOHU
FRORQLDO LQIOXHQFH RUWUDGLWLRQDO ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH WKDW KDYH FRPH WRGRPLQDWH ,QGLJHQRXV
VRFLDO PRYHPHQWV JRYHUQDQFH VWUXFWXUHV SROLWLFDO HFRQRP\ DQGGDLO\ OLIH LVDFULWLFDO DVSHFW
RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH ERWKLQ WKHRU\ DQGSUDFWLFH $OIUHG 6LPSVRQ &RXOWKDUG

6XFFHVVIXO ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVKLS VWUDWHJLHV LQ WKH FRQWHPSRUDU\ PRPHQW DUHSHUKDSV
EHVWQRWEDFNZDUGO\ IRFXVHG RQUHYLYLQJ WUDGLWLRQDO JRYHUQDQFH PRGHOV EXWUDWKHU RQ
UHFRQQHFWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVZLWK WKHLU ODQG FXOWXUH DQGFRPPXQLW\ $OIUHG 
,QGHHG$OIUHG VXJJHVWV WKDW Ueconnecting with “the very bHVWSUDFWLFHV RIRXU
WUDGLWLRQDO FXOWXUHV NQRZOHGJH V\VWHPV DQG OLIHZD\V LQ WKHG\QDPLF IOXLG FRPSDVVLRQDWH
respectful context in which they were originally generated” LV LPSHUDWLYH IRU GHFRORQL]LQJ WKH
PLQGV RI,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV VRWKDW WKH\ PD\ LPDJLQH DOWHUQDWLYH DSSURDFKHV IUHH IURP
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO LQIOXHQFHV WROHDGLQJ DQGEXLOGLQJ WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV $OWKRXJK

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PRVW RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV ZHUH UDLVHGZLWK DFRQQHFWLRQ WRWKHLU FXOWXUHV IRVWHUHG WKURXJK
IDPLO\ RWKHUV UHFRXQWHG VWRULHV RIEHLQJ GLVWDQFHG IURP WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH DWYDULRXV
SRLQWV LQ WKHLU OLYHV DQGUHFDOOHG WKHHYHQWXDO HPSRZHUPHQW WKDW WKH\ JDLQHG E\FRQQHFWLQJ
ZLWK WKHLU FRPPXQLW\ DQGWUDGLWLRQDO OLIHZD\V .OXDQH DQG&KDQWDO LQ SDUWLFXODU UHFRXQWHG WR
PH WKHLU YHU\SHUVRQDO DQGHPRWLYH VWRULHV RIFRPLQJ WRWKHLU FXOWXUH ZKLFK DOORZHG PH WR
XQGHUVWDQG MXVW KRZFULWLFDO \HW SUHFDULRXV WKLV SURFHVVLVIRUPDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DV
WKH\ ZRUNWRGHFRORQL]H ILUVW WKHPVHOYHV DQGWKHQ WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV &KDQWDO UHFRXQWHG D
VWRU\ WKDW UHYHDOV WKH URRWVRIKHU UHODWLRQVKLS WRFXOWXUDO OHDGHUVKLS
,ZDVUDLVHG LQ:KLWHKRUVH ,ZDVUDLVHG DZD\ IURP P\ FRPPXQLW\ DQG ,ZDVDOVR
raised in French immersion. I wasn’t exposed to a lot of Native culture...I was raised 
ZLWK IHOORZ students calling Native people ‘chugs’ DQGEHLQJ FDOOHG UDFLVW QDPHV 0\
PRP ZHQW WRUHVLGHQWLDO VFKRRO DQGWKURXJK WKDW SURFHVVVKHKDVEHFRPHDVVLPLODWHG
,GRWDON DORW DERXW WKHVWRU\RIP\PRP 6KHLV YHU\ UHOLJLRXV VKHZDVUDLVHG LQ WKDW
ZD\ZKHUH RXUVSLULWXDOLW\ ZDVQRW VHHQDVDJRRGWKLQJ 6RIRUDORQJ WLPH ,ZDVQRW
proud to be Native …%XW WKDW FKDQJHG ZKHQ ,ZHQW WRDSRZZRZLQ&DOJDU\ ,MXVW
got invited and I went. And a drum started. And it connected me in a way that I can’t 
H[SODLQ 7KHSRZHURIRXU GUXP LV OLNH DKHDUWEHDW DQGLW FRQQHFWHG PHWRWKH(DUWK LW
FRQQHFWHG PHWRP\SHRSOH DQGWKDW LVZKHUHP\ OLIH FKDQJHG ,UHDOL]HG WKDW ,
ZDQWHG WRPDNHVXUH WKDW ,ZDVSURXG WREH1DWLYH DQG,DOVRZDQWHG WRPDNHVXUH WKDW
WKHQH[W JHQHUDWLRQ EHKLQG PHQHYHU KDV WRJRWKURXJK ZKDW ,GLG7KDW WKH\ ZRXOG
LPPHGLDWHO\ EHSURXGRIZKRWKH\ DUH
$VZDVDOVRWKH FDVHIRU.OXDQH DQG DIHZRWKHUV QDPHO\ -HQHHQ$QJHOD (ULQ 3DQG(ULQ
/&KDQWDO ZHQW RQWRDWWHVW WKDW VKHFRQWLQXRXVO\ RYHUFRPHV WKH VWUDLQ RI EDODQFLQJ
WUDGLWLRQDO DQGPRGHUQ OLIHZD\V E\JURXQGLQJ KHUVHOI LQ KHUFXOWXUH 7KHSULGH WKDW VKHIHHOV
DVDQ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQ LVVWUHQJWKHQHG E\KHU SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WUDGLWLRQDO FXOWXUDO SUDFWLFHV

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DQGFRPPXQLW\ ZKLFK LQ WXUQ VWUHQJWKHQV KHU UHVROYH WRUHYLWDOL]H DQGFHOHEUDWH KHUFXOWXUH
ZLWK RWKHUV LQ KHU,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV
%HVLGHV FRQQHFWLQJ ZLWK FXOWXUH PDQ\ RIP\FROODERUDWRUV VSRNHRI SUDFWLFLQJ
another of Alfred’s calls to action for UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV UHFRQQHFWLQJ WKHPVHOYHV
DQGRWKHUV LQ WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV WRWKH ODQG :KHQ VSHDNLQJ RIWKHLU RZQ
UHODWLRQVKLS WRWKH ODQG DOO RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV HPSKDVL]HG WKDW EHLQJ RQWKHXQGHYHORSHG
ODQGV RIWKHLU WUDGLWLRQDO WHUULWRU\ LVFULWLFDO WRWKHLU VHQVHRIZHOOEHLQJ DQGEHORQJLQJ
%H\RQG WKHLPSRUWDQFH RI DSHUVRQDO FRQQHFWLRQ WRODQG$QJHOD DOVRVSRNHGLUHFWO\ RIKHU
GHVLUH WRKHOS RWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DQGHVSHFLDOO\ \RXQJ ZRPHQ DQGJLUOV WRFRQQHFW
ZLWK WKH ODQG:KLOH WDONLQJ DERXW WKHHPSRZHULQJ DIIHFW WKDW FRQQHFWLQJ ZLWK WKH ODQG
WKURXJK KXQWLQJ SURYLGHV ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV$QJHOD H[SODLQHG WKDW UHFRQQHFWLQJ KHUVHOI DQG
RWKHUZRPHQ WRWKH ODQG DQGKXQWLQJ KDVDQWLFRORQLDO DQGDQWLSDWULDUFKDO LPSOLFDWLRQV DV
ZHOO 
,ZRXOG UHDOO\ OLNH WRHQFRXUDJH RWKHUZRPHQ DQGJLUOV WRDOVRKXQW DQGWRDOVRGR
WKLQJV WKDW DUHPD\EHviewed as more of a male role … ,ILQG WKHJHQGHU UROHV UHDOO\
LQWHUHVWLQJ EHFDXVHQRZDGD\V \RXKDYH VRPH1DWLYH FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW VD\LW LV QRWWKH
woman’s role to be a hunter orthat she shouldn’t even hold a gun. It’s very strict. And 
,ZRQGHU KRZPXFK RI WKDW LV UHDOO\ ,QGLJHQRXV DQGKRZPXFK RI LW LVLQIOXHQFHG E\
&KULVWLDQ PLVVLRQDULHV DQGWKURXJK DVVLPLODWLRQ DQGWKURXJK DQHZZRUOGYLHZ WKDW
ZDVLQWURGXFHG E\VHWWOHUV" $QGso it’s a funny grey area. But for me personally, I see 
WKHYDOXH LQ LW IRUZRPHQ WRJHWLQYROYHG 2QHWKLQJ WKDW ,ZRXOG ORYH WRGRDWVRPH
SRLQW ZRXOG EHWRJHW DJURXS RIJLUOV OLNH DQDOOJLUOV KXQWLQJ JURXS WRJHWKHU DQG
WDNHWKHP RXWLQ WKHEXVK WRGRDKXQWLQJ WULS$QG WKHQKDYH WKHJURXSRI JLUOV WDQ
WKHLU RZQKLGHV DQGPDNHVRPHWKLQJ RXW RILW OLNH DSDLU RIVOLSSHUV RUPLWWV ,WKLQN

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WKDWZRXOG EHWKHXOWLPDWH IRUP RI GHFRORQL]DWLRQ DQGUHYLWDOL]LQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZD\VRI
EHLQJ DQGNQRZLQJ 
$QJHOD’s suggestion of her own landEDVHGSUDFWLFHV DVGHFRORQL]LQJ KHUGHVLUH WRVKDUH VXFK
SUDFWLFHV ZLWK RWKHUZRPHQ DQGKHU DFWXDO ZRUNLQGHYHORSLQJ ODQGEDVHG DQGRWKHU
SURJUDPPLQJ IRU ,QGLJHQRXV \RXWK ZKLFK VKHGHVFULEHG WKURXJKRXW RXULQWHUYLHZ FRQILUPV
KHUOHDGHUVKLS DELOLWLHV DQGGHPRQVWUDWHV KRZKHU OHDGHUVKLS SUDFWLFHV WDNHXSWKHFDOO RI
,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH 0RUHRYHU KHUUHFRJQLWLRQ RIWKH DGGLWLRQDO FKDOOHQJHV WKDW
,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV FRQIURQW LQ WKHLU RZQFRPPXQLWLHV GXHWRWKH LPSRVLWLRQ RI
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO JHQGHU H[SHFWDWLRQV LOOXVWUDWHV WKHPXUNLQHVV RI WKHFRPPXQLW\ SROLWLFV WKDW
$QJHOD DQGRWKHU HPHUJLQJ IHPDOH OHDGHUV PXVW QDYLJDWH LQ RUGHUWRSXVK WKHLU FRPPXQLW\
EXLOGLQJ DJHQGDV IRUZDUG 
7KH IHPLQLVW FRQFHSW RILQWHUVHFWLRQDOLW\ FDOOV XSRQ UHVHDUFKHUV WRH[SORUH “the 
GLVWLQFW DQGIUHTXHQWO\ FRQIOLFWLQJ G\QDPLFV WKDW >VKDSH@ WKHOLYHG H[SHULHnce of subjects” 
ZKR IDFHPXOWLSOH IRUPV RSSUHVVLRQ GXHWKHLU VXEMHFWLYLW\ DWWKH LQWHUVHFWLRQV RI YDULRXV
PDUJLQDOL]HG LGHQWLWLHV 0F&DOO $V,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ P\FROODERUDWRUV DUH
PXOWLSO\ PDUJLQDOL]HG ZLWKLQ KHJHPRQLF QRQ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLHW\ IDFLQJ GLVFULPLQDWLRQ EDVHG
RQWKHLU JHQGHU DVZHOO DVWKHLU UDFHSOXV SRWHQWLDO RWKHU IDFWRUV OLNH FODVV VH[XDO RULHQWDWLRQ
UHOLJLRQ HWF6LQFH ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ VKDUH DPDUJLQDOL]HG UDFLDO LGHQWLW\ ZLWK ,QGLJHQRXV
PHQ LQPDLQVWUHDP &DQDGLDQ VRFLHW\ ,QGLJHQRXV IHPLQLVWV DUJXH WKDWZLWKLQ ,QGLJHQRXV
VRFLHWLHV KHWHURSDWULDUFK\ LV WKHGRPLQDWH IRUFH RIRSSUHVVLRQ +XKQGRUI DQG6X]DFN
6LPSVRQ $NH\TXHVWLRQ WKHQ IRU$QJHOD DQGPRVW OHDGHUVZLWK DQ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLW\ ILUVW IRFXV UHIOHFWV DFUXFLDO LQTXLU\ IRU,QGLJHQRXV IHPLQLVWV UHFRJQL]LQJ WKDW
ZRPHQ LQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV IDFHGLVFULPLQDWLRQ VWHPPLQJ IURP WKHLQIOXHQFH RI
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO PLVRJ\Q\ WKH\ QRZDVNKRZUHVSRQVLEOH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WKHPVHOYHV
DUHIRUSHUSHWXDWLQJ LQWHUQDO JHQGHUEDVHGRSSUHVVLRQ" :KLOH UHFRJQL]LQJ WKHURRWVRI VHWWOHU

+LOO 
FRORQLDO KHWHURSDWULDUFK\ LQ ,QGLJHQRXV LQWUD DQGLQWHUFRPPXQLW\ UHODWLRQV UHVXUJHQW
,QGLJHQRXV IHPLQLVWV IRFXV RQDYLVLRQ RIFRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ WKDW FHOHEUDWHV GLIIHUHQFH DQG
GLYHUVLW\ 6PLWK 6LPSVRQ 6XFK DQXQGHUWDNLQJ UHTXLUHV UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV
OHDGHUV WRKDYH DELJSLFWXUH YLVLRQ RI KRZWKH\ ZDQW WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV WRGHYHORS DQGRI
WKHGHFRORQL]LQJ DQGHPSRZHULQJ SUDFWLFHV UHTXLUHG WRPDNH WKDW YLVLRQ DWHQDEOH UHDOLW\ IRU
DOO PHPEHUV RIWKH FRPPXQLW\ ,PSRUWDQWO\ LW DOVRGHPDQGV DFDULQJ DQGUHVSHFWIXO DSSURDFK
WRWKRVHZLWKLQ WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV ZKRPD\EHPRUHERXQG WRVHWWOHUFRORQLDO LQIOXHQFHV 
'HVSLWH WKHLU RIWHQ GLYHUJHQW DSSURDFKHV WROHDGHUVKLS P\FROODERUDWRUV ZHUHFDUHIXO
QRWWREHUHSURDFKIXO RIWKHGHFLVLRQV PDGHE\WKRVHZKRFDPHEHIRUH WKHP FKRRVLQJ WR
LQVWHDG DFNQRZOHGJH WKHIRXQGDWLRQ WKDW KDGWREHODLG E\SUHYLRXV OHDGHUV. Kluane’s 
VWDWHPHQW EHORZ LV H[HPSODU\ RIKRZPDQ\ RIP\FROODERUDWRUV GHOLFDWHO\ DSSURDFKHG WKH
WRSLFRIWKHLU RZQJRDOV IRU WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV ZKLOH H[SUHVVLQJ DSSUHFLDWLRQ IRU WKHZRUNRI
RWKHU FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV 
,DP UHDOO\ SURXG WKDWZHKDYH VRPDQ\ QDWLRQV >LQ<XNRQ@ WKDW KDYH ILQDOL]HG WKHLU
6HOI*RYHUQPHQW $JUHHPHQWV EXW ,KDYH WRVD\WKDW LQ WHUPVRI EXLOGLQJ RXU
FRPPXQLWLHV ZHVWLOO KDYH DORW RIZRUNWRGR+HDOWK ZHOOQHVV HGXFDWLRQ
VXSSRUWLQJ \RXWK PHQWRUVKLS DOO RIWKRVH DUHDVWKH\ PLVVHG ZKHQ WKH\ZHUHVREXV\
QHJRWLDWLQJ DJUHHPHQWV DQGGUDIWLQJ OHJLVODWLRQ 7KDW LVVXFK LPSRUWDQW ZRUNEXWLI
the people aren’t able to be part of that in the wD\ZHQHHG WKHP WREHWKHQ KRZ






project. Simpson writes: “I see the expression of heteropatriarchy in our communities DOOWKHWLPH–ZLWKWKH
SHUSHWXDWLRQRIULJLG FRORQLDO JHQGHUUROHVSUHVVXULQJZRPHQ WRZHDUFHUWDLQDUWLFOHVRIFORWKLQJWR
FHUHPRQLHVWKHH[FOXVLRQ RI/*%4 LQGLYLGXDOVIURP FRPPXQLWLHV DQGFHUHPRQLHVWKHGRPLQDQFHRIPDOH 
FHQWUHGQDUUDWLYHVUHJDUGLng Indigenous experience, the lack of recognition for women and LGBQ2’s voices, 
H[SHULHQFHV FRQWULEXWLRQVDQGOHDGHUVKLSDQGQDUURZLQWHUSUHWDWLRQVRIWUDGLWLRQXVHGWRFRQWUROWKH
FRQWULEXWLRQVRIZRPHQ LQFHUHPRQ\ SROLWLFVDQGOHDGHUVKLSWRQDPHMXVW DIHZ7KLVVLPSO\ FDQQRWEHDSDUWRI
RXUQDWLRQbuilding work. This is not resurgence.” (2012, n.p.).

+LOO 
NQRZ WKHVROXWLRQV WKDW DUHQHHGHGLQRXU FRPPXQLWLHV DQG\RXQJ SHRSOHKDYH
LQFUHGLEOH LGHDV DQGZD\V WREXLOG RXU FRPPXQLWLHV DQGQDWLRQV It’s about creating 
RSSRUWXQLW\ DQGDERXWJHWWLQJ EDFNWRLGHQWLW\ FODQ DQGWKH ODQG
.OXDQH ZDVKHVLWDQW WREHRYHUO\ FULWLFDO RIWKHGRPLQDQW UHFRJQLWLRQ DSSURDFK WKDW KDVEHHQ
ZLGHO\ DGRSWHGE\SDVWDQGFXUUHQW ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV LQ<XNRQ DQGEH\RQG6LPLODUO\
0HODLQD ZDVDGDPDQW WKDW LQ KHURZQ VHOIJRYHUQLQJ FRPPXQLW\ VKH LVQRW DUDGLFDO
GLVVHQWHU DQGWKDW VKHGRHVIHHO OLNH KHURSLQLRQV DQGLGHDV DUHIDLUO\ FRQVLGHUHG DQGRIWHQ
DFWHGXSRQ1HYHUWKHOHVV VKH DFNQRZOHGJHG WKDW WKHUH DUHFHUWDLQ LVVXHV ZKHUH VKHPXVW
FRQWLQXRXVO\ VSHDNXSRQEHKDOI RI KHUVHOI DQGPRUHPDUJLQDOL]HG FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV
5HFHQWO\ ZHKDGDPHHWLQJ ZKHUHZHZHUHGLVFXVVLQJ >RXU@ HOHFWRUDO V\VWHP DQG
WUDGLWLRQDOO\ LQ 7OLQJLW FRXQWU\ LQ 7HVOLQ 7OLQJLW FRXQWU\ WKHUHKDVQHYHU EHHQDIHPDOH
FKLHI 7KH&DUFURVV7DJLVK )LUVW1DWLRQ KDVKDGDIHPDOH FKLHI DQGWKH7DNX5LYHU
Tlingit First Nation currently has a female chief. In my community, they’re not so 
keen on it, but I make a point to stand up and say that I don’t think we shRXOG
GLVFUHGLW RXUIHPDOH OHDGHUV RUIHPDOH ZDUULRUV ,DOZD\V VSHDNWRWKHQHHGWRKDYH D
IHPDOH YRLFH LQ OHDGHUVKLS ,IZHKDYH DPDOH OHDGHU WKHQ ZKRLV KLV IHPDOH
FRXQWHUSDUW" $QG DORQJ WLPH DJRLW XVHGWREHWKHZLIH RIWKHFKLHI ZKRZRXOG EHWKDW
Ieminine voice but we’re living in a time when our leader may not have a Tlingit 
wife, and we’re living in a time when that male leader might not even want to take a 
ZLIH KHPLJKW EHWDNLQJ DKXVEDQG :HWDONHG DERXW+D.XV7H\HDZKLFK LV WKH
7OLQJLW ZD\DQGWKHUH DUHHOHPHQWV RILW WKDW KDYHEHHQDGDSWHGRUKDYHEHHQOHIW WR
the wayside, and I think as a nation we need to discuss how we’re picking and 
FKRRVLQJ ZKLFK YDOXHV ZHNHHSDQGZKLFK ZHOHDYHEHKLQG 

,QDQLQIRUPDO GLVFXVVLRQEHWZHHQ0HODLQDDQG,SULRUWRRXUUHFRUGHGLQWHUYLHZ VKHH[SODLQHG WKH7OLQJLW




,QFRQWUDVW WRP\ FROODERUDWRUV’ JHQWOH FULWLTXHV &RXOWKDUG ODPEDVWV ,QGLJHQRXV
OHDGHUV DVFRPSOLFLW LQ DOORZLQJ WKHUHFRJQLWLRQ DSSURDFK WRGRPLQDWH WKHSROLWLFV RI
,QGLJHQRXV LQWHUQDO DQGLQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO UHODWLRQV +HFDOOV RQ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV WR
recognize the hypocrisy that an “approach thaW LVH[SOLFLWO\ RULHQWHG DURXQG GLDORJXH DQG
listening [is not] more sensitive to claims and challenges emanating from … dissenting 
Indigenous voices” (2007, 447). $OWKRXJK &RXOWKDUG LV FHUWDLQO\ PRUH VFDWKLQJ LQ KLV FULWLTXH
RIWKH KHJHPRQLF DSSURDFKRI,QGLJHQRXV SROLWLFDO OHDGHUV WKDQ 0HODLQD LV LW LVXVHIXO WR
FRPSDUH WKHLU ZRUGV LQRUGHUWRKLJKOLJKW KRZ WKHOLYHG H[SHULHQFHV RIWKH HPHUJHQW
JHQHUDWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV LQIRUPV WKHLU SROLWLFDO WKRXJKW DQGSUDFWLFHV IURP WKH OHYHO
RIFRPPXQLW\ JRYHUQDQFH DOO WKHZD\WR WKHLU UHODWLRQV ZLWK WKH&DQDGLDQ VWDWH. Melaina’s 
VWDWHPHQW LV HVSHFLDOO\ LQVLJKWIXO EHFDXVH LW DOVR LOOXVWUDWHV WKHGLYLGHV WKDW H[LVW ZLWKLQ
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV RYHUZKDW DXQLRQ RIWUDGLWLRQDO DQGFRQWHPSRUDU\ SROLWLFDO DQG
VRFLDO HSLVWHPRORJLHV PHDQV OHW DORQH KRZ LWPLJKW WKHQEHSUDFWLFHG 0RVWLPSRUWDQW RI DOO
KRZHYHU LV WKDW0HODLQD LVZRUNLQJ WREULGJH WKRVHJDSV VRWKDW WKH URDGIRUZDUG PD\EH
HDVLHU WRQDYLJDWH IRU ERWKKHUVHOI DQGIRURWKHUPDUJLQDOL]HG SHRSOHV SDUWLFXODUO\ ZRPHQ LQ
her community. Melaina’s VWDWHPHQW UHYHDOV WKDW VKHXQGHUVWDQGV WKDW DVDFRPPXQLW\
PHPEHU ZLWK VWURQJ WLHV WRKHUFXOWXUH DQGWUDGLWLRQDO YDOXHV DQGDVDQHGXFDWHGZRPDQ ZLWK
DFULWLFDO XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI:HVWHUQKHJHPRQ\ VKHLV SRZHUIXOO\ SRVLWLRQHG WRXVHKHU
GLVVHQWLQJ YRLFH DQGKDYH LW EHKHDUG 
7KHUHZDVDZLGHVSUHDG UHFRJQLWLRQ DPRQJ P\FROODERUDWRUV WKDW WKHLU SHUVRQDO
SROLWLFV DQGOHDGHUVKLS SUDFWLFHV DUHVRPHWLPHV PLVDOLJQHG ZLWK PRUH FRQYHQWLRQDO
DSSURDFKHVXQGHUWDNHQ E\WKHSUHYLRXV JHQHUDWLRQ RI PRVWO\ PDOH ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV LQ
WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV $QRWKHU VSDFHZKHUH WKLV JHQHUDWLRQDO JDS LVSDUWLFXODUO\ QRWLFHDEOH LV
ZLWKLQ WKHUHDOP RIFRPPXQLFDWLRQ 8QOLNH PDQ\ RIWKH FRPPXQLW\ OHDGHUVZKR FDPHEHIRUH
WKHP DQGHYHQPDQ\ OHDGHUV LQ WKHFRQWHPSRUDU\ PRPHQW P\ FROODERUDWRUV WDNHDGYDQWDJH

+LOO 
RIQRQWUDGLWLRQDO FRPPXQLFDWLRQV PHWKRGV OLNH XVLQJ VRFLDO PHGLD DVDWRRO WRHQJDJH DQG
FRQQHFW ZLWK WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV WRZLGHQ WKHLU VSKHUHRILQIOXHQFH DQGSURPRWH WKHLU VRFLR
SROLWLFDO DJHQGDV :KLOH DOO RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV WDNHDYHU\ KDQGVRQ DSSURDFK WROHDGHUVKLS
DQGLQYROYHPHQW LQ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV –E\VLWWLQJ RQERDUGVDQGFRPPLWWHHV
DWWHQGLQJ FRPPXQLW\ PHHWLQJV ZRUNLQJ IRUWKHJRYHUQPHQW DQGRU RUJDQL]LQJ HYHQWV –WKH\
UHFRJQL]H WKDW VXFK HVWDEOLVKHG FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ VWUDWHJLHV VWLOO GRQRW DOORZ WKHP WRUHDFK
DOO FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV 7RHQJDJH PHPEHUV ZKR DUHQRWSK\VLFDOO\ SUHVHQW LQ WKH
FRPPXQLW\ DQGHYHQPRUH VRWRFRQQHFW ZLWK \RXWK P\FROODERUDWRUV WXUQ WRVRFLDO PHGLD 
2XU9RLFHVDQG5H0DWULDWHDV&RPPXQLW\ &DVH6WXGLHV
,QRUGHUWRHOXFLGDWH KRZP\FROODERUDWRUV DUHXVLQJ VRFLDO PHGLD WRUHYLWDOL]H DQG
EXLOG WKHUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW WKH\ KRSH WROHDG LW LVXVHIXO WRIRFXVRQ WZR
VSHFLILF VRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV 2XU9RLFHV DQG5H0DWULDWH 7KHVHJURXSV ERWK FRPSULVH
DODUJH QXPEHU RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV DQGZHUH HVWDEOLVKHG E\<XNRQ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ
LQFOXGLQJ VRPHRIP\FROODERUDWRUV %\IRFXVLQJ RQWKHVH WZRVRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV ,
GHPRQVWUDWH KRZ WKHUHVXUJHQW OHDGHUVKLS SUD[HVWKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV HPSOR\ LQRUGHUWR
EXLOG WKHLU RIIOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV PDSWRWKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV DVZHOO WKXV EOXUULQJ
WKH OLQHV EHWZHHQ WKHRQOLQH DQGRIIOLQH OLYHV RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV ,QGRLQJ VR,DOVR UHYHDO
WKH VRPHRI WKHDGHSWVWUDWHJLHV WKHVH\RXQJ ZRPHQ DUHXVLQJ DVWKH\ WDNHDGYDQWDJH RI
VRFLDO PHGLD DVDWRRO IRUFRQQHFWLQJ JURZLQJ DQGEXLOGLQJ VXSSRUW IRUWKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV
2XU9RLFHV
7KH2XU9RLFHV JURXS FRPSULVHV ,QGLJHQRXV \RXWK ZKRZDQW WRHQJDJH LQ OHDGHUVKLS
DQGFXOWXUDO LQLWLDWLYHV 7KH JURXSSULPDULO\ FRQQHFWV RIIOLQH GXULQJ LWV DQQXDO ZHHNHQG

+LOO 
JDWKHULQJ ZKLFK LVSODQQHG E\WKH2XU9RLFHV RUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH IRU ,QGLJHQRXV \RXWK
IURP DFURVV<XNRQ DQGWKH1RUWK 2XU9RLFHVQSQG'HVSLWH LWV IRFXV RQRUJDQL]LQJ DQ
DQQXDO JDWKHULQJ RIGR]HQV RI\RXWK IURP DFURVVWKH1RUWK IRUDZHHNHQGRI FXOWXUDO DQG
OHDGHUVKLSEXLOGLQJ DFWLYLWLHV 2XU9RLFHV PDLQWDLQV FRPPXQLFDWLRQV DPRQJ LWV RUJDQL]LQJ
FRPPLWWHH PHPEHUV DQGZLWK JDWKHULQJ SDUWLFLSDQWV WKURXJKRXW WKH\HDURQ)DFHERRN
$PRQJ WKHZRPHQ ZKRFROODERUDWHG RQWKLV SURMHFW.OXDQH &KDQWDO 6DPDQWKD $QJHOD DQG
0HODLQD DUHDOO FXUUHQW PHPEHUV RIWKH2XU9RLFHVRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH 
6DPDQWKD LQGLFDWHG WKDW WKHRQJRLQJ VXFFHVV RI2XU9RLFHV LQ EXLOGLQJ DQGJURZLQJ D
FRPPXQLW\ RI,QGLJHQRXV \RXWK IURP FRPPXQLWLHV DFURVV<XNRQ DQGWKH1RUWKLV ODUJHO\ GXH
WRWKH HDVHDQGVSHHGZLWK ZKLFK RUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH PHPEHUV FDQ FRPPXQLFDWH WKURXJK
)DFHERRNJURXS PHVVDJLQJ )DFHERRNSURYLGHV DVPRRWK DQGVWUDLJKWIRUZDUG SDWKZKHUH WKH
IRXQGDWLRQDO ILUVW VWHSV–VKDULQJ LGHDV VROLFLWLQJ VXSSRUW DQGGHOHJDWLQJ WDVNV–DUHPDGHE\
WKHRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH EHIRUHWKH2XU9RLFHVJDWKHULQJV WDNHSODFH0RUHRYHU &KDQWDO
H[SODLQHG WKDW)DFHERRNQRW RQO\ SURYLGHV KHUZLWK DWRROIRU FRPPXQLFDWLQJ ZLWK 2XU
9RLFHVRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH PHPEHUV EXW DOVRWKDW VKH FRQVLGHUV LW DVSDFHZKHUH VKHFDQ
ZRUN\HDUURXQG WRVXVWDLQ WKH ODUJHU FRPPXQLW\ RI\RXWK JDWKHULQJ SDUWLFLSDQWV &KDQWDO ZDV
DEOH WRWUDYHO KRPH WR<XNRQ WZLFH LQ WRDWWHQG WKH2XU9RLFHV RUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH
JHQHUDO PHHWLQJ DQGWKHVXPPHU JDWKHULQJ 6WLOO VKHPRUH UHJXODUO\ FRQWULEXWHV WRWKH
organizing committee, and the entire Our Voices community, by leading the group’s 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV HIIRUWV –DMREWKDW VKHGRHVIURP KHUKRPH LQ1HZ<RUN&LW\&KDQWDO UHOLHV
RQVRFLDO PHGLD WRNHHSKHU LQIRUPHG QRW RQO\ DERXWZKDW WKHRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH LV
SODQQLQJ IRU WKHQH[W JDWKHULQJ RUUHODWHG2XU9RLFHV HYHQWV EXW DOVRPRUHEURDGO\ DERXW
ZKDW HYHQWV DUHKDSSHQLQJ IRU<XNRQ \RXWK 6KHRIWHQ WKHQ UHOD\V WKDW LQIRUPDWLRQ RQWKH
2XU9RLFHV)DFHERRNSDJHWRNHHS\RXWK SDUWLFLSDQWV FRQQHFWHG DQGHQJDJHG LQ WKH

+LOO 
FRPPXQLW\ WKURXJKRXW WKH\HDU:LWKRXW VRFLDO PHGLD &KDQWDO FRQILUPHG WKDW LWZRXOG EH
QH[W WRLPSRVVLEOH IRU KHUWRGRVXFKZRUNZKLOH VKHLV VRSK\VLFDOO\ IDU DZD\IURP <XNRQ 
.OXDQH DOVR VSRNHDERXW WKHFULWLFDO UROH WKDW)DFHERRNSOD\V LQ NHHSLQJ \RXWK 2XU
9RLFHVSDUWLFLSDQWV HQJDJHG EH\RQG WKHDQQXDO VXPPHU JDWKHULQJ DQGIRU LQFOXGLQJ HYHQ
PRUH\RXWK LQ WKHFRPPXQLW\
>)DFHERRNLV@ WKHPRVW ,WKLQN HIIHFWLYH ZD\RI UHDFKLQJ RXWWRHDFKRWKHU HVSHFLDOO\
EHFDXVHSHRSOHDUHLQ UXUDO FRPPXQLWLHV :HKDYH KXQGUHGV RI IROORZHUV RQRXU
Facebook page and it’s growing every day … This summer … we pRVWHGSKRWRV
HYHU\ GD\, we posted on Instagram, and we had responses like, ‘I wish I was there’ or 
‘That’s so amazing,’ ‘Looked like such a great time!’ Even though young people 
maybe couldn’t have been at the gathering, they see their friends or cousins oUSHRSOH
WKH\ NQRZ6RPHRQH \RXQJ LVKDYLQJ IXQ DWWKLV HYHQW DQGLWPDNHV WKHP IHHO OLNH D
SDUWRILW DQGLWPDNHV WKHP ZDQW WREHDSDUWRILW<RXNQRZZHKDYH WRXVH VRFLDO
PHGLD WRHQJDJH SHRSOH 
,QDGGLWLRQ WRDWWUDFWLQJ DQGHQJDJLQJ \RXWK SDUWLFLSDQWV WRWKHJDWKHULQJ .OXDQH DOVR
UHYHDOHG WKDW)DFHERRNLV RIWHQ WKHRQO\ DYHQXH WKDW VKHKDVIRU FRPPXQLFDWLQJ ZLWK \RXWK
ZKHQ VKHLV KRPH LQ:KLWHKRUVH DQGWKH\ DUHLQ UXUDO <XNRQ FRPPXQLWLHV 'XULQJ WKH
JDWKHULQJ .OXDQH VWHSVLQWR DOHDGHUVKLS UROH WKDW GRHVQRWHQGZKHQ WKHZHHNHQGLV RYHU–LW
VLPSO\ PRYHVRQOLQH .OXDQH VDLGWKDW WKURXJKRXW WKH\HDU VKHRIWHQ UHFHLYHV )DFHERRN
PHVVDJHV IURP \RXQJ 2XU9RLFHV SDUWLFLSDQWV PRVWO\ JLUOV LQ VHDUFKRIDGYLFH DQGVXSSRUW
%HFDXVHPDQ\ RIWKHJLUOV GRQRW KDYHSHUVRQDO SKRQHV .OXDQH VXUPLVHG WKDW VKHZRXOG
OLNHO\ QRW EHKDYLQJ VXFK FULWLFDO FRQYHUVDWLRQV ZLWK WKHP LI QRWIRU WKHFRPPXQLFDWLYH
SRVVLELOLWLHV DIIRUGHG E\)DFHERRN
 ,QFUHDVLQJO\ QHZPHGLD DQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQ WHFKQRORJ\ UHVHDUFKHUV DUHHPEUDFLQJ
the “mutualVKDSLQJ approach,” in which social action and technology are understood as 

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PXWXDOO\ FRQVWLWXWLYH DQGGHWHUPLQLQJ 2ISDUWLFXODU LQWHUHVW WRDGYRFDWHV RIWKHPXWXDO
VKDSLQJ DSSURDFKLV WKH FRQFHSWRIDIIRUGDQFHVZKLFK /HDK$/LHYURXZ VXFFLQFWO\ GHILQHV
DV“opportunities for or invitations to action that [technologies] present to actors” 
,QWKH FDVHRI2XU9RLFHV WKH UHODWLRQDO DQGFRPPXQLFDWLYH DIIRUGDQFHV RI)DFHERRNPDNH
WKH VLWH DQLGHDO SODWIRUP for the group’s geographically dispersed but HPRWLRQDOO\ GHSHQGHQW
PHPEHUVKLS $OWKRXJK HDFKRIWKHRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH PHPEHUV ,VSRNHZLWK XQGHUWDNHV
GLIIHUHQW SUDFWLFHV RQ)DFHERRNDFFRUGLQJ WRKHU2XU9RLFHV UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV DOO UHFRJQL]HG
WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI)DFHERRNWRWKHP DVOHDGHUV RI WKHJURXS )DFHERRNDIIRUGV 2XU9RLFHV
RUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH PHPEHUV DSRZHUIXO FRPPXQLFDWLYH WRRO WKDW DOORZV WKHP WRPDLQWDLQ
FRQQHFWLRQV SURYLGH VXSSRUW DQG LQIOXHQFH RQHDQRWKHU DQG\RXWK JDWKHULQJ SDUWLFLSDQWV
DFURVVWLPH DQGGLVWDQFH 7KH FRPPXQLFDWLYH SRVVLELOLWLHV DIIRUGHG E\)DFHERRNDUHDOVR D
PDMRU UHDVRQ WKDW FRUHPHPEHUV RI5H0DWULDWH FLWHG IRUWKHcollective’s XVHRIWKHSODWIRUP
3HUKDSV HYHQPRUH LPSRUWDQW KRZHYHU IRU WKH5eMatriate leaders are the “gaps, spaces for 
alternative action, [and] opportunities for pushback” that FacebookDGGLWLRQDOO\ DIIRUGV
,ELG 
5H0DWULDWH
ReMatriate began as a Facebook campaign by and for “Indigenous women opposed to 
DSSURSULDWLRQ RI >WKHir] cultural identities” (5H0DWULDWHQS QGDQGKDVTXLFNO\ JURZQ LQWR
DIORXULVKLQJ FROOHFWLYH RI,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ IURP DFURVVWKH FRXQWU\ 7KH5H0DWULDWH
FDPSDLJQ ZDVFRQFHLYHG LQ D)DFHERRNJURXSPHVVDJH DQG WKHRYHU PHPHV FUHDWHGE\
WKH FROOHFWLYH KDYHEHHQPRVWZLGHO\ FLUFXODWHG RQ)DFHERRNWKRXJK WKH VRFLDO PHGLD

7\SLFDOO\PHPHV FUHDWHGE\WKH5H0DWULDWH FROOHFWLYHIRUWKHLU)DFHERRNFDPSDLJQFRQVLVWRILPDJHV 
VXEPLWWHGEy Indigenous women that “showcase an accomplishment, a strength, a goal, a healthy lifestyle/daily 
SUDFWLFHRUDZD\WKDW\RXcontribute to community” overlaid with text slogans that correspond to the pictured 
woman’s story or achievements (e.g., “ReMatriate: we are lawyers,” “ReMatriate: we allow ourselves to be 
Rebirthed,” “ReMatriate: We are mamas with Masters degrees,” etc.).

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FDPSDLJQ KDV UHFHLYHG VRPHDWWHQWLRQ LQ WKHQDWLRQDO QHZVPHGLD DVZHOO $WWKH WLPH RI
UHVHDUFK IRU WKLV SURMHFW WKH2XU9RLFHVRUJDQL]LQJ FRPPLWWHH ZDVFRPPXQLFDWLQJ WKURXJK
DQRQOLQH SURMHFWPDQDJHPHQW DSSOLFDWLRQ 7HDPZRUN30 LQ DGGLWLRQ WR)DFHERRN
PHVVDJLQJ ,QMXVW RYHUD\HDUVLQFH LWV LQFHSWLRQ WKHYDVWPDMRULW\ RI WKH5H0DWULDWH
collective’s administration and campaigning activities still take place in group messaJHV DQG
RQWKHLU )DFHERRNSDJHUHVSHFWLYHO\ EXW WKHUH DUHPDMRU SODQV LQ WKHZRUNVWRPRYH WKH
FDPSDLJQ RIIOLQH DVZHOO 2IP\FROODERUDWRUV IRUWKLV SURMHFW-HQHHQ &ODLUH DQG$QJHOD DUH
DPRQJ WKHIRXQGLQJ PHPEHUV ZKRFRQFHSWXDOL]HG 5H0DWULDWH DQG(ULQ /LVQRZDOVR DFRUH
PHPEHU
$YLVLW WRWKH5H0DWULDWH )DFHERRNSDJH HDVLO\ HYLGHQFHV LW DVDVDIH SRVLWLYH DQG
HPSRZHULQJ VSDFHZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV VXSSRUWHUV FRPH
WRJHWKHU WRFHOHEUDWH ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ 7KH ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ ZKRVHSRUWUDLWV JHW WXUQHG
LQWR PHPHV IRU WKHFDPSDLJQ DQGZKRVH VWRULHV DUHVKDUHG LQ WKH FDSWLRQV DUHDVGLYHUVH DV
WKH DXGLHQFH PHPEHUV ZKR “OLNH” WKHSDJH:KDWLV FRPPRQ LV WKDW WKHLU VWRULHV DQGLPDJHV
UHVRQDWHSULGH LOOXVWUDWH WKH FRPSOH[LWLHV RIWKHLU H[SHULHQFHV DQGLGHQWLWLHV DV,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPHQ DQGJDUQHU GR]HQV LI QRW KXQGUHGV RIOLNHV DQGSRVLWLYH FRPPHQWV IURP PHPEHUV RI
WKH5H0DWULDWH FRPPXQLW\ $UHFHQWO\ LQLWLDWHG FRUHPHPEHU RI5H0DWULDWH (ULQ /VSRNH
DERXW KRZRYHUZKHOPLQJO\ DFWLYH LQFUHGLEO\ HQJDJHG DQGWKRXJKWIXO WKHZRPHQ LQYROYHG LQ
5H0DWULDWH DUHDQGRIKRZ WKDW RYHUDUFKLQJ DSSURDFK DQGHWKRV KDVPDGHEHLQJ DSDUWRI WKH
FROOHFWLYH DUHZDUGLQJ H[SHULHQFH IRUKHU
That’s been really interesting, just in terms of the differHQW ZRPHQ ZKR DUHZRUNLQJ
RQWKHSURMHFWDQGKRZSDVVLRQDWH WKH\ DUH:HDFWXDOO\ DOO FRPPXQLFDWH RYHU
)DFHERRNDQG6N\SHVRVHULRXVO\ HYHU\ GD\LQ P\)DFHERRNLQER[ WKHUH DUHOLNH 
messages! It’s because there are really interesting debates going on wiWKLQ WKDW
campaign, about how to manage it properly … there are some really interesting 

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questions that come up, and just to hear everybody’s opinions on [issues]; I am 
OHDUQLQJ DORWIURP WKHP 
-HQHHQ HFKRHGErin L.’s observation about the inclusiveQHVV IRVWHUHG LQ WKH5H0DWULDWH RQOLQH
FRPPXQLW\ &OHDUO\ SURXGDQG H[FLWHG DERXWKRZ WKHFROOHFWLYH DSSURDFKHV OHDGHUVKLS DQG
PHPEHUVKLS -HQHHQ GHVFULEHG WRPHKRZ WKHJURXS IXQFWLRQV 
:HKDYH DQRQJRLQJ RSHQFDOO IRU VXEPLVVLRQV DQGSHRSOH FDQDOVREHFRPHDV
engaged in ReMatriate as they want. So it’s an open leadership; it’s like a fluxive 
style of leadership! We’ve had good feedback on that too, in that it is not exclusive 
WKDWZD\+RSHIXOO\ LWIHHOV DVRSHQDQGQRQDOLHQDWLQJ DVSRVVLEOH WRSHRSOH VRWKH\
feel their voice, so people can feel like it’s a place where their voice can be heard. 
-HQHHQ DOVRUHYHDOHG WKDW LQ DGGLWLRQ WRVHQGLQJ )DFHERRNPHVVDJHV WRLQVSLULQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPHQ WRHLWKHU VXEPLW SKRWRVDQGRU WRMRLQ WKH)DFHERRNFRPPXQLW\ VKH DQGRWKHU FRUH
PHPEHUV ZHUHDOVRZRUNLQJ RQDFDOO IRU VXEPLVVLRQV WKDW LQFOXGHV WZRVSLULWHG DQG
/*%74 ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVDQGSRVVLEO\ PHQ)RU-HQHHQ DQGPDQ\ RIWKHRWKHU FRUH
PHPEHUV ZKDW EHJDQ DVDJUDVVURRWV UHVLVWDQFH WRQHJDWLYH DQGGLVHPSRZHULQJ
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFXOWXUH LQ SRSXODU FXOWXUH DQGWKHPDLQVWUHDP
PHGLD KDVJURZQ LQWR VRPHWKLQJ JHQHUDWLYH DQGPHDQLQJIXO 7RGD\5H0DWULDWH LVDSRVLWLYH
RQOLQH FRPPXQLW\ ZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH IURP DYDULHW\ RI VXEMHFWLYLWLHV DQGVLWXDWLRQV
EXWZKRKDYH DOO EHHQGLVHPSRZHUHG DQGPDUJLQDOL]HG DFFRUGLQJ WRWKH VWHUHRW\SHV FDVWXSRQ
WKHP E\VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VRFLHW\ FDQ DVVHUWLQGLYLGXDO DJHQF\ RYHU WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV LQ DVDIH
DQGVXSSRUWLYH VSDFH
%XLOGLQJ5HVXUJHQW,QGLJHQRXV&RPPXQLWLHVRQ6RFLDO0HGLD
5H0DWULDWH DQG2XU9RLFHV DUH,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WKDWZHUHFUHDWHGE\DQGIRU
FHUWDLQ GHPRJUDSKLFV RI ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV ZRPHQ DQG<XNRQ \RXWK UHVSHFWLYHO\ 'XH WR

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WKH IDFW WKDW ERWK2XU9RLFHV DQG5H0DWULDWH UHO\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD LQ RUGHUWRJURZDQGEXLOG
WKHPHPEHUVKLS RIWKHVH FRPPXQLWLHV KRZHYHU WKH\ DUHYLVLEOH QRWRQO\ WRWKRVH ,QGLJHQRXV
LQGLYLGXDOV whom the groups invite into their community’s respective memberships, but also 
WRWKRVHRXWVLGH RI WKHLU LQWHQGHG DXGLHQFHV $OWKRXJK SKRWRV DQGVWRULHV VXEPLWWHG WRWKH
5H0DWULDWH FDPSDLJQ DUHVFUHHQHGE\FRUHPHPEHUV DFFRUGLQJ WRDOLVW RI FULWHULD WKDW DUH
SRVWHGSXEOLFO\ RQWKHLU )DFHERRNSDJHDQGFRUHPHPEHUVKLS LV UHVWULFWHG WR,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPHQ DQ\)DFHERRNXVHU FDQSDUWLFLSDWH LQ WKH FRPPXQLW\ E\FRPPHQWLQJ RQRUVKDULQJ
WKHPHPHV 6LPLODUO\ DQ\RQH FDQOLNH DQGSRVWRQWKH2XU9RLFHV )DFHERRNSDJHHYHQ
WKRXJK DWWHQGDQFH DWWKH DQQXDO JDWKHULQJ LV UHVWULFWHG WR,QGLJHQRXV \RXWK DJHWKHLU
FKDSHURQHV IRU SDUWLFLSDQWV XQGHU DQG VRPHLQYLWHG JXHVWV :KLOH WKHRSHQQHVV DQG
YLVLELOLW\ RIERWK FRPPXQLWLHV FHUWDLQO\ H[SRVHV WKHP WRULVNVPRUHRIWHQ WKDQQRWP\
FROODERUDWRUV DWWHVWHGWKDW RXWVLGHU UHFHSWLRQ RQVRFLDO PHGLD KDVEHHQSRVLWLYH DQG
VXSSRUWLYH 
6RFLDO PHGLD KDVHQDEOHG ,QGLJHQRXV PHPEHUV RIWKHVHRQOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV WR
SURPRWH WKHLU GHFRORQL]LQJ DQGUHVXUJHQW DQGLQ WKHFDVHRI5H0DWULDWH H[SOLFLWO\ DQWL
FRORQLDO DQGDQWLSDWULDUFKDO VRFLRSROLWLFDO DJHQGDV %\ZD\RIFLUFXODWLQJ GLVFXUVLYH
PDWHULDOV DLPHG DWHPSRZHULQJ ,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV ZLWKLQ RSHQDQGDFFHVVLEOH VRFLDO
VSDFHVRQVRFLDO PHGLD WKH\ DUHDOVR UHDFKLQJ UHFHSWLYH QRQ,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV $PRQJ
OHDGLQJ VFKRODUO\ FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH UHFRJQLWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV
FXOWXUH DQG FRPPXQLW\ E\PDLQVWUHDP VRFLHW\ LVQRW DSULPDU\ JRDO 6WLOO HYHQ WKHPRVW
UDGLFDO WKHRULVWV DQGSUDFWLWLRQHUV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DFTXLHVFH WRWKH UHDOLW\ WKDW
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVPXVW FRH[LVW ZLWK VHWWOHUV DQGDVVXFK GHYRWH VRPHDWWHQWLRQ WRILQGLQJ
ZD\V WRWHDFK DQGWUDQVIRUP VHWWOHU VRFLHW\ EDVHGRQ,QGLJHQRXV RQWRORJLHV DQG
HSLVWHPRORJLHV $OIUHG &RXOWKDUG /LNHZLVH P\ FROODERUDWRUV
VWLSXODWHG WKDW WKHLU FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ DQGOHDGHUVKLS ZRUNLVDLPHG ILUVW DQGIRUHPRVW DW
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SHRSOH LQ WKHLU RZQDQGRWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV EXWDFNQRZOHGJHG DQGZHUH
DSSUHFLDWLYH RI WKHVXSSRUW WKDW WKHLU HIIRUWV KDYH DWWUDFWHG IURP WKRVHRXWVLGH RIWKHLU
FRPPXQLWLHV DVZHOO :KLOH WKH\ZHUHHQWKXVLDVWLF DQGZLOOLQJ WRVKDUH WKHLU H[SHULHQFHV DQG
LQVLJKWV ZLWK PH DVDIHPLQLVW UHVHDUFKHU DQG XQGHU WKH DXVSLFHV WKDW ,ZLOO XSKROG DQG
H[WHQG WKHDQWLFRORQLDO GLVFRXUVHV WKDW WKH\ DUWLFXODWHG WRPH WKH\ DUHVWLOO KDSS\ WRVKDUH
WKHLU NQRZOHGJH VLPSO\ ZLWK WKHKRSHRI EXLOGLQJ VXSSRUW IRU WKHSRVLWLYH DQGRIWLJQRUHG
DVSHFWVRI WKHLU FXOWXUHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV (YHQ LI RQO\ LQ WHUPV RIDOLNH VKDUH RU
HQFRXUDJLQJ FRPPHQW JDUQHULQJ RXWVLGHU VXSSRUW DQGVROLGDULW\ IRU WKHLU OHDGHUVKLS HIIRUWV
DQGFRPPXQLW\EXLOGLQJ LQLWLDWLYHV LV DQXQLQWHQGHG DOEHLW ZHOFRPHG HIIHFW RIWKHYLVLELOLW\
RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV DQGWKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD ,QGHHG WKHVDGUHDOLW\ WKDWZDV
SRLQWHG RXWE\PRUH WKDQ RQHRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV LV WKDW WREH,QGLJHQRXV LQ FRQWHPSRUDU\
&DQDGDVWLOO PHDQV KDYLQJ WRFRQVWDQWO\ GHIHQG\RXU FRPPXQLW\ DJDLQVW ERWKWDFLW DQG
H[SOLFLW UDFLVP :KLOH EHLQJ SURYLGHG WKH WRROV DQGVSDFHVWRHGXFDWH FXULRXV DQGHYHQ
LJQRUDQW SRWHQWLDO QRQ,QGLJHQRXV VXSSRUWHUV RQDODUJH VFDOH VWLOO SODFHVXQIDLU GHPDQGV RQ
DOUHDG\ PDUJLQDOL]HG SHRSOHLW VWLOO UHTXLUHV OHVV WLPH DQGHQHUJ\ WKDQ DV.OXDQH VWDWHG
“...on a daily basis … [having] to inform somebody about culture or tradition [or@WKH
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH WKDW OLYH KHUH.”
,QWKHQH[W FKDSWHU ,H[SODLQ KRZ WKHPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD SURGXFHV DQGSHUSHWXDWHV WKH
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO DVVXPSWLRQV DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH FRPPXQLWLHV DQGSHRSOHV WKDWP\
FROODERUDWRUV DUHZRUNLQJ WRGHFRQVWUXFW ,DUJXH WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD SURYLGHV DQLPSRUWDQW
VRFLDO VSDFHWKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DUHDSSURSULDWLQJ LQ RUGHUWRFKDOOHQJH UDFLVW VHWWOHU
FRORQLDO PHGLD FRQVWUXFWV WKURXJK HYHU\GD\ HPRWLYH DQGVHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO SUDFWLFHV
%XLOGLQJ RQ=L]L Papacharissi’s statement that, “mediated technologies effectively construct 
HOHFWURQLF HOVHZKHUHV––VRFLDO VSDFHVVXVWDLQHG WKURXJK GLJLWDOO\ HQDEOHG DIIHFWLYH VWUXFWXUHV
WKDW VXSSRUWPHDQLQJmaking and construction of marginalized viewpoints” (2015, 24), I
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VXJJHVW WKDW WKH LQWHQVLW\ ZLWK ZKLFK P\ FROODERUDWRUV VHOIUHSUHVHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
JLYHV WKHLU UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV DIIHFWLYH YDOXH LQ FHUWDLQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHV ,UHO\ RQP\
collaborators’ VWDWHPHQWV DERXW KRZ WKH\XVH VRFLDO PHGLD WRFHOHEUDWH WKH FRPSOH[LWLHV RI
WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV WRDUJXHRQHRI WKHNH\SUHPLVHV RIWKLV WKHVLV –WKDW
SUD[HVRI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD DOORZ IRU FRPSOH[LWLHV WKDW FRXQWHUDFW
HVVHQWLDOL]LQJ DQGSUHMXGLFLDO VHWWOHUFRORQLDO FRQVWUXFWV )Rllowing Sonja Vivienne’s ZRUNRQ
HYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVP DQGGLJLWDO PHGLD ,DUJXH WKDWmy collaborators’ VHOI
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV DQGGDLO\ GLVFXUVLYH LQWHUYHQWLRQV RQVRFLDO PHGLD DUHVLJQLILFDQW EHFDXVH
WKH\ DIIHFW DFDVFDGLQJ IHHOLQJ RIHPSRZHUPHQW LQ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV VWDUWLQJ ZLWK P\
FROODERUDWRUV WKHPVHOYHV &UHDWLQJ DIIHFWLYHO\ FKDUJHG GLVFXUVLYH VSDFHVZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ LV QXDQFHG DQGFHOHEUDWHG LVDIXQGDPHQWDO UHTXLUHPHQW IRU DJUDGXDO FKDQJH LQKRZ
ERWKLQVLGHUV DQGRXWVLGHUV XQGHUVWDQG ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV FRPPXQLWLHV DQG FXOWXUHV 
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&KDSWHU &KDOOHQJLQJ 6HWWOHU&RORQLDO &RQVWUXFWV DQG5HSUHVHQWLQJ,QGLYLGXDO
,GHQWLW\ LQ6RFLDO0HGLD6SDFH
,GHQWLW\)RUPDWLRQ DQG0HGLD5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ
6HPLQDO FXOWXUDO VWXGLHV VFKRODU 6WXDUW+DOO explains that meaning, which “gives us a 
sense of our own identity, of who we are and with whom we ‘belong,’” is produced through 
YDULRXV SUDFWLFHV DQGSURFHVVHVDWYDULRXV VLWHV RIVRFLDO LQWHUDFWLRQ D$OWKRXJK +DOO
PDLQWDLQV WKDW RXU SHUVRQDO DQGVRFLDO LQWHUDFWLRQV DUHWKHSULPDU\ SODFHZKHUH LQGLYLGXDO
LGHQWLW\ LV FRQVWUXFWHG KHFRQWHQGV WKDW LQ WKHFRQWHPSRUDU\ PRPHQW LGHQWLWLHV DUHDOVR
SURGXFHG H[FKDQJHG DQGUHSUHVHQWHG ZLWKLQ DQGEHWZHHQGLIIHUHQW FXOWXUHV E\WKH
PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD 6LQFe “identity is deeply implicated with representation,” how a given 
LGHQWLW\ LV UHSUHVHQWHG LQ WKHPHGLD SURIRXQGO\ DIIHFWV KRZ WKDW LGHQWLW\ LVERWK FRQVWLWXWHG
DQGSRVLWLRQHG ZLWKLQ VXSSRVHGPXOWLFXOWXUDO VWDWHV DQGVRFLHWLHV OLNH &DQDGD
&RQVHTXHQWO\ IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV LQ&DQDGDDVHQVHRI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ LV
FRQVWUXFWHG SULPDULO\ WKURXJK VRFLDO LQWHUDFWLRQV ZLWK RWKHUPHPEHUV RI WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV EXWDOVRE\WKH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO GRPLQDWHG PDVVPHGLD )RUPDQ\ QRQ
,QGLJHQRXV PHPEHUV RI&DQDGLDQ VRFLHW\ ZKRPD\QRW KDYH VRFLDO LQWHUDFWLRQV ZLWK
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV KRZ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV DUHUHSUHVHQWHG LQ WKH
PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD PD\EHWKHLU RQO\ ZD\RILGHQWLI\LQJ ZKDW LWPHDQV WREH,QGLJHQRXV 
Hall’s work eOXFLGDWHV WKDW HYHQXQGHU WKHFRQWHPSRUDU\ OLEHUDO GLVFXUVLYH RUGHU
KHJHPRQLF PHGLD WDFLWO\ XSKROGV UDFLVP E\UHO\LQJ RQVWHUHRW\SHV $FFRUGLQJ WR+DOO
VWHUHRW\SHV DUHDVHWRI HVVHQWLDOL]HG DQGRIWHQ ELQDU\ FKDUDFWHULVWLFV HJJRRGEDG
FLYLOL]HGSULPLWLYH SXUHSURPLVFXRXV) that are ascribed as “natural” WRSHRSOHZLWK D
UDFLDOL]HG LGHQWLW\ LQ RUGHUto represent racial and ethnic “others” WRKHJHPRQLF ZKLWH VRFLHW\
(1997b). Due to mainstream media’s status as an apparatus through which hegemonic powHU

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SHUSHWXDWHV WKHVWHUHRW\SLFDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIPDUJLQDOL]HG LGHQWLWLHV WKDWPHGLD UHO\ RQDQG
UHSURGXFHSURIRXQGO\ LQIOXHQFH KRZZHFRQVWUXFW DQGFRPPXQLFDWH GLIIHUHQFH DQGRWKHUQHVV
RQDVRFLHWDO OHYHO 7KURXJK VWHUHRW\SLQJ VHWWOHUFRORQLDO LGHQWLILFDWLRQV VRFLDO YDOXHV DQG
SUDFWLFHV DUHupheld as the “natural and inevitable” norm against which all other peoples DQG
VRFLHWLHV DUHPHDVXUHG +DOO E$VVXFK LW LV OHIW WRRWKHUHGSHRSOHVZKRVH
PDUJLQDOL]HG LGHQWLWLHV IRUFH DFRQIURQWDWLRQ with “the very difficult problem of strategy and 
tactics…to intervene in the media construction of race, so as to undermine, deconstruct and 
question the unquestioned racist assumptions on which so much media practice is grounded” 
+DOO ,Q WKHLU VWUDWHJLF XVHRI VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHIRUUHSUHVHQWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV FXOWXUH DQGLGHQWLW\ ,DUJXH WKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV DUHYLVLEO\ DQGYRFDOO\
XQGHUPLQLQJ UDFLVW DVVXPSWLRQV UHSURGXFHG WKURXJK WKH&DQDGLDQ PDVVPHGLD %\ LQVWHDG
SUHVHQWLQJ DSRZHUIXO DQGSURXGLPDJH RI,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV PRVW QRWDEO\ RI
WKHPVHOYHV EXW DOVRRWKHUV LQ WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV P\FROODERUDWRUV DUHJUDGXDOO\
GHFRQVWUXFWLQJ UDFLDO VWHUHRW\SHV ,QDGGLWLRQ WKH\ DUHVORZO\ UHSODFLQJ VWHUHRW\SHV ZLWK
PRUHSRVLWLYH \HWFRPSOH[ FRQVWUXFWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ WKDW HPSRZHU WKHLU
,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV WRXQGHUWDNH VLPLODU DFWVRI VHOIGHFRORQL]DWLRQ DQGHYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVP
9LYLHQQH ,ZLOO HYLQFH WKHVH FODLPV DWOHQJWK LQ WKLV FKDSWHU DQGWKHQH[W EXWILUVW LW LV
QHFHVVDU\ WRH[DPLQH WKHPHGLD FRQWH[W LQ&DQDGDWKDW KDVFRPSHOOHG P\ FROODERUDWRUV WR
HPSKDWLFDOO\ XQGHUWDNH VWUDWHJLF SUDFWLFHV WRGHFRQVWUXFW DQGUHFRQVWUXFW GRPLQDWH
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGSDUWLFXODUO\ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ
0DLQVWUHDP0HGLD0LVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQVRI,QGLJHQRXV3HRSOHV
,WLVREYLRXV WRDQ\ FULWLFDO FRQVXPHU RIPDLQVWUHDP &DQDGLDQ PHGLD WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV DUHRYHUZKHOPLQJO\ UHSUHVHQWHG E\QHJDWLYH VWHUHRW\SHV :ULWLQJ RQKRZ ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV DUHFRQVWUXFWHG DFURVVKHJHPRQLF PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD LQFOXGLQJ QHZV ILOP DQG

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WHOHYLVLRQ SURJUDPPLQJ $XJLH )OHUDV VXJJHVWV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WRGD\UHFHLYH RQHRI
two dichotomous images: “first, a depiction of Aboriginal peoples are positive (‘good 
Indians’), who work within WKH V\VWHP \HW DUHYXOQHUDEOH WRIRUFHVEH\RQG WKHLU FRQWURO RU
susceptible to victimization; second, Aboriginal peoples as problem people (‘bad Indians’) in 
QHHGRI FRQWDLQPHQW –by force if necessary” (2011, 219). For Indigenous women in 
SDUWLFXODU 5DQdolph Lewis states that media representations overwhelmingly fall into “a 
twofold simplification: dichotomization or dismissal” (2006, 73). The dichotomy Lewis 
UHIHUV WRLV QRZODUJHO\ DKLVWRULFDO SKHQRPHQRQ LQPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD WKDW FDVW,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPHQ DVHLWKHU SDVVLYH DQGURPDQWLF FKDUDFWHUV ZKRZLOOLQJO\ JLYH XSWKHLU RZQFXOWXUHV WR
KHOS ZLWK VHWWOHUFRORQLDO H[SDQVLRQ WKHPDLGHQV RUZDQWRQ ZRPHQ ZKR DUHVLOHQFHG LQ WKHLU
RZQFRPPXQLWLHV DQGLQHYLWDEO\ VXEVXPHG DVVH[REMHFWVIRUZKLWH PHQ WKH VTXDZV0RUHDW
LVVXH LQ WKH FRQWHPSRUDU\ PRPHQW LV WKH WHQGHQF\ WRZDUGGLVPLVVDO ,QGHHG HYHQZLWKLQ WKH
VFKRODUO\ UHDOP VXUSULVLQJO\ IHZ VWXGLHV GHGLFDWHG WRFULWLTXLQJ KHJHPRQLF PHGLD
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ DQGJLUOV H[LVW 7KRVH WKDW GRVXFK DVDQDO\VHV RI
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ LQ DFDGHPLF VWXGLHV E\/DXUD.OHLQ DQG
/LOOLDQ $FNHUPDQ SRSXODU OLWHUDWXUH E\/DXUD%HDUGDQGQHZVSDSHUV E\
Yasmin Jiwani and Mary Lynn Young (2006), concur with Lewis’ conclusion that “[m]ost of 
the time … even the worst stereotypes have been absent: when it comes to Native women, the 
Western gaze has been dismissive, uninterested, or pointed in the wrong direction altogether” 
/HZLV 
$PRQJ P\FROODERUDWRUV WKHGLVPLVVDO DQGPLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ
E\WKHPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD ZDVDFDODPLW\ GHFULHG E\DOO :KLOH WKH\ UHFRJQL]HG WKHXOWLPDWH
JRRGLQ LVVXHV WKDW GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\ DIIHFW ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ ILQDOO\ EHLQJ DGGUHVVHGLQ WKH
PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD VXFK DVWKH1DWLRQDO ,QTXLU\ LQWR 0XUGHUHG DQG0LVVLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
:RPHQ DQG*LUOV PDQ\ FROODERUDWRUV FODLPHG WKDW WKHIUDPLQJ RIWKHVHQDWLRQDO LVVXHV VWLOO

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VXEWO\ EODPHV ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV UDWKHU WKDQ WKH URRWFRORQLDO FDXVH7KHSUHGRPLQDQW
QDUUDWLYH RIWKHPLVVLQJ RUPXUGHUHG ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQ LVDVVKHLV UHPHPEHUHGE\VXUYLYLQJ
IDPLO\ PHPEHUV DQG WKURXJK WKHSROLFH UHSRUWRI KHUGLVDSSHDUDQFH RUGHDWK%HVLGHV
RFFDVLRQDO QHZVFRYHUDJH RI RXWVWDQGLQJ DFKLHYHPHQWV RUFRQWURYHUVLDO FRPPHQWV PDGHE\
“good” H[FHSWLRQV WRWKH UXOH VWRULHV RI FRPSOH[ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ ZKR DUHYRFDO DFWLYLVWV
DUWLVWV RUOHDGHUV DUHIHZ DQG IDUEHWZHHQ )OHUDV 6XFK DODFNRI FRYHUDJH LV QRW
EHFDXVH VWRULHV RI Indigenous women’s DFWLYLVP DQGDFFRPSOLVKPHQW GRQRWH[LVW RUDUHQRW
QHZVZRUWK\ 5DWKHU LW LV EHFDXVHVXFK VWRULHV GRQRW ILW ZLWK ZKDW &KULVWRSKHU *LWWLQJV FDOOV
a “discourse of the vanishing indigene,” an imaginary of Indigenous peoples as disappeared –
VLOHQW SDVVLYH FDVXDOWLHV RIFRORQLDO KLVWRU\ 
Regrettably, Erin P. noted that the media’s portrayal of Indigenous women as 
YRLFHOHVV YLFWLPV LVVRPHWLPHV PRPHQWDULO\ LQYHUWHG RQO\ WREHUHSODFHGE\UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV
RI,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ LQRWKHU QHJDWLYH WHUPV 6KHUHFDOOHG DQ H[DPSOH RIDUDFLVW DQGVH[LVW
meme that she saw floating around Facebook captioned, “Reasons why Native women 
VKRuldn’t date white men. Because they’ll call the cops the first time that you try to stab 
them,” as demonstrative of how pervasive mainstream media stereotyping FDQJURZEH\RQG
KHJHPRQLF GLVFRXUVH YLD XVHUJHQHUDWHG PHGLD 6XFKPLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV E\PDLQVWUHDP DV
ZHOO DVXVHUJHQHUDWHG VRFLDO PHGLD LVDPDMRU PRWLYDWLRQ WKDW(ULQ 3FLWHG IRUKHU GHFLVLRQ WR
UHSUHVHQW KHUVHOI RQVRFLDO PHGLD ,QFRQWUDVW WRUHGXFWLYH DQGUDFLVW VWHUHRW\SHV (ULQ 3
GHILQHV KHU RQOLQH SUHVHQFHQRWDVYLFWLPL]HG RUYLROHQW EXWUDWKHU DVDSURXGDQG FXOWXUDOO\
HQJDJHG ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQ PRWKHU DQGHPHUJLQJ FRPPXQLW\ OHDGHU 6RQMD9LYLHQQH DUJXHV
WKDW SHRSOHZKRDUHPDUJLQDOL]HG EDVHGRQWKHLU LGHQWLWLHV OLNH P\FROODERUDWRUV WHQGWRWKH
WDNHXSWKHFDOO RI “HYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVP” UDWKHU WDNLQJ IRUPDO SROLWLFDO DYHQXHV RUSDUWLFLSDWLQJ
LQ VWUDWHJLF RURUJDQL]HG DFWLYLVP LQ RUGHUWRFDWDO\]H VRFLDO FKDQJH %\GLVUXSWLQJ
VWHUHRW\SHV WKURXJK KHULQGLYLGXDO DFWVRIVHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ DQGWKHVKDULQJ RI SHUVRQDO

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VWRULHV LQ SXEOLF VSDFHV(ULQ 3WDNHVRQ\HW DQRWKHU UROH HYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVW 2YHUWLPH
9LYLHQQH FODLPV WKDW WKHSUDFWLFHV RIVXFK HYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVWV KDYH the power to “inscribe 
culture with new patterns for being, and potentially, new patterns for communication” (2016 

,QGLJHQRXV3HRSOHVDQG6RFLDO0HGLD$FWLYLVP
7KHXVHRI VRFLDO PHGLD E\,QGLJHQRXV DFWLYLVWV DQGOHDGHUV EXLOGV RQDORQJ WUDGLWLRQ
RI,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV DQGJURXSV DSSURSULDWLQJ VSDFHLQ WKHPHGLDVFDSH WRDGYDQFH WKHLU
VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO DJHQGDV ,QKHUZRUNRQFRPPXQLW\ UDGLR VHUYLFH RQ.DKQDZDNH
0RKDZN7HUULWRU\ GXULQJ WKH2ND&ULVLV /RUQD5RWKGHPRQVWUDWHV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV
people have long recognized the potential of alternative media for “[coQWUROOLQJ@ WKHNLQG DQG
content of discourses that represent them in the mediated public sphere” (1993, n.p.). Roth’s 
DUWLFOH ILQGV FRPPRQDOLW\ with this thesis over Indigenous peoples’ appropriation of media 
VSDFHWRLQIOXHQFH GRPLQDQW VHWWOHUFRORQLDO XQGHUVWDQGLQJV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVLVWDQFH DQG
UHVXUJHQFH HIIRUWV ZKLFK ZLOO EHH[SORUHG DWOHQJWK LQ WKH ILQDO VHFWLRQ RIWKHQH[W FKDSWHU$
QXPEHU RIDGGLWLRQDO ZRUNVRQDOWHUQDWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV PHGLD SURGXFWLRQ DOVRLPSURYH WKH
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIKRZ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV XVHQRQPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD IRU OHVVPLOLWDQW PRUH
HYHU\GD\ SXUSRVHV Whan in Roth’s example. OWKHUVFKRODUO\ ZRUNVWKDW IRFXVRQWKH UROH RI
DOWHUQDWLYH PHGLD XVHDQGSURGXFWLRQ WKDW FRXQWHU UDFLVW PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI
,QGLJHQHLW\ LQFOXGH DQDO\VHV RI ,QGLJHQRXVUXQ QHZVSDSHUV E\6KDQQRQ $YLVRQ DQG0LFKDHO
0HDGRZVWHOHYLVLRQ QHWZRUNV DQGSURJUDPV E\.HUVWLQ .QRSIDQGRQOLQH
networks by Fenwick McKelvey and Susan O’Donnell (2009). ,Q7KH1HZ0HGLD1DWLRQ
,QGLJHQRXV3HRSOHVDQG*OREDO&RPPXQLFDWLRQ9DOHULH $OLD LQFOXGHV DFKDSWHU RIH[DPSOHV
RIKRZ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV LQ&DQDGDDQGSDUWLFXODUO\ WKH1RUWKKDYH DSSURSULDWHG YDULRXV
PHGLD IRUPV LQ RUGHUWRLQVHUW WKHLU YRLFHV LQWR WKHQDWLRQDO PHGLDVFDSH IURP WKHVWR

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V7KHVHZRUNVOHQG FUHGHQFH WRP\ claim that my collaborators’ practices of 
decolonization and resurgence on social media build upon Indigenous peoples’ prior 
DSSURSULDWLRQV RIPHGLD VSDFH
'HVSLWH WKHSHUYDVLYHQHVV RI UDFLVW VHWWOHUFRORQLDO PHGLD GLVFRXUVHV ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV LQ&DQDGDFRQWLQXH WRUHIXVH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO GHILQLWLRQV RIWKHLU FXOWXUHV DQG
LGHQWLWLHV FDUU\LQJ RQDFHQWXULHVROG WUDGLWLRQ RIHYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVP 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ VXFK
RQJRLQJ HIIRUWV JHQHUDOO\ JRXQQRWLFHG RUDUHRXWULJKW GLVPLVVHG E\QRQ,QGLJHQRXV &DQDGLDQ
society “until certain flashpoint events, culminations or times of crisis occur” (KinoQGD
QLLPL &ROOHFWLYH 7KHPRVW UHFHQW IODVK SRLQW RFFXUUHG LQ WKHZLQWHU RI
GXULQJ WKHKHLJKW RI WKH,GOH1R0RUHPRYHPHQW 7KHZLQWHU RIKDVEHHQ
UHFRJQL]HG E\,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV VFKRODUV DOLNH DVD]HQLWK RI,QGLJHQRXV
activism that built upon previous instances, including “… WKH5HG3RZHU0RYHPHQW RIWKH
VDQGWKHPRELOL]DWLRQ DJDLQVW WKH:KLWH 3DSHUDQGUHVLVWDQFH PRYHPHQWV DW
Oka, Gustefson’s Lake, Ipperwash, Burnt Church, Goose Bay, Kanostaton, and so on” (IELG
'HVSLWH WKLV UHFRJQLWLRQ PDQ\ REVHUYHUV VWLOO SURFODLP ,GOH1R0RUHDVXQLTXH DQGPRUH
VXFFHVVIXO WKDQSUHYLRXV FXOPLQDWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVLVWDQFH 6FKRODUO\ FURVVGLVFLSOLQDU\
works on Idle No More agree that the movement’s successful delineation is in part duHWRWKH
UROH WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD SOD\HG LQPRELOL]LQJ QDWLRQZLGH VXSSRUW IRU WKHPRYHPHQW DWDQ
LQFUHGLEOH VSHHG&RXOWKDUG 7XSSHU %DUNHU -HQQLIHU 7XSSHU IRUH[DPSOH
FUHGLWV 7ZLWWHU DQG)DFHERRNIRU DIIRUGLQJ LQGLYLGXDO ,QGLJHQRXV DFWLYLVWV VSDFHWRFRQQHFW
RYHUWKHLU FROOHFWLYH FRQFHUQV $VVhe writes: “The Idle No More movement exemplifies how 
LVRODWHG IRUPV RILQLWLDO GLVVHQW DQGFLYLF HQJDJHPHQW FDQJURZH[SRQHQWLDOO\ WKURXJK WKHXVH
of social media” (2014, 90). 'XULQJ ,GOH1R0RUHPDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHLQFOXGLQJ DIHZ
RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV XQGHUVWRRG VRFLDO PHGLD DVDVSDFHZKHUH WKHLU HYHU\GD\ DFWLRQV FDQEH
imbued with political potential. Papacharissi states: “Impact is derived from context, so a 
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VWDWHPHQW WKDW LV SHUFHLYHG DVRUGLQDU\ LQRQHFRQWH[W PD\ DSSHDUSURYRFDWLYH LQ DGLIIHUHQW
one” (2015, 112). It is likely that many Indigenous people had encountered resurgent rhetoric 
SULRU WRWKH,GOH1R0RUHPRYHPHQW 7KHSUHVHQFHRIWKHPRYHPHQW RQVRFLDO PHGLD
KRZHYHU PD\ KDYH LQIXVHG SUHYLRXVO\ UHFHLYHG PHVVDJHV RI UHVXUJHQFH ZLWK JUHDWHU PHDQLQJ
IRU VRPH,QGLJHQRXV VRFLDO PHGLD XVHUV%\SHUFHLYLQJ WKHLU PHQWRUV DQGSHHUVHDVLO\ DQG
HIIHFWLYHO\ WDNHXSWKH FDOO RIUHVXUJHQFH GXULQJ ,GOH1R0RUHDQGRQVRFLDO PHGLD PDQ\
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHZHUHPRWLYDWHG WRXQGHUWDNH VXFK HYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVW SUDFWLFHV IRU
WKHPVHOYHV DQGSHUKDSV IRU WKHILUVW WLPH
7XSSHU DQG3DSDFKDULVVL’s statementV SRLQW WRWKHFRQQHFWLYH DIIRUGDQFHV RI VRFLDO
PHGLD ZKLFK DOORZ IRULVRODWHG LQGLYLGXDOV WRMRLQ LQ FROOHFWLYH PRYHPHQWV ZLWKRXW IHHOLQJ
like they are “trading off personal beliefs for more restrictive group identifications” (Bennett 
DQG6HJHUEHUJ &HOHEUDWHG VWXGLHV E\:/DQFH%HQQHWW DQG$OH[DQGUD 6HJHUEHUJ
GHPRQVWUDWH WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD KDVHQDEOHG DQXQSUHFHGHQWHG GHJUHHRISROLWLFDO HQJDJHPHQW
RUJDQL]DWLRQ DQGDFWLRQ E\RUGLQDU\ FLWL]HQV 6XFK UHJXODU FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV
WXUQHG HYHU\GD\ GLJLWDO DFWLYLVWV FRQQHFW RUJDQL]H DQGRIWHQ PRELOL]H RQOLQH RYHUWKHLU
shared concern about important issues. The online citizen’s brigade is drawn to social media 
DVWKHSULPDU\ ORFDWLRQ IRU WKHLU SROLWLFDO HQJDJHPHQW UDWKHU WKDQ WRPRUH FRQYHQWLRQDO VRFLDO
organizations or protest movements, due to the inclusive “personalized action frames” 
DIIRUGHG WRLQGLYLGXDO SDUWLFLSDQWV ZKR VKDUH FROOHFWLYH FRQFHUQV %HQQHWW DQG
6HJHUEHUJ H[SODLQ 
3HUVRQDOL]HG DFWLRQ IUDPHV DOORZ SHRSOH WRVSHFLI\ WKHLU RZQFRQQHFWLRQ WRDQLVVXH
UDWKHU WKDQ DGRSWPRUHGHPDQGLQJ PRGHOV UHJDUGLQJ KRZ WRWKLQN DQGDFW3HRSOHFDQ
VKDUH WKHLU HQJDJHPHQW DQG FRQWULEXWLRQV LQ IRUPV HDVLO\ DGRSWHGE\RWKHUV DV
SHUVRQDO DFWLRQ IUDPHV WKDW GRQRWQDUURZO\ VSHFLI\ JURXS LGHQWLW\ DQGWKXV WUDYHO
PRUH HDVLO\ EH\RQG LGHQWLW\ ERXQGDULHV HJJURXS LGHRORJ\ JHRJUDSK\ FXOWXUH

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DFURVVVRFLDO QHWZRUNV 7HFKQRORJLFDO QHWZRUNLQJ PHFKDQLVPV DQGLQSDUWLFXODU
GLJLWDO DQGVRFLDO PHGLD HQDEOH VKDULQJ ZLWK GLVWDQW RWKHUV DQGPD\ DOVRRIIHU
PXOWLSOH OHYHOV RIHQWU\ LQWR DQDFWLRQ VSDFH&RQQHFWLYH DFWLRQ QHWZRUNV LQ WKLV VHQVH
EXLOG RQDQGVFDOH XSYLD SHUVRQDOL]DWLRQ 
Bennett and Segerberg’s FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ RI WKHSHUVRQDOL]HG DFWLRQ IUDPHV WKDW GUDZV
SHRSOH LQWR VRFLDO PHGLDcentric “connective action networks” maps well toVFKRODUO\
GLVFXVVLRQV RI,GOH1R0RUH0RVWDQDO\VHV FRQFOXGH WKDW WKHPRYHPHQW ZRXOG QRW KDYH
HQMR\HG LWVPDVVLYH DPRXQW RI HQJDJHPHQW IURP ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGWKHLU DOOLHV ZLWKRXW
WKHLU DELOLW\ WRSHUVRQDOO\ FRQQHFW WRWKHRSHQDQGLQFOXVLYH GLVFXUVLYH IUDPLQJ RIWKH
PRYHPHQW ZKLFK was articulated by Idle No More’s supporters DQGWKURXJK VRFLDO PHGLD
7XSSHU %DUNHU &RDWHV0\SUHYLRXV DQDO\VLV RIWKH2XU9RLFHV DQG
5H0DWULDWH FRPPXQLWLHV WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV KDYHEHHQLQVWUXPHQWDO LQ EXLOGLQJ RQVRFLDO
PHGLD FDPH WRDVLPLODU FRQFOXVLRQ –WKH LQYLWLQJ DQGHPSRZHULQJ HWKRV WKDWP\
FROODERUDWRUV KDYH DIIHFWHG LQ WKRVH FRPPXQLW\ VSDFHVLVZKDW GUDZVQHZPHPEHUV LQ DQGLV
ZKDW KDVDWWUDFted the communities’ attention from both Indigenous and non,QGLJHQRXV
DXGLHQFHV DOLNH 
$GDP%DUNHU SUHVHQWV DQRWKHU FRPSHOOLQJ DQJOH LQ KLV DQDO\VLV RIWKHVLJQLILFDQFH RI
VRFLDO PHGLD WRWKH,GOH1R0RUHPRYHPHQW +HH[SODLQV WKDW EHFDXVHRIWKHKLVWRULF DQG
RQJRLQJ SURFHVVHVRIVHWWOHUcolonialism, which “seek to erase Indigenous peoples’ claims to 
the land in order to transfer legitimate possession to colonial authorities” (2015, 44), 
,QGLJHQRXV DFWLYLVWV WKURXJKRXW WKHWZHQWLHWK FHQWXU\ KDYHRIWHQ UHVponded “by (reFODLPLQJ
a particular place or site” (Ibid., 45). Barker uses the wellHVWDEOLVKHG LPSRUWDQFH RIVLWH
EDVHGHIIRUWV WR,QGLJHQRXV UHVLVWDQFH WRFODLP WKDW ,GOH1R0RUHFRQWLQXHG VXFK DWUDGLWLRQ
by “bringing indigeneity into electronic foruPV DVZHOO DVSK\VLFDOO\ LQWR VKRSSLQJ PDOOV DQG
XUEDQ LQWHUVHFWLRQV >WKHUHIRUH GLVUXSWLQJ@ WKHVHWWOHU FRORQLDO UHODWLRQVKLSV E\ZKLFK WKRVH

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spaces are integrated into settler colonial geographic imaginaries” (52). Barker’s claim places 
WKH FRQWHVWDWLRQ RIVSDFHZKHWKHU SK\VLFDO RUYLUWXDO DVWKHPDLQ WHQVLRQ VXUURXQGLQJ ,GOH
1R0RUH%\ DVVHUWLQJ WKHLPSRUWDQFH RI VRFLDO PHGLD DVDVLWH IRU ,QGLJHQRXV UHVLVWDQFH
%DUNHU’s workVXSSRUWVP\ DUJXPHQW WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD LVDFULWLFDO VRFLDOVSDFHIRU
,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV WRFODLP LQ WKHLU SURMHFW WRGHFRQVWUXFW VHWWOHUFRORQLDO LPDJLQDULHV RI
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFRPPXQLW\ DQGGHFRORQL]H WKHLU SHRSOH 
6RFLDO0HGLDDV6RFLDO6SDFH
8QOLNH WKHPDLQVWUHDP PHGLDVFDSH ZKLFK LVGRPLQDWHG E\VHWWOHUFRORQLDO KHJHPRQ\
VRFLDO PHGLD VLWHV DUHFRQWHVWHG FRQVWDQWO\ FKDQJLQJ VSDFHV7KH DELOLW\ RIXVHUV WRJHQHUDWH
WKHLU RZQFRQWHQW DQGHQJDJH LQ WZRZD\ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ ZLWK WKHLU DXGLHQFHV DOORZV VRFLDO
PHGLD WRKROG LWV JULS RQXVHUV DQGKDVOHG WRLWV WULXPSK RYHU FRQYHQWLRQDO PDVVPHGLD LQ
WHUPV RISRSXODULW\ YDQ'LMFN $OWKRXJK VRPHHDUO\ VWXGLHV RIZHETXHVWLRQHG WKH
H[WHQW WRZKLFK XVHULQWHUYHQWLRQV RQVLWHV OLNH )DFHERRNDQG7ZLWWHU DFWXDOO\ HQJHQGHUV
offline or “real life” social change /RYLQN LQ UHFHQW \HDUVHVWHHPHG ,QWHUQHW VWXGLHV
VFKRODUV LQFOXGLQJ GDQDKER\G6KHUU\ 7XUNOH -RVpYDQ 'LMFN DQG
%HQQHWW DQG6HJHUEHUJ KDYH IRUFHIXOO\ DQGHIIHFWLYHO\ UHIXWHG WKHQRWLRQ WKDW RQOLQH
LQWHUDFWLRQV GRQRWDIIHFW KXPDQ VRFLDOLW\ %HQQHWW DQG6HJHUEHUJ GHVFULEH D“general shift in 
SRZHULQ WKH VRFDOOHG QHWZRUNHG VRFLHW\ DZD\IURP KLHUDUFKLFDO RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQGSROLWLFDO
institutions toward loosely tied, flexible citizen networks” WKDW DOORZV SRZHUWRRSHUDWH
GLIIHUHQWO\ ZLWKLQ WKHGLIIHUHQW VSDFHVQHWZRUNV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV WKDW H[LVW RQDJLYHQ VRFLDO
PHGLD VLWH 6RFLDO PHGLD VLWHV DIIRUG WKHSRVVLELOLW\ IRU HQWLUHO\ QHZVSDFHVDQG
FRPPXQLWLHV ZKLFK GRQRWUHIOHFW H[LVWLQJ RIIOLQH SROLWLFDO RUVRFLDO IRUPDWLRQV WRHPHUJH
ER\G:LWKLQ VXFK VSDFHVDQGFRPPXQLWLHV VRFLDO UHODWLRQV FDQEHVKDSHGDQHZE\
LQGLYLGXDO XVHUVZLWK WKH DJHQF\ WRGHFLGHKRZ WKH\ ZDQW WRSDUWLFLSDWH
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0DQ\XVHUV KDYH DSSURSULDWHG VRFLDO PHGLD DVDVSDFHZKHUH WKH\ “connect the private 
to the public and the personal to the civic” 3DSDFKDULVVL $VVXFK WKHSRWHQWLDO
WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD DIIRUGV IRUPDNLQJ WKHSHUVRQDO SROLWLFDO KDVEHHQSDUWLFXODUO\ LPSRUWDQW
ZLWK UHJDUGV WRLGHQWLW\ SROLWLFV 3DSDFKDULVVL DUJXHV WKDW IRU SHRSOHZLWK PDUJLQDOL]HG
LGHQWLWLHV LW LVDSROLWLFDO DFWWRVHOIrepresent one’s identity LQ GLUHFW UHIXVDO RIGRPLQDQW
HVVHQWLDOL]HG FRQVWUXFWV )XUWKHUPRUH VKHVXJJHVWV WKDW VXFK LQGLYLGXDO SXEOLF UHIXVDOV PD\
KDYH WKH FROOHFWLYH IRUFH WRHYHQWXDOO\ WUDQVIRUP KRZ VRFLHWLHV XQGHUVWDQG WKH LGHQWLWLHV WKDW
they wish to recognize in members of “othered” groups 9LYLHQQH GHYHORSV WKH LGHD
IXUWKHU FRQWHQGLQJ WKDW HYHQZKHQ LQGLYLGXDOV KDYH DUHODWLYHO\ OLPLWHG IROORZLQJ RUUHDFK RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD WKHSROLWLFDO IRUFHRI WKHLU VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV DUHVWLOO powerful. She states: “…
D>VRFLDO PHGLD@ VWRU\WHOOHU UHWDLQV DJHQF\ LQ WKHFUHDWLRQ RIFRQJUXHQW VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ
6LPLODUO\ RZQHUVKLS RI WKLV VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ LVPDQLIHVW LQ WKH FKRLFH WRVKDUHZLWK VHOHFW
SXEOLFV –networks of friends and family as well as imagined unknown allies and antagonists” 
:KLOH LW LVLPSRUWDQW WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD DIIRUGV PDUJLQDOL]HG LQGLYLGXDOV
RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU FXOWXUDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DQGLQFUHDVHG FRQWURO RYHUKRZ WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV DUH
XQGHUVWRRG E\GRPLQDQW VRFLHW\ IRU9LYLHQQH ZKDW PD\ EHHYHQPRUH VLJQLILFDQW LVWKDW
LQGLYLGXDOV IHHO HPSRZHUHG E\VRFLDO PHGLD WRFKRRVHWKH DXGLHQFHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV WKDW
WKH\ ZDQW WRVSHDNDQGVHOIUHSUHVHQW WR
5HSUHVHQWLQJ6HOIDQG5HVKDSLQJ6RFLDO5HDOLWLHV
$PRQJ P\FROODERUDWRUV DVSHFWUXP HPHUJHV IRU KRZVLJQLILFDQW DUROH VRFLDO PHGLD
SOD\V LQ WKH VRFLDO SROLWLFDO DQGHYHQ HFRQRPLF DVSHFWVRI WKHLU GDLO\ OLYHV $WRQHHQGRIWKH
VSHFWUXP DUHXVHUV OLNH &KDQWDO IRUZKRP VRFLDO PHGLD LV ERWKKHU MREDQGDSDUWRI KHU
SHUVRQDO LGHQWLW\ 6KHUXQV D)DFHERRNSDJHZLWK RYHUIROORZHUV WKDW LVOLQNHG WRKHU

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EORJRI WKHVDPHQDPH DQGVXEMHFWPDWWHU ,QGLJHQRXV7RGD\ZKLFK VKHVDLGJHWVEHWZHHQ
DQGYLHZV SHUPRQWK &KDQWDO WROGPH 
(YHU\WKLQJ WKDW ,GRLV SXEOLF RQVRFLDO PHGLD ,DPYHU\ DZDUHRIZKDW ,DP SRVWLQJ
at every single second … 2QP\ 7ZLWWHU DFFRXQW ,WU\ WREHIXQQ\ DQGJRRI\ DQGD
OLWWOH ELWZHLUG EHFDXVHWKDW LVZKo I am and I don’t want people to think that I am 
robotic … especially when I am working with Indigenous communities. Because they 
QHHGWRNQRZWKDW ,DPQRW MXVW VRPHERG\ ZKRLV LQWHOOLJHQW DQGWKDW ,DPDFWXDOO\ D
UHDO KXPDQ EHLQJ DQG,KDYH UHDO IHHOLQJV DERXWZKDW LV KDSSHQLQJ WRPH DQGZKDW LV
KDSSHQLQJ LQRXUFRPPXQLWLHV
)RU&KDQWDO SRVWLQJ QHZV DQGLQIRUPDWLRQ RQVRFLDO PHGLD DERXWZKDW LV KDSSHQLQJ LQ KHU
RZQ OLIH DVZHOO DVLQ WKH,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WRZKLFK VKHEHORQJV RUFDUHVDERXWLV QRW
MXVW KHU MREEXWH[WHQGV DOPRVW DOO DVSHFWVRI KHURIIOLQH OLIH LQWR WKHYLUWXDO UHDOP
)XUWKHUPRUH KHUDFWLYLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD KDVEURNHQGRZQWKHGLYLGH EHWZHHQKHU VRFLDO DQG
SROLWLFDO DFWLYLWLHV DQGKHU HPSOR\PHQW 'XH WRWKH DWWHQWLRQ WKDW KHUEORJ7ZLWWHU DFFRXQW
DQG)DFHERRNSDJHKDYHJDUQHUHG &KDQWDO KDVODUJHO\ VWHSSHGDZD\ IURP KHU SUHYLRXV FDUHHU
DVDMRXUQDOLVW IRU YDULRXV PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD RXWOHWV DQGQRZHDUQVKHULQFRPH DVDVHOI
HPSOR\HG FRPPXQLFDWLRQV DQGVRFLDO PHGLD FRQVXOWDQW 
$WWKHRWKHUHQGRIWKHVSHFWUXP .OXDQH (ULQ /DQG&ODLUH ZHUHZDULHU RIWKH
SRWHQWLDO LPSDFW WKDW WKH\ IHHO WKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD SUHVHQFH FRXOGKDYH RQWKHLU RIIOLQH UHDOLWLHV
DQGDWWHVWHG WKDW WKH\ VHOIUHJXODWH WKHLU EHKDYLRU DQGLQWHUDFWLRQV RQVRFLDO PHGLD SHUKDSV
HYHQPRUH FDXWLRXVO\ WKDQ WKH\ PRQLWRU WKHLU RIIOLQH VRFLDO UHODWLRQV )RUH[DPSOH &ODLUH
UHFRXQWHG WKDW KHU VRFLDO PHGLD SUHVHQFH DQGDFWLYLWLHV KDYH VKLIWHG DVVKHKDVPRYHG WKURXJK
GLIIHUHQW SKDVHV LQ KHU FDUHHU6KHVDLG WKDW VKHZDVPRUHSROLWLFDOO\ DFWLYH RQVRFLDO PHGLD
GXULQJ KHUWLPH DWODZ VFKRRO EXW DIHDU RIKDYLQJ KHUYLHZV ZURQJO\ LQWHUSUHWHG E\SRWHQWLDO
HPSOR\HUV OHGKHU WRTXLHW KHU VRFLDO PHGLD YRLFH IRUDWLPH 7RGD\&ODLUH VDLG VKHEHOLHYHV
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VKHKDV IRXQG DEDODQFH RQVRFLDO PHGLD WKDW DOORZV KHU RQOLQH YRLFH WRHFKRKHU RIIOLQH
RSLQLRQV DQGWKH H[SHULHQFHV WKDW LQIRUP WKRVHRSLQLRQV ZKLOH DOVR DOORZLQJ KHU SHUVRQDO
)DFHERRNSURILOH WREHDVSDFHZKHUH VKH FDQUHIOHFW WKHOHVV VHULRXV DVSHFWVRIKHUVHOI DQG
KHUOLIH ,QKHUZRUGV
…[For] a while it was all very serious posts about OLNH LQWHUQDWLRQDO ,QGLJHQRXV OHJDO
LVVXHV DQGUHDOO\ ELJ LVVXHV 7KHQ DVWKH\HDUV SURJUHVVHG DQG ,EHFDPHPRUH
FRPIRUWDEOH EHLQJ DODZ\HU DQGEHLQJ PRUH FRPIRUWDEOH ZLWK WKLV QHZ UROH WKDW ,
have taken on, I have relaxed quite a bit … I just kind of had this epiphany, like, I can 
be an advocate for Indigenous issues, but that doesn’t have to encompass my entire 
LGHQWLW\ ,FDQVWLOO KDYH DOLIH DQGDFWDOLWWOH ELW VLOO\ RUZKDWQRW 1RWWDNHP\VHOI VR
VHULRXVO\ 6R,JXHVV WKDW LVZKHUH ,DPDWQRZ SHUFHQW QRWVHULRXV DQGSHUFHQW
VHULRXV 
$OWKRXJK &ODLUH WHVWLILHG WRWKHLPSRUWDQFH RI EDODQFLQJ KHUVRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO
LQWHUYHQWLRQV ZLWK MRNHVDQGIXQ RQVRFLDO PHGLD PLUURULQJ KRZ VKHDSSURDFKHV VRFLDO VSDFHV
DQGLQWHUDFWLRQV LQKHU RIIOLQH OLIH VKHZHQW RQWRUHYHDO WKDW VRPHRIKHU IRUPHU FRZRUNHUV
VWLOO H[SUHVVHG VXUSULVH DWMXVW KRZSROLWLFDOO\ RXWVSRNHQ VKHLV RQVRFLDO PHGLD 6KHUHFDOOHG 
,DUWLFOHG IRU WKH0LQLVWU\ RI$ERULJLQDO $IIDLUV LQ7RURQWR DQG,UHPHPEHU KDYLQJ
WRELWHP\ WRQJXH DWDORW RILVVXHV WKDWZRXOG FRPHXS:KHQ ,DGGHGVRPHRI>P\
FRZRUNHUV@RQ)DFHERRN,UHPHPEHU VRPHRIWKHP VD\LQJ WRPH WKDW WKH\ZHUH
under the impression that I wasn’t very politically engaged, and I think some of them 
ZHUHDOLWWOH VXUSULVHG WKDW ,IHOW UHDOO\ VWURQJO\ DERXW,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV
Claire’s story is suggestive of the importance of social meGLD DVDVSDFHZKHUHPDQ\
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH IHHO WKDW WKH\ FDQ UHSUHVHQW WKH FRPSOH[LWLHV RIWKHLU LQGLYLGXDO LGHQWLWLHV
DQGYRLFH WKHLU KRQHVW RSLQLRQV DERXW WKHLVVXHV DIIHFWLQJ WKHP DQGWKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV
)DFHERRNDIIRUGV &ODLUH DVSDFHZKHUH VKH FDQDGGUHVVWKH VWUXFWXUDO FRQVWUDLQWV WKDW DIIHFW
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Indigenous peoples’ everyday lives DQGIHHO DVWKRXJK KHU FXPXODWLYH GLVFXUVLYH
LQWHUYHQWLRQV PD\KDYH HYHQWXDO SROLWLFDO LPSDFW 7KHVLPXOWDQHRXVO\ SXEOLF DQGSULYDWH
QDWXUH RI)DFHERRNDOORZV &ODLUH WRHGXFDWH DZLGH DXGLHQFH DERXW,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV ZLWKRXW
ZRUU\ WKDW VKHZLOO EHSHQDOL]HG IRU YRLFLQJ KHUpolitical opinions in an “inappropriate” 
FRQWH[W /LNH&ODLUH PDQ\ XVHUV DSSURSULDWH VSDFHRQ)DFHERRNDQG7ZLWWHU DVDYHQXH IRU
SHUVRQDO H[SUHVVLRQ WKXVPDNLQJ DUWLFXODWLRQV RIWKHSHUVRQDO DQGSROLWLFDO DFRPPRQ
DFFHSWHGDQGHIIHFWLYH SUDFWLFH ZLWKLQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFH,QPDNLQJ VXFK DFHOHEUDWLRQ RI
VRFLDO PHGLD’s DIIRUGDQFHV KRZHYHU LW LVLPSRUWDQW WRQRWH WKDW QRWDOO LI QRWPRVW VRFLDO
PHGLD XVHUVZLWK PDUJLQDOL]HG LGHQWLWLHV XVHWKHSODWIRUPV IRU VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ
SHUVRQDOL]HG DFWLRQ RURWKHU IRUPV RIHYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVP 7KRXJK GLJLWDO VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ
LV SUHIHUUHGSUDFWLFH IRU DFWLYLVWV OLNH &ODLUH DQGWKH UHVWRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV 9LYLHQQH QRWHV
WKDW WKH WHFKQLFDO DSWLWXGH DQGHPRWLRQDO LQYHVWPHQW UHTXLUHG WRSXEOLFO\ SUHVHQWone’s 
LGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD LV VWLOO GHHPHG WRRGLIILFXOW RUULVN\ DQHQGHDYRU E\PDQ\
PDUJLQDOL]HG LQGLYLGXDOV 
0DQ\RIP\FROODERUDWRUV KRZHYHU H[SUHVVHG DVLPLODU VHQWLPHQW WR&ODLUH ZKHQ
VSHDNLQJ DERXWWKH LPSRUWDQFH RIVRFLDO PHGLD DVDGLVFXUVLYH VSDFHIRU,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
ERWKLQGLYLGXDOO\ DQGFROOHFWLYHO\ WRH[SUHVV WKHLU SROLWLFV 6DPDQWKD –ZKRIDOOV VRPHZKHUH
LQ WKHPLGGOH RI WKHVSHFWUXP LQ WHUPVRIKRZPXFK RIKHUVRFLDO SROLWLFDO DQGYRFDWLRQDO
OLIH WDNHVSODFHRQVRFLDO PHGLD RULVLPSDFWHG E\KHU VRFLDO PHGLD SDUWLFLSDWLRQ –JDYH D
SDUWLFXODUO\ VDOLHQW VWDWHPHQW DERXWKRZ HPSRZHULQJ 7ZLWWHU LV IRU KHU 
6RIRUPH>VRFLDO PHGLD@ KDVEHHQUHDOO\ LPSRUWDQW LQ WZRZD\V7KH ILUVW ZD\LV WKDW
LW KDVEHHQLPSRUWDQW IRUPHSHUVRQDOO\ LVLQ H[SUHVVLQJ DQJHU H[SUHVVLQJ GLIIHUHQW
HPRWLRQV to those mainstream representations … or to different issues that come up, 
and being able to have a space to say, ‘You know what? This isn’t okay and these are 
the reasons why.’ The second reason why Twitter specifically has been important to 

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PH LVWKDW LW DOORZV PHWRFRPPXQLFDWH P\ YLHZV ZKLFK DUHVRPHWLPHV RSSRVLQJ
YLHZV WRDZLGHU DXGLHQFH 7KDW FDQEHXSVHWWLQJ IRUVRPHSHRSOH EXWLW FDQDOVREH
UHDIILUPLQJ IRU RWKHUVZKRPD\ QRWEHKHDULQJ WKRVHYLHZV HOVHZKHUH ,WKLQN LW LV
SUHWW\ LPSRUWDQW ZKHQ that really isn’t happening in the mainstream media. I know it’s 
QRWWKDW KHOSIXO WRIUDPH LWLQ DOLNH PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD YHUVXV 7ZLWWHU SUHVHQFH
GLFKRWRP\ EXW IRUPHLW UHDOO\ LV DERXW KDYLQJ WKH VSDFHWRVD\KRZ ,IHHO DQGWREH
DEOH WRFRXQWHU VRPHRIthe things that are being said that aren’t okay … It’s important 
WREHDEOHWRKDYH VRPHZKHUH WRVRUWRI DLUWKRVHJULHYDQFHV EXWDOVR WREHDEOHWR
PRELOL]H SHRSOH DQGWRJHW LQVSLUHG DQG WRLQVSLUH HDFKRWKHU
,WLVFOHDU IURP WKLV WHVWLPRQ\ WKDW 7ZLWWHU SURYLGHV 6DPDQWKD DVSDFHZKHUH VKHIHHOV KHU
YRLFH LVKHDUGZLWK UHJDUGV WRWKHVRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO LVVXHV WKDW VKHFDUHVDERXWDQG WKDW
DIIHFW KHU DQGKHUFRPPXQLWLHV 0RUHRYHU VRFLDO PHGLD LVDVSDFHWKDW VKHFDQ DFFHVVWR
UHOHDVH VRPHRI WKHIHHOLQJV RIDQJHU DQGKXUW WKDW DUHRIWHQ KHUHPRWLRQDO UHVSRQVHV WRKHU
HPERGLHG H[SHULHQFHV DVDQ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQ LQ WKHRIIOLQH ZRUOG ,Q FRPPXQLFDWLQJ KHU
IHHOLQJV RIIUXVWUDWLRQ DQGLQGLJQDWLRQ WRKHU VRFLDO PHGLD DXGLHQFH VKHIHHOV VKHFDQXVH
VRFLDO PHGLD DVDGLVFXUVLYH VSDFHWRFKDOOHQJH VRPHRIWKH UDFLVW GLVFRXUVHV DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV FXOWXUHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV WKDW GHHSHQ FXOWXUDO ZRXQGV DQGSUHYHQW GHFRORQL]DWLRQ
6DPDQWKD UHFRJQL]HG WKDW EHIRUH RWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH FDQEHPRELOL]HG WRFKDOOHQJH DQG
FKDQJH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO GLVFRXUVHV WKURXJK WKHLU RZQ VRFLDO PHGLD LQWHUYHQWLRQV WKH\PXVW
KDYH DFFHVVWRVSDFHVZKHUH WKH\ FDQfeel the “affect that provides the intensity with which 
we experience … the urgency to act upon those feelings” (PapDFKDULVVL 
$IIHFW(PSRZHUPHQWDQG6RFLDO0HGLD6SDFH
$OWKRXJK WKH FRQFHSWXDO GHILQLWLRQ RIDIIHFW LV FRQWHVWHG DPRQJ WKHRULVWV LQ H[SORULQJ
KRZDIIHFW LV WUDQVPLWWHG WKURXJK WKH ,QWHUQHW DQGRQVRFLDO PHGLD -RDQQH *DUGH+DQVHQ DQG

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.ULVW\Q *RUWRQ find affect theorist Sara Ahmed’s definLWLRQ SDUWLFXODUO\ XVHIXO $KPHG
GHVFULEHV DIIHFW DV“what sticks, or what sustains or preserves the connection between ideas, 
values, and objects” (TWGLQ *DUGH+DQVHQ DQG*RUWRQ . Using Ahmed’s definition 
DVDSRLQW RI GHSDUWXUH*DUGH+DQVHQ DQG*RUWRQ DUJXH WKDWPHGLD SURGXFHGDQGFLUFXODWHG
RQOLQH SURGXFH DIIHFW GXHWRWKHLU DELOLW\ WRWUDQVPLW LGHDV DQGYDOXHV WKDW SURGXFHODVWLQJ
HPRWLRQDO UHVSRQVHV LQ LQGLYLGXDOV DQGFROOHFWLYH DXGLHQFHV $KPHG IXUWKHU FODULILHV: “Affect 
GRHVQRW UHVLGH LQ DQREMHFWRUVLJQ EXWLV DQHIIHFW RI WKHFLUFXODWLRQ EHWZHHQREMHFWVDQG
VLJQV  WKH DFFXPXODWLRQ RIDIIHFWLYH YDOXH 6LJQV LQFUHDVH LQ DIIHFWLYH YDOXH DVDQHIIHFW RI
WKHPRYHPHQW EHWZeen the signs: the more signs circulate the more affective they become” 

(PRWLRQDO UHVSRQVHV DUHRIWHQ HSKHPHUDO DQGGRQRW DOZD\V UHVXOW LQ LPPHGLDWH
DFWLRQ PDNLQJ WKH YDOXH RI WKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV WKDW KHOS WRSURGXFH DIIHFW GLIILFXOW WRJDXJH
3DSDFKDULVVL *DUGH+DQVHQ DQG*RUWRQ ILQG DVROXWLRQ WRWKHSUREOHP RIPHDVXULQJ
DIIHFW E\VXJJHVWLQJ WKDW VWXGLHV RI DIIHFW LQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHVDUHEHVWRULHQWHG LQVWHDG
WRZDUGVWXG\LQJ social media’s “DELOLW\ WRJXLGH DQGGLUHFW LWV XVHUV WRSDUWLFXODU IHHOLQJV DQG
actions to take on behalf of those feelings” (2013, 112). 0RVWRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV ZHUH
KHVLWDQW WRRYHUWO\ SURFODLP WKH ODVWLQJ LPSRUWDQFH RIWKHLU LQGLYLGXDO VRFLDO PHGLD
LQWHUYHQWLRQV SDUWLFXODUO\ ZKHQ FRPSDUHG WRWKH“real work” that they believed they could 
DQGVKRXOG EHGRLQJ DQG DUHDVZDVGHPRQVWUDWHG LQ FKDSWHU WZR WRGHFRORQL]H DQGEXLOG
WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV RIIOLQH 1RQHWKHOHVV PDQ\ LQGLFDWHG DEHOLHI LQ WKH DELOLW\ RI
WKHLU DJJUHJDWH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO SUDFWLFHV ZLWKLQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHVDQGFRPPXQLWLHV WR
HYHQWXDOO\ DIIHFW IHHOLQJV RIHPSRZHUPHQW LQ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV ,QVSLULQJ WKHLU
DXGLHQFHV WRIHHO SULGHDQG HPSRZHUPHQW LQ WKHLU RZQ ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV LV WKH VWHSP\
FROODERUDWRUV UHDOL]H WKH\ PXVW WDNHEHIRUHDQ\ FROOHFWLYH UHVXUJHQW DFWLRQV FDQEHPDGH$QG
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VRFLDO PHGLD SURYLGHV WKHVSDFHZKHUHP\FROODERUDWRUV –XVXDOO\ –IHHO HPSRZHUHG WRWDNH
WKDW ILUVW VWHS
:HLJKLQJWKH%HQHILWVDQG5LVNVRI5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ
)RUP\ FROODERUDWRUV VRFLDO PHGLD VLWHV FDQVLPXOWDQHRXVO\ EH DVDIH VSDFHZKHUH
WKH\ VHHNVXSSRUW DQGFRPPXQLW\ FRQQHFWLRQ DGDQJHURXV VSDFHZKHUH WKUHDWV RIUDFLVP DQG
VH[LVP DUHDOZD\V OXUNLQJ DQGDQHPSRZHULQJ VSDFHZKHUH WKH\JRWREURDGFDVWWKHLU
HPRWLRQV DQGRSLQLRQV DQGIHHO DVWKRXJK WKH\ DUHEHLQJ KHDUG7KH DPELYDOHQFH WKDW VRPHRI
P\FROODERUDWRUV PRVW QRWDEO\ $QJHOD -HQHHQ &ODLUH DQG(ULQ /H[SUHVVHGRYHUZKHWKHU
RUQRW WKH\EHOLHYHG WKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD SUDFWLFHV DUHPRUHSHUVRQDOO\ YDOXDEOH WKDQ WKH\ DUH
GHWULPHQWDO UHYHDOV WKH FRPSOH[ UHODWLRQVKLS WKDW WKH\ KDYHZLWK VRFLDO PHGLD DVDFRQWHVWHG
VRFLDO VSDFH6RPHRI WKHQHJDWLYH RUGHWULPHQWDO RXWFRPHV WKDW WKHVHZRPHQ SRLQWHG WRDV
SRWHQWLDO UHVXOWV RIWKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD LQWHUYHQWLRQV LQFOXGHG UDFLVW RUVH[LVW UHVSRQVHV WR
SHUVRQDO SRVWVRUSLFWXUHV DOLHQDWLQJ HPSOR\HUV DQGRWKHUV IRU H[SUHVVLQJ “UDGLFDO” SROLWLFDO
RSLQLRQV RUEHLQJ SHUFHLYHG DVRUIHHOLQJ QDUFLVVLVWLF GXHWRWKHLU VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV 7KH
DSSDOOLQJ SKHQRPHQRQ RI RQOLQH KDWUHG WRZDUGZRPHQ LVZHOOGRFXPHQWHG E\FRQWHPSRUDU\
IHPLQLVW ,QWHUQHW VWXGLHV VFKRODUV ZKRGHPRQVWUDWH WKDWZRPHQ DQGSHRSOHRIFRORXU RQOLQH
DUHRIWHQ VXEMHFW WRWKH VDPHRSSUHVVLYH VRFLDO SROLWLFDO DQGHFRQRPLF VWUXFWXUHV WKDW H[LVW LQ
WKHRIIOLQH ZRUOG %H\HU *DMMDOD DQG2K0RUHVXEWO\ /LVD1DNDPXUD UHPLQGV
XVWKDW MXVW DVLW LVRIIOLQH LQ WKHZKLWH DQGPDOHGRPLQDWHG ZRUOGRI WKHZHEVXEYHUVLYH
LQWHUYHQWLRQV E\ZRPHQ DQGSDUWLFXODUO\ UDFLDOL]HG ZRPHQ DUHDWWKHYHU\ OHDVWPHWZLWK
LQWHQVH VRFLDO VFUXWLQ\ DQGRIWHQ VWLJPDWL]DWLRQ 
1RQHWKHOHVV VLPLODU VWXGLHV WRWKLV RQHFRQFOXGH WKDWZRPHQ ZKRSDUWLFLSDWH LQ
RQOLQH VRFLDO MXVWLFH FRPPXQLWLHV XVXDOO\ IHOW LW WREHZRUWKZKLOH IRUWKH VWURQJ VHQVHRI
FRPPXQLW\ DQGFDPDUDGHULH WKDW LW SURYLGHV 1DNDPXUD &HUWDLQO\ P\ FROODERUDWRUV
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DOO VSRNHRI WKHFRQQHFWLRQV WKH\KDYH IRUJHG WKURXJK VRFLDO PHGLD DERXWWKHSHUVRQDO
HPSRZHUPHQW SULGHDQG IHHOLQJ RIEHORQJLQJ WKH\ JDLQ IURP SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ VRFLDO PHGLD
FRPPXQLWLHV OLNH 5H0DWULDWH DQG2XU9RLFHV DQGRI LQVWDQFHV ZKHUH WKH\ IHOW WKH\ ZHUHDEOH
WRXVH WKHSODWIRUPV WRHIIHFWLYHO\ HGXFDWHRWKHUV UHJDUGLQJ DQLVVXH WKDW WKH\ FDUHDERXW
6DPDQWKD H[SODLQHG WKDW HYHQ WKRXJK SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQRQOLQH DFWLYLVW VSDFHVDQG FRPPXQLWLHV
H[SRVHVKHUWRKDWUHG LWPRUH LPSRUWDQWO\ DOORZV KHUWRDFFHVVQHWZRUNVRI VXSSRUW DQG
SURYLGHV KHUZLWK DIHHOLQJ RIHPSRZHUPHQW
,PLJKW EHH[SHULHQFLQJ VRPHWKLQJ DWODZ VFKRRO RU,PLJKW KDYHKDGDGLVFXVVLRQ DW
ODZ VFKRRO ZKHUH ,ZDON DZD\ DQG,VWLOO IHHO XQVHWWOHG RU,VWLOO IHHO WKDW WKHUH LV
VRPHWKLQJ WKDW QHHGVWREHDGGUHVVHG6R,DPDEOHWRWZHHWDERXW WKDW DQGKDYH WKRVH
thoughts be out there in the world and that can be a very empowering experience … 
,QWHUPV RIFRQQHFWLQJ ,WKLQN WKDW WKHUH DUHDIHZGLIIHUHQW FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW ,OLNH WR
FRQQHFW ZLWK RQ7ZLWWHU DQGWKHRQHWKDW LV LPSRUWDQW WRPHLV WKHVRUWRI ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLW\ WKDW KDVGHYHORSHG RQ7ZLWWHU DQGDOVR WKHQHWZRUNRIMRXUQDOLVWV WKDW ,
work with … Even though we aUHLQ GLIIHUHQW JHRJUDSKLFDO ORFDWLRQV LW LV DZD\WR
VWD\ FRQQHFWHG DQGWRNQRZZKDW SHRSOH DUHGRLQJ 
)RU6DPDQWKD DQGPRVW RWKHUV EHORQJLQJ WRVRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV ZKHWKHU WKH
FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUVKLS FRPSULVHV ILHU\ DFWLYLVWV RUIRUPLGDEOH DGYRFDWHV SURYLGHV DSODFH
WRWXUQ IRU VRODFHRUHPSRZHUPHQW ZKHQ H[SHULHQFHV LQ WKHLU RIIOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV DUHFDXVH
IRU IUXVWUDWLRQ :KLOH $QJHOD &ODLUH -HQHHQ DQG(ULQ /UHYHDOHG WKDW WKHSRWHQWLDOO\
QHJDWLYH HIIHFWV RIWKHLU LQWHUYHQWLRQV LQWR VRFLDO PHGLD VRPHWLPHV FDXVH WKHP KHVLWDWLRQ
WKH\ DOO VWLOO FRQWLQXH WRSRVWWKHLU RSLQLRQV DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV DQGH[HUW WKHLU
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ GHVSLWH WKH ULVNV7KH HPSRZHULQJ IHHOLQJ WKDW YRLFLQJ WKHLU WKRXJKWV DQG
RSLQLRQV SURYLGHV LV VWURQJHU WKDQ WKHLU IHDU 
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7KHYDULDWLRQ DFURVVP\QLQH FROODERUDWRUV LQ WHUPVRI WKHDIIHFWLYH YDOXH IRU ERWK
WKHPVHOYHV SHUVRQDOO\ DVZHOO DVIRU WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV RQOLQH DXGLHQFHV WKDW WKH\ JLYH WKHLU
VRFLDO PHGLD LQWHUYHQWLRQV SRLQWV WRWKHLU YDULHG IHHOLQJV WRZDUGVRFLDO PHGLD DVD
VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ SHUVRQDO DQGSXEOLF VSDFH6DPDQWKD (ULQ 3DQG&KDQWDO VSRNHDVVXUHGO\ RI
WKH FDWKDUVLV DQGSHUVRQDO VHQVHRIHPSRZHUPHQW WKDW VKDULQJ WKHLU RSLQLRQV RQVRFLDO PHGLD
SURYLGHV <HWOLNH $QJHOD (ULQ /DQG-HQHHQ WKH\ UHPDLQHG VRPHZKDW OHVV FHUWDLQ RIKRZ
VWURQJO\ WKH HPSRZHUPHQW WKDW WKH\SHUVRQDOO\ IHHO RQVRFLDO PHGLD UHVRQDWHV SXEOLFO\ WR
DIIHFW WKHLU DXGLHQFHV ,QWHUQHW VWXGLHV VFKRODUV KDYHRQO\ UHFHQWO\ EHJXQ WRDQDO\]H ZKHWKHU
SHUVRQDOL]HG HYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVP RQVRFLDO PHGLD LV DFKLHYLQJ WKH VRFLDO FKDQJH WKDW UHJXODU
FLWL]HQV WXUQHG GLJLWDO DFWLYLVWV KRSHIRU ,QKHU VWXG\RI KRZGLJLWDO PHGLD FDQ DIIRUG
HPSRZHUPHQW IRUPDUJLQDOL]HG SHRSOHDQGJURXSV9LYLHQQH RIIHUV VXSSRUW IRU WKHLGHD WKDW
“the cumulative infOXHQFH RI GLYHUVH YRLFHV GLVSHUVHG DPRQJ QHWZRUNHGSXEOLFV FDQSURYRNH
subtle and profound shifts in values, thereby constituting new cultural norms” (
$OWKRXJK WKH DIIHFWLYH YDOXH RIP\FROODERUDWRUV’ UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV IRU WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV
DXGLHQFHV LV LPSRVVLEOH WRTXDQWLI\ following Vivienne’s notion, ,FODLP WKDW E\VHOI
UHSUHVHQWLQJ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ P\FROODERUDWRUV DUHUHFODLPLQJ DJHQF\ DQGRZQHUVKLS
RYHUWKHLU LGHQWLWLHV IURP KHJHPRQLF VHWWOHU VRFLHW\ )RUSHRSOHZKRVH LGHQWLWLHV DV
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DQGZRPHQ DUHFDXVHIRU WKHP WREHPDUJLQDOL]HG LQPDLQVWUHDP VRFLHW\
VXFKSHUVRQDOL]HG \HW SXEOLF UHFODPDWLRQV RIWKHLU LGHQWLWLHV FDQEHFRQVLGHUHG HYHU\GD\
DFWLYLVP 7KHUHIRUH ,DUJXH WKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV FXPXODWLYH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ ZLWKLQ WKHSXEOLF VSDFHRIVRFLDO PHGLD KDYH WKH FDVFDGLQJ SRZHUWRLQVSLUH RWKHUV WR
OLNHZLVH DVVHUW WKHLU RZQGHVWDELOL]LQJ XQGHUVWDQGLQJV DQG WRFKDOOHQJH GRPLQDQW QRWLRQV RI




$FFRUGLQJ WR6LPSVRQ KXQGUHGV RI\HDUV RIFRORQLDO DEXVHKDVSURGXFHGDFROOHFWLYH
embodied shame in many Indigenous peoples and communities (2011). This “insidious and 
infectious” sense of shame Simpson places as the dominant affect of what she calls thH
“FRJQLWLYH LPSHULDOLVP” WKDW FRORQLDO SRZHUVXVHWRFRQYLQFH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WKDW WKH\
were and remain “a weak and defeated people, and that there was no point in resisting or 
resurging” (2011, 14). For Simpson, realizing that cognitive imperialism la\ DWWKHURRWRIWKH
VHQVHRIVKDPH DQGODWHQW GHVLUH WRGLVFRQQHFW IURP $QLVKLQDDEH FXOWXUH DQGFRPPXQLW\ WKDW
ZDVDIIHFWLQJ KHUDQGVHHPLQJO\ PDQ\ RWKHUV LQ KHU FRPPXQLW\ OHGKHU RQDTXHVW WR
GLVFRYHU DQGWHOO VWRULHV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVLVWDQFH 7KURXJK WKH DFWRIVWRU\WHOOLQJ 6LPSVRQ
aims to foster pride and empower her people so that they can begin to imagine “new social 
VSDFHVEDVHGRQMXVWLFH DQGSHDFH… DQGDWOHDVW VHHWKHSRWHQWLDO IRUUDGLFDOO\ GLIIHUHQW ZD\V
of existence” (IELG %DVHGRQWKHLU VWDWHPHQWV ,VXJJHVW WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV KDYH
VLPLODU XQGHUVWDQGLQJV RI WKHGLVHPSRZHULQJ DQGVKDPLQJ DIIHFW WKDW VHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP KDV
KDGRQWKHP SHUVRQDOO\ DQGRQWKHLU HQWLUH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV ,DOVR DUJXH WKDW WKH\
share Simpson’s bHOLHI LQ LQGLYLGXDO DJHQF\ WRUHVLVW UDFLVW GLVFRXUVHV DQGWRFRQVWUXFW DQ
,QGLJHQRXVGHILQHG LGHQWLW\ DQGVRFLRSROLWLFDO RUGHU,FRQWHQG WKDW LW LVmy collaborators’
VKDUHGEHOLHI LQ WKHDIIHFWLYH YDOXH RISULGHWRRYHUFRPH WKHVKDPH RIFRJQLWLYH LPSHULDOLVP
DQGWRSURGXFHUHDO FKDQJH LQ KRZ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV VHHWKHPVHOYHV DQGWKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV
that is at the heart of my collaborators’ representational SUD[HVRQVRFLDO PHGLD 
7KH LPSRUWDQFH RISULGH ERWK LQRQHself and one’s culture and community, was a 
UHFXUULQJ WRSLF LQP\ GLVFXVVLRQV ZLWK P\FROODERUDWRUV 0RVWRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV OLQNHG WKH
FRQFHSW RISULGH FORVHO\ ZLWK HPSRZHUPHQW DQGVXJJHVWHG SULGH FRQWULEXWHV WRWKH DIIHFW RI
HPSRZHUPHQW WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHIHHO ZKHQ WKH\ HQWHU FHUWDLQ ,QGLJHQRXV VSDFHVLQ ERWK
WKHRQOLQH DQGRIIOLQH ZRUOG 7DLDLDNH $OIUHG DQG-HII &RUQWDVVHO DVVHUW WKDW DQHPSRZHUHG

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DQGUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ PXVW EHJLQ DWWKH OHYHO RIWKH VHOI ZKHUH LW EXLOGV WKH
VWUHQJWK QHFHVVDU\ WRUHVRQDWH RXWZDUGO\ WRDIIHFW DOO RI WKHVSDFHVDQGUHODWLRQVKLSV WKDW
FRQVWLWXWH ,QGLJHQRXV RQWRORJ\ 5HIOHFWLQJ RQZKDW GULYHV KHURZQFRPPXQLW\
EXLOGLQJ ZRUN$QJHOD UHFRJQL]HG WKDW KHUVHOIHVWHHP LV HVVHQWLDO WRKHU DELOLW\ WRKHOS RWKHUV
ILQG WKHLUV LQ WXUQ
7KHZRUNWKDW ,GRZLWK \RXWK DQGWKH UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ HIIRUWV WKDW ,GRZLWK P\ ODQJXDJH
DQGP\ FXOWXUH ,GRLW EHFDXse I want to do it for myself … ,WKLQN GHFRORQL]DWLRQ
EHJLQVZLWKWKHVHOI<RXKDYH WRZRUNRQWKLQJV RQ\RXU RZQDQGNQRZZKDW LV
valuable to you … ,MXVW OLNH GRLQJ ZKDW ,ZDQW WRGRZKLFK LQFOXGHV KHOSLQJ RWKHU
SHRSOH ILQG WKHLU VHQVHRI LGHQWLW\ DQGILQGLQJ SULGH LQZKR WKH\ DUHHPSKDVLV DGGHG
$QJHOD UHFRJQL]HG WKDW EHIRUHRQHFDQ DVNRWKHUV LQ KHUFRPPXQLW\ WRUHVSHFW KHUDVDOHDGHU
VKHPXVW ILUVW OHDUQ WRUHVSHFWDQGYDOXH KHUVHOI 6LPLODUO\ EHIRUH ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV FDQ
GHPDQG GHFRORQL]DWLRQ LQRWKHUV DQG DWWKH FRPPXQLW\ OHYHO ILUVW WKH\PXVW HPERG\ D
GHFRORQL]HG LQGLYLGXDO ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGSULGH LQ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH $OIUHG DQG
&RUQWDVVHO 6LPSVRQ $OO RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV DOOXGHG WRWKHIDFW WKDW WKH\ XVH
VRFLDO PHGLD WRVKDUH WKHLU UHYHUHQFH IRU DVSHFWVRIWKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUHV :KLOH WKHZRUG
SULGHPD\QRW KDYH EHHQRQHWKDW WKH\ DOO XVHGWRGHVFULEHKRZ WKH\ UHSUHVHQW WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO
LGHQWLW\ ZLWK UHJDUGV WRWKHDVSHFWV RIWKHLU OLYHV DV,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WKDW WKH\ UHSUHVHQW
RQOLQH ,FRQWHQG WKDW SULGH LV WKHSUHGRPLQDWH DIIHFW UHVRQDWLQJ IURP HDFKRIP\
FROlaborators’ SHUVRQDO VRFLDO PHGLD SURILOHV Following Ahmed’s notion that the cumulative 
FLUFXODWLRQ RI VLJQV LH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV JLYHV WKHP PHDQLQJ ,VXJJHVW WKDWP\
collaborators’ prRXGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIWKHPVHOYHV SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ DQGFHOHEUDWLQJ
,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH JHQHUDWHV DQHPSRZHULQJ DIIHFW DPRQJ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQG
DXGLHQFH PHPEHUV ZLWK HYHU\ VXFFHVVLYH SRVWRUWZHHW

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$OWKRXJK WKHLU H[SHULHQFHV DV,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DUHQRW WKHRQO\ IRUPDWLYH DVSHFWVRI
WKH LQGLYLGXDO LGHQWLWLHV WKDW WKH\ UHSUHVHQW RQVRFLDO PHGLD &KDQWDO (ULQ 30HODLQD DQG
-HQHHQ VSRNHRIWKHLU EHOLHI LQ WKHSRWHQWLDO RIWKHLU SHUVRQDOL]HG SRUWUD\DOV RI,QGLJHQHLW\ WR
DIIHFW KRZRWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHXQGHUVWDQG DQGHPERG\ LW LQ WXUQ 0HODLQD VSRNH
LOOXVWUDWLYHO\ DERXWKRZKHUVHQVHRI VHOI DQGKHUFROOHFWLYH 7OLQJLW LGHQWLW\ LQWHUVHFW WR
FRQVWLWXWH KHU LQGLYLGXDO LGHQWLW\ 
0\LGHQWLW\ LV VWURQJO\ EDVHGLQEHLQJ D7OLQJLW ZRPDQ KDYLQJ P\ FXOWXUDO
NQRZOHGJH P\ VSLULWXDO NQRZOHGJH DQG DYHU\ VWURQJ VHQVHRIVHOI WKDWZDV
reinforced by my mother and my community and my elders. I am very proud, so it’s a 
proud identity… I am also a very positive person –YHU\RSWLPLVWLF YHU\ KDSS\ YHU\
SRVLWLYH LQP\ RXWORRN –DQGWKDW IRUPV DSDUWRIP\ LGHQWLW\
Melaina’s SULGH LQKHUVHOI DQGKHUFXOWXUH FHUWDLQO\ FRPHDFURVVLQ KHUSRVWVRQVRFLDO PHGLD
ZKHUH VKHVDLG VKH IHHOV WKDW VKHKDVWKHSRZHUWRUHSUHVHQW KHU SDUWLFXODU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI
ZKDW LWPHDQV WREHDSURXGDQGLQGHSHQGHQW ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQ 
0HODLQD DGPLWWHG WKDW VKHZRXOG OLNH WRIRFXV PRUHRQKDUQHVVLQJ WKH LQIOXHQFH WKDW
VKHIHHOV VKHKDVRQVRFLDO PHGLD WRVKDSHEURDGHUGLVFRXUVHV VXUURXQGLQJ ZKDW LWPHDQV WREH
DFRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQ %\ DFWLYHO\ FKRRVLQJ WRUHSUHVHQW KHUVHOI SXEOLFO\ RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD DVDQHPSRZHUHG DQGSURXG,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQ KRZHYHU ,DUJXH WKDW VKH LV
DOUHDG\ WDNLQJ WKH ILUVW VWHSVLQ ERWKUHVLVWLQJ FRJQLWLYH LPSHULDOLVP DQGSUDFWLFLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
UHVXUJHQFH $FFRUGLQJ WRPHGLD VFKRODU %DUW&DPPDHUWV VRFLDO PHGLD LVDVSDFHZKHUHLQ
LQGLYLGXDO LGHQWLWLHV DUHERWK VRFLDOO\ DQGSHUVRQDOO\ FRQVWUXFWHG DQGDVVXFK LVRQHZKHUH
LQGLYLGXDOV PD\ DGKHUHWRWKHVRFLDOO\ LQVFULEHG LGHQWLWLHV FDVWXSRQ WKHP EXW DOVRKDYH WKH
DJHQF\ WRUHVLVW WKRVHFRQVWUXFWV 9LYLHQQH EXLOGV WKHDUJXPHQW E\VXJJHVWLQJ WKDW
individual “agency over storytelling and ownership of selfUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ DUHIXQGDPHQWDO
WRROV LQ negotiating an empowered congruent identity” (2016, 210).7KURXJK KHU SURXG

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UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIVHOI RQVRFLDO PHGLD 0HODLQD HPERGLHV DUHVLVWDQFH WRUHGXFWLYH VHWWOHU
FRORQLDO FRQVWUXFWV RI ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPDQKRRG ZKLFK HPSRZHUV KHUDVDQ,QGLJHQRXV
ZRPDQ %\ WDNLQJ RZQHUVKLS RYHUKHU,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ 0HODLQD LV GHFRORQL]LQJ ILUVW DQG
IRUHPRVW DWWKH OHYHO RIWKH VHOI 0RUHRYHU DV9LYLHQQH DUJXHV WKH DJHQF\ DQGHPSRZHUPHQW
WKDW0HODLQD H[SUHVVHV WKURXJK KHUPDUJLQDOL]HG LGHQWLW\ OLNHO\ KDYH DULSSOH HIIHFW LQVSLULQJ
RWKHUVZLWKLQ KHUQHWZRUN WRUHFODLP DQGFHOHEUDWH WKHLU RZQ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV LQ WXUQ 
$OWKRXJK P\ FROODERUDWRUV JHQHUDOO\ DJUHHG WKDW WKH\ IHHO DVHQVHRISHUVRQDO
HPSRZHUPHQW RUSULGH IURP VHOIUHSUHVHQWLQJ WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD WKHZLGHU
DIIHFWLYH YDOXH WKDW WKH\SODFHGRQVXFKSHUVRQDOL]HG VRFLDO PHGLD LQWHUYHQWLRQV YDULHG /LNH
0HODLQD 6DPDQWKD -HQHHQ(ULQ 3DQG&KDQWDO VDLGWKDW WKHLU HPSRZHUHG VRFLDO PHGLD
SUHVHQFHSURGXFHV DSRVLWLYH HPSRZHULQJ HPRWLRQDO UHVSRQVH LQ WKHP SHUVRQDOO\ 7KH\ DOVR
H[SUHVVHGKRSHWKDW WKLV KDV DIIHFWLYH UHVRQDQFH ZLWK WKHLU RQOLQH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV
DQGDXGLHQFHV DVZHOO &ODLUH .OXDQH DQG$QJHOD ZHUHPRUH VNHSWLFDO WKRXJK DQG
H[SUHVVHGGRXEW DERXWKRZ IDUVXFK SHUVRQDO DIIHFWV H[WHQG$QJHOD ZDVSHUKDSVWKHPRVW
XQFHUWDLQ DERXWWKH DIIHFWLYH YDOXH RI KHUVRFLDO PHGLD SUDFWLFHV IRU SURGXFLQJ UHDO FKDQJH LQ
KRZ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHUHSUHVHQW WKHPVHOYHV DQGWKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV LQ VRFLDO VSDFHV
SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKHRIIOLQH ZRUOG $OWKRXJK VKH VWDWHGWKDW VKHUHJXODUO\ SRVWVXSGDWHV DQG
photos of herself “trying to do work that is positive” as “a way of letting my people know that 
I am still fighting for us,” she was ambivalent about WKHRYHUDOO LPSDFW KHU HIIRUWV DWVHOI DQG
FXOWXUDOSURPRWLRQ DFWXDOO\ KDV
Now, it seems like some people’s Facebook or social media profiles are very
narcissistic … You never use it as a tool to unleash how you’re really feeling or 
what’s really going on. I think social media can be a really useful tool in terms of 
FRQQHFWLQJ ZLWK SHRSOHEXW LQ WHUPV RIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ ,WKLQN WKDW LW LV QRWDOZD\V WKH
most accurate. As [is the case] with any form of media … The real connections that 

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\RXPDNH DUHWKURXJK WKH HYHU\GD\ ZRUNWKDW \RXGRDQGWKURXJK WKH LQWHUDFWLRQV WKDW
\RXKDYH LQ DUHDO EDVLV ,DPKRSLQJ WKDW WKURXJK WKHZRUNRI5H0DWULDWH DQGWKURXJK
VRFLDO PHGLD ZHZLOO VSDUNWKHUHDOZRUNDVRSSRVHGWRMXVWZKDW >LV@ SXWRXW RQVRFLDO
PHGLD
$QJHOD ZDVPRUHXQFHUWDLQ WKDQPRVW RIP\FROODERUDWRUV DERXWKRZPXFK RI DQLPSDFW VKH
FRQVLGHUV KHU LQWHUYHQWLRQV RQVRFLDO PHGLD WRKDYH RQKRZPHPEHUV RIKHU DXGLHQFH IHHO
DERXW WKHLU RZQ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ 1HYHUWKHOHVV VKH FRQILUPHG DEHOLHI WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD
GRHVLQ IDFW SURYLGH IRUDIIHFWLYHO\ FKDUJHG GLVFXUVLYH VSDFHVZKHUH VHOIDFWXDOL]HG LGHQWLWLHV
PD\ EHUHSUHVHQWHG LI QRW UHDOL]HG 
,QFKDSWHU WZR,GHPRQVWUDWHG WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV XVHVRFLDO PHGLD DVD
FRPPXQLFDWLYH VSDFHIRU VWUHQJWKHQLQJ DQGEXLOGLQJ WKHUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV
WKDW WKH\ ZDQW WROHDG ,QWKLV FKDSWHU ,VXJJHVWHG WKDW WKHFRPPXQLWLHV DQGVSDFHVWKDWP\
FROODERUDWRUV DUHEXLOGLQJ RQVRFLDO PHGLD DUHDIIHFWLYHO\ FKDUJHG LQSDUWE\P\
collaborators’ LQIOXHQWLDO VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RILQGLYLGXDO ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ ,Q WKHQH[W
FKDSWHU ,SURSRVHthat my collaborators’ proud representations of ERWK LQGLYLGXDODQG
FROOHFWLYH,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD UHVRQDWHRXWZDUGO\ IURP WKHLU SHUVRQDO
SURILOHV WKHFRPPXQLWLHV WKDW WKH\ OHDGDQG WKHGLVFXUVLYH VSDFHVWKDW WKH\RFFXS\
JHQHUDWLQJ DIHHOLQJ RIHPSRZHUPHQW DPRQJ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV %H\RQG HYHU\GD\
DFWLYLVP LQ WKHILUVW VHFWLRQ ,DUJXH WKDW WKHLU VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RILQGLYLGXDODQG
SHUVRQDOL]HG UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIFROOHFWLYH,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD IDOO XQGHU WKH
UXEULF RI FXOWXUDO SUDFWLFHV WKDW DUHUHTXLUHG IRU ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH )URP WKHUH ,VXJJHVW
WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO SUDFWLFHV PD\ DOVREHVKRZLQJ VRPH UHVRQDQFH DQG
SRVVLEO\ LQVSLULQJ DFWVRI VROLGDULW\ DPRQJ DVWXWHPHPEHUV RIVHWWOHU VRFLHW\ DQG HYHQ
PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD ,FRQFOXGH FKDSWHU IRXU E\SRVLWLQJ WKDW WKLV VKLIW PD\EHKDSSHQLQJ
EHFDXVH LQIOXHQWLDO ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLDO PHGLD XVHUV LQFOXGLQJ P\ FROODERUDWRUV WHQG WR
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REVHUYH FURVVFXOWXUDOO\ OHJLEOH QRUPDWLYH GLVFXUVLYH DQGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO SUDFWLFHV RQVRFLDO
PHGLD 7KURXJKRXW ,Fouch my collaborators’ reSUHVHQWDWLRQDO SUDFWLFHV ZLWKLQ VFKRODUO\
GHEDWHRYHUWKHSRWHQWLDO RIVRFLDO PHGLD LQWHUYHQWLRQV WRVKLIW EURDGHUGLVFRXUVHV VXUURXQGLQJ
FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLWLHV DQGFRQFOXGH WKDW H[SUHVVLRQV RIVHOIDFWXDOL]HG DQGVHOIGHWHUPLQHG




&KDSWHU 5HSUHVHQWLQJDQG&RQVWUXFWLQJ 5HVXUJHQW,QGLJHQRXV ,GHQWLW\ RQ6RFLDO
0HGLD
5H&RQVWUXFWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ,GHQWLW\DV5HVXUJHQW3UD[LV
5HMHFWLQJ ULJLG VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VWDWHGHILQLWLRQV DQGGLVFRXUVHV RI ,QGLJHQHLW\ VXFK DV
,QGLDQ VWDWXV DQG$ERULJLQDOLVP $OIUHG DQG&RUQWDVVHO EURDGO\ WKHRUL]H DFROOHFWLYH
,QGLJHQRXVLGHQWLW\as a “dynamic and interconnected concept...constituted in a sharHG
history, ceremony, language, land,” and kinship networks or community (2005, 609). They 
DUJXH WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV DVDQLGHQWLW\ LV ILUVW DQGIRUHPRVW DFRQVWUXFW RI VHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP
GHVLJQHG WRFRQILQH DQGFRPSDUWPHQWDOL]H WUDGLWLRQDO YDOXHV VRWKDW ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV
are forced to “mimic the practices of dominant non,QGLJHQRXV OHJDOSROLWLFDO LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG
DGKHUH WRVWDWHVDQFWLRQHG GHILQLtions of Indigenous identity” (Ibid., 600). Echoing Alfred’s 
HPLQHQW ZRUNLQ:DViVH,QGLJHQRXV3DWKZD\VRI$FWLRQDQG)UHHGRP$OIUHG DQG
&RUQWDVVHO FDOO RQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WRFDVWRII VHWWOHUFRORQLDO FDWHJRUL]DWLRQ DQG
UHFRQVWUXFW DQHZFRQFHSW RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ E\DQGIRU WKHPVHOYHV ,QVHHNLQJ WROD\ WKH
RQWRORJLFDO DQGHSLVWHPRORJLFDO IRXQGDWLRQV IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WRFRQVWUXFW DVHOI
GHWHUPLQHG ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ $OIUHG DQG&RUQWDVVHO UHVLVW WKH WHPSWDWLRQ WRHVWDEOLVK
“universal definitions of Indigenous peoples” (2005, 606). Rather, theLU TXHVWLRQ IRFXVHV
VFKRODUV DQG ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV RQWKHHPERGLHG LQGLYLGXDO DQGFROOHFWLYH SUD[HVWKDW
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV HPSOR\ DVWKH\ GHFRORQL]H IURP WKH OHYHO RIWKH VHOI WRWKHOHYHO RI
FRPPXQLW\ WRZLGHU VRFLHW\ DQGSROLWLFV ,QGHHG$OIUHG DQG&RUQWDVVHO WKHPVHOYHV UHIUDLQ

According to Alfred and Corntassel, the Canadian government’s labelling of Indigenous people as 
“Aboriginal” is a “legal, poliWLFDO DQGFXOWXUDOGLVFRXUVHGHVLJQHGWRVHUYHDQDJHQGDRIVLOHQWVXUUHQGHUWRDQ
inherently unjust relation at the root of the colonial state itself.” They contend that many Indigenous peoples in 
&DQDGDKDYHDFFHSWHGWKLVJRYHUQPHQWDODVVDXOWRQWKHLU,QGLJHQRXVLGHQWLWLHVLQFOXGLQJWKHFRQQHFWLRQWR
culture, community and land that informs those identities, because “in a politico HFRQRPLF FRQWH[WRIKLVWRULF
and ongoing dispossession and of contemporary deprivation and poverty… Indigenous peoples are fo UFHGE\WKH




IURP SUHVHQWLQJ DGLGDFWLF WKHRU\RI ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFRQVLGHU DQ\GHFRORQL]LQJ DQG
UHVXUJHQW VWUDWHJLHV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV RUFRPPXQLWLHV SUDFWLFH DVUHFRQVWUXFWLQJ WKH
QRWLRQ RIZKDW LWPHDQV WREH,QGLJHQRXV. As they state: “There is no concise neat model of 
Uesurgence in this way of approaching decolonization and the regeneration of our people … 
%XW WKHUH DUHLGHQWLILDEOH GLUHFWLRQV RIPRYHPHQW SDWWHUQVRI WKRXJKW DQGDFWLRQ WKDW UHIOHFW D
VKLIW WRDQ,QGLJHQRXV UHDOLW\ IURP WKH FRORQL]HG SODFHVZHLQKDELW WRGD\ LQRXUPLQGV DQGLQ
our souls” (IELG 
$FFRUGLQJO\ DQWLFRORQLDO VFKRODUO\ SURMHFWVPXVW QRW VHHNWRSURYLGH DGHILQLWLYH
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI,QGLJHQHLW\ 5DWKHU Whan setting out to expose some “truth” DERXWZKDW
FRQWHPSRUDU\ FROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ LV RUVKRXOG EHP\JRDO IRU WKLV SURMHFWLV WR
FRQWULEXWH WRDPRUHQXDQFHG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKHVKDUHG H[SHULHQFHV DQGFRPPRQ VRFLDO
DQGSROLWLFDO JRDOV WKDW LQIOXHQFH WKHSUD[HVRI UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV 7KH
FRQFHSW RILQWHUVHFWLRQDOLW\ PDNHV VSDFHIRUGHVFULELQJ VLPLODULWLHV DQGGLIIHUHQFHV EHWZHHQ
PHPEHUV RIDSHUFHLYHG JURXS DQGprovides a site from which we can “[subvert] race/gender 
binaries in the service of theorizing identity in a more complex fashion” (Nash 2008
7DNLQJ DQLQWHUVHFWLRQDO DSSURDFK,DUJXH WKDW E\HPERG\LQJ DQGUHSUHVHQWLQJ WKHLU
LQGLYLGXDO H[SHULHQFHV DQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJV RI,QGLJHQHLW\ P\FROODERUDWRUV DUHVORZO\
HURGLQJ VHWWOHUFRORQLDO FRQVWUXFWV DQGFRQWULEXWLQJ WRWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQ RI DUHVXUJHQW
FROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ 7KH FRQFHSW RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ WKDW ,HPSOR\ LVQRWPHDQW
WRLQYRNH DQLGHDRIDIL[HG SHUPDQHQW RUHVVHQWLDOL]HG VXEMHFW SRVLWLRQ ZLWKLQ DQ\JLYHQ
VRFLDO FRQWH[W ,QVWHDG LW DWWHPSWV WRHOXFLGDWH KRZ ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV VWUDWHJLFDOO\ HPERG\
DQGUHSUHVHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ LQ RUGHUWRDFKLHYH WKH VRFLDOWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ UHTXLUHG




:KHQ ,DVNHGP\ FROODERUDWRUV WRGLVFXVV ZKDW LGHQWLW\ PHDQV WRWKHP PRVW VSRNHRI
WKHSXVK DQGSXOO WKDW WKH\ H[SHULHQFH DV,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ ZKR VHHNWRWUDQVFHQG FHUWDLQ
FDWHJRULFDO LGHQWLWLHV ZKLOH EXLOGLQJ RWKHUV XS2QWKHRQHKDQGP\ FROODERUDWRUV ZDQW
,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV LQFOXGLQJ WKHPVHOYHV WRVXUSDVV WKH UHGXFWLYH DQGUDFLVW ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ LQVFULEHG XSRQ WKHP WKURXJK VHWWOHUFRORQLDO GLVFRXUVH 2QWKHRWKHU KDQG WKH\
UHFRJQL]H WKHYDOXH IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV LQ UHFRQVWUXFWLQJ DFROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
WKDWZLOO DOORZ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV IURP GLIIHUHQW VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO ORFDWLRQV WRILQG D
FRPPRQ SRVLWLRQ )URPWKDW ORFXV ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV FDQVXSSRUW RQHDQRWKHU DVWKH\ WDNH
WKH ILUVW VWHSVDZD\ IURP VHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP DQG WRZDUGDQHZ UHDOLW\ $IHZRIP\
FROODERUDWRUV VSRNHRIWKHQHHGIRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WREHDZDUHRIWKHLU FRPPRQ
H[SHULHQFHV RIVHWWOHUFRORQLDO RSSUHVVLRQ EXW DOVRRIWKHVKDUHG FXOWXUDO YDOXHV DQG
DSSURDFKHV WKDW FDQSURYLGH WKH IRXQGDWLRQ IRU DVWURQJHU FROOHFWLYH UHVLVWDQFH WRVHWWOHU
FRORQLDOLVP )RUH[DPSOH -HQHHQ VSRNHRI5H0DWULDWH DVDVSDFHZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
DUHFRPLQJ WRJHWKHU WRWUDQVFHQG WKHLU SHUVRQDO DQGFXOWXUDO GLIIHUHQFHV LQ RUGHUWR
FROOHFWLYHO\ GHFRORQL]H
>5H0DWULDWH@ KDVGHILQLWHO\ EHHQ DUDGLQLWLDWLYH MXVW WRWDON DERXWKRZ WRFRPEDW WKLV
OLNH VWDWLF VLQJXODU FRORQLDO FRQFHSW RIZKDW ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ DUHRUZKDW DQ
Indigenous woman is, or looks like, or does. It’s showing the complex diversity of 
ZKDW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ LV DQGORRNV OLNH DQGDOVRKRZVPDUW DQGWDOHQWHG DQG
EULOOLDQW DQGVXSSRUWLYH RXU SHRSOHFDQEHRIHDFKRWKHU$QGZDQWLQJ WRVKRZFDVH
that in a positive light. It’s also generative –we’re not pinpointing instances in the 
SDVWWKDW DUHKXUWIXO RUPD\EH DVLWH RI WUDXPD EXWLQVWHDG DUHWU\LQJ WRSUHVHQW XVLQJ
positive imagery as a way to generate … as a locus of community. 
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DUHFRQVWUXFWLQJ QRWRQO\ QHZ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV EXW DOVRDQHZ
FROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ EDVHGRQZKDW WKH\ LGHQWLI\ DVWKHLU FRPPRQ ZD\VRIEHLQJ

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DQGGRLQJ 7KRXJK P\ FROODERUDWRUV LQGLYLGXDOO\ GLIIHU LQ PDQ\ ZD\V WKH\ VKDUH LQ IHHOLQJ
VWURQJO\ JURXQGHG LQ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV ODQGV WUDGLWLRQV ODQJXDJHV FXOWXUHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV
7KDW FRPPRQ JURXQGLQJ GHYHORSV HDFKRI WKHLU VWUDWHJLHV IRUGHFRORQL]LQJ DQGEXLOGLQJ XS
WKHLU SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV 
5HSUHVHQWLQJ,QGLJHQRXV,GHQWLW\DV(YHU\GD\$FWLYLVP
I have demonstrated that my collaborators’ everyday practices of community building 
DQG,QGLJHQRXV HPSRZHUPHQW ERWKRQOLQH DQGRIIOLQH FULWLFDOO\ FRQWULEXWH WRWKH HPHUJHQFH
RIWKHQHZSDUDGLJP RIUHVXUJHQFH DIIHFWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV 7KLV
SDUDGLJPDWLF VKLIW WRZDUGUHVXUJHQFH LVVXSSRUWHG E\WKHGHFRORQL]LQJ SUDFWLFHV RILQGLYLGXDO
FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV HJP\ FROODERUDWRUV DVZHOO DVWKHFRDOLWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
DQGJURXSV WKDW DUHDFWLQJ WRJHWKHU WRDFKLHYH FRPPRQ JRDOV IRU WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV HJ2XU
9RLFHV DQG5H0DWULDWH 7KH VSHFLILF VHWRI WKHRULHV DVZHOO DVPHWKRGV IRU LPSOHPHQWLQJ
WKRVH WKHRULHV WKDW FRQVWLWXWH DSDUDGLJP RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH PDNH WKH,QGLJHQRXV
UHVXUJHQFH PRYHPHQW PRUHZHOOGHILQHG LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG DQGSHUKDSVPRUH OLNHO\ WR
VXFFHHG WKDQPRVW SUHYLRXV PRPHQWV RI ,QGLJHQRXV DFWLYLVP &RPSOHPHQWLQJ WKH
IUDPHZRUN RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH LW LV XVHIXO IRUWKHSXUSRVHVRIWKLV VHFWLRQ WRGUDZ RQ
VWXGLHV RI RQOLQH LGHQWLW\ DFWLYLVP DQGVRFLDO PRYHPHQWV PRELOL]HG DURXQG DVHQVHRI
FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLW\ ,QGHHGPDQ\ VFKRODUV DQGSUDFWLWLRQHUV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH WDNH
KHHGIURP ERWK WKHRULHV DQGSUDFWLFHV RI KLVWRULF VRFLDO PRYHPHQWV DQGVXEVHTXHQWO\ FDOO RQ
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WRPRELOL]H DURXQG FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLW\ DVDSUDFWLFHRI UHVXUJHQFH $OIUHG
DQG&RUQWDVVHO &RXOWKDUG %DUNHU 





&DQGLV&DOOLVRQ DQG$OIUHG +HUPLGD FLWH ,GOH1R0RUHDVDQH[DPSOH RIKRZ
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DSSURSULDWH VRFLDO PHGLD DVERWK DFRPPXQLFDWLYH WRRO DQGGLVFXUVLYH
VSDFHWKURXJK ZKLFK WKH\ FDQFRQVWUXFW DVHOIGHWHUPLQHG FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLW\ 3UHYLRXV
VWXGLHV RI ,QGLJHQRXV DFWLYLVP KDYHGHPRQVWUDWHG WKDW FROOHFWLYH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI
,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV DQG FHUWDLQO\ LGHQWLW\ DUHFRQWHVWHGZLWKLQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFH0RUULV
%DUNHU 8OWLPDWHO\ KRZHYHU WKHVH WHQGWRagree with Callison and Hermida’s 
FRQFOXVLRQ WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD SURYLGHV DVSDFHZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV IURP FRPPXQLWLHV
DFURVVWKH FRXQWU\ FRPH WRJHWKHU WRUHFRQVWUXFW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ E\DQGIRU WKHPVHOYHV
$PRQJ P\FROODERUDWRUV WKHUHZDVOLNHZLVH DJHQHUDO DJUHHPHQW WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD DIIRUGV
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WKH VSDFHWRFRQVWUXFW DQGDVVHUW DVHOIGHWHUPLQHG FROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ LQ XQSUHFHGHQWHG ZD\V 
6SHDNLQJ DERXWQHZ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGFRDOLWLRQV IRUPHG RQVRFLDO PHGLD
VXFK DV5H0DWULDWH DQG,GOH1R0RUH6DPDQWKD &ODLUH -HQHHQ DQG(ULQ /UHFRJQL]HG WKH
HPSRZHUPHQW WKDW LVIHOW DPRQJ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DVWKH\ IRUP VXFK FRPPXQLWLHV DWD
JUDVVURRWV OHYHO 0RUHRYHU WKH\ UHFRJQL]HG WKDW LV FULWLFDO IRU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH WRKDYH
VSDFHVZKHUH WKH\ FDQGHEDWHDQG GHILQH IRUWKHPVHOYHV ZKDW LWPHDQV WRLGHQWLI\ FROOHFWLYHO\
DV,QGLJHQRXV &ODLUH VSRNHVSHFLILFDOO\ DERXWKRZ WKH5H0DWULDWH FRPPXQLW\ SURYLGHV D
VSDFHZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHFRPH WRJHWKHU WRUHFODLP DJHQF\ RYHU WKHLU FROOHFWLYH
LGHQWLW\
>,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH@ DUHEHLQJ FRQVWDQWO\ GHSULYHG RI WKHDELOLW\ WRSRUWUD\RXU
LGHQWLWLHV DVXQLTXH GLYHUVH FXOWXUHV DQGZHMXVW JHW FRQJORPHUDWHG LQWR WKHVH
stereotypes … It’s being controlled by non,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DQGIUDQNO\ ZKLWH
SHRSOH$QGVR>5H0DWULDWH@ KDVEHHQ UHHPSRZHULQJ (YHQ MXVW WKHSURFHVVRI
UHFODLPLQJ RXU LPDJHV KDVEHHQ HPSRZHULQJ ZKLFK ,WKLQN is really neat. It’s a really 
JUHDW JURXS WREHDSDUWRIIRU WKDW 

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,PSRUWDQWO\ &ODLUH ZHQW RQWRDFNQRZOHGJH WKDW5H0DWULDWH LVVWLOO VRPHZKDW UHPDUNDEOH LQ
WKDW LW LV DQ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ ZKHUHLQ PHPEHUV DUHHPSRZHUHG DQGFHOHEUDWHG IRU
H[SUHVVLQJ WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUHV DQGLGHQWLWLHV 6KH
UHFRJQL]HG WKDW WHQVLRQV VWLOO DULVH DV,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ IURP YDULRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQG
FXOWXUHV FROODERUDWH WRFRQVWUXFW DQHZ LGHQWLW\ EXWVDLG WKDW WKHRSHQ DQGDFFHSWLQJ HWKRVRI
WKH5H0DWULDWH FRPPXQLW\ PDNHV WKRVH FKDOOHQJHV HDVLHU WRRYHUFRPH 
%HQQHWW DQG6HJHUEHUJ VXJJHVW WKDW LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR MRLQRQOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV DQG
PRYHPHQWV WHQGWRKDYH VKDUHG H[SHULHQFHV RUJRDOVZLWK RWKHU FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV EXW
LGHQWLILFDWLRQ ZLWK WKe group’s collective identity is not often cited as a primary motivating 
IDFWRU IRU LQGLYLGXDOV WRJHWLQYROYHG ,QVWHDG WKH\ VXJJHVW WKDWPRVW SHRSOHZKR WDNH
SDUWLQ RQOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV DQGPRYHPHQWV DUHOLNH &ODLUH WKH\ DUHGUDZQ LQ EHFDXVHWKH
group’s “broadly inclusive, easily personalized action frames” appeal to individuals who do 
QRWQHFHVVDULO\ ZDQW WRWUDGHRII WKHLU SHUVRQDO EHOLHIV IRU UHVWULFWLYH SROLWLFDO RUVRFLDO
LGHQWLWLHV 7KH DSSHDO RIMRLQLQJ RSHQDQGLQFOXVLYH RQOLQH FRPPXQLWLHV ZKLFK JHQHUDOO\
“allow people to specify their own connection to an issue… [and] do nRWQDUURZO\ VSHFLI\
identity” (LVFHUWDLQO\ XQGHUVWDQGDEOH )RUP\FROODERUDWRUV DQGRWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHZKRDUHLQPDQ\ ZD\V VWLOO VXEMHFW WRKDYLQJ WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV FRQVWUXFWHG IRU WKHP
WKURXJK DSSDUDWXVHVRI VHWWOHUFRORQLDOLVP WKH DSSHDOLV SHUKDSV HYHQ VWURQJHU %\EXLOGLQJ
VDIH DQGLQFOXVLYH FRPPXQLWLHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD P\FROODERUDWRUV ILQG DQGFUHDWHWKH
HPSRZHULQJ VSDFHVWKH\ UHTXLUH WRGHEDWHDQGGHWHUPLQH ZLWK RWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
UDWKHU WKDQ VHWWOHUFRORQLDO KHJHPRQ\ ZKDW LWPHDQV WREH,QGLJHQRXV 
:KLOH &ODLUH FHOHEUDWHG WKH LQFOXVLYHQHVV DQGSRWHQWLDO IRU VHOIGHWHUPLQDWLRQ WKDW
RQOLQH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DIIRUG VKHZDVFULWLFDO RIWKH UHDOLW\ WKDW LQ PDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV RIIOLQH FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLW\ LVVWLOO RIWHQ ULJLGO\ GHILQHG DQGHQIRUFHG E\
“official” OHDGHUV +RZHYHU VKH LQWHUSUHWHG WKDW VXFKGLYLVLYH LQWHUQDO VWUXJJOHV RYHU

+LOO 
FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLW\ DUHRIWHQ GXHWRWKH OHJDF\ RI FRORQLDOLVP DVZHOO DVWKHRQJRLQJ VHWWOHU
FRORQLDO SURMHFW 
There’s this idea ... this notion of the 3DQ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ 7KDW WKHUH LV MXVW WKLV
RQHVZHHSLQJ FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLW\ DQGWKDW LV WKHLGHQWLW\ WKDWZHDUHJRLQJ WRDVFULEH WR
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH%XW WKH FXOWXUHV DUHVRYDULHG \RXNQRZ" 6RZKDW GRHVEHLQJ
Indigenous mean? … I think that there is a large issue that is laying at the back of a 
lot of people’s heads about whether or not to sLJQ WUHDW\&RPLQJ IURP DFRPPXQLW\
that hasn’t signed treaty, it’s just something that I think a lot of people, a lot of 
&DQDGLDQV wouldn’t think about. But I know when I go back home; people get in 
ILJKWV DERXW LW 3HRSOHJHWLQ ILJKWV WKDW ODVW \HDUV 6R,PHDQ ZKDW GRHVLWPHDQ WREH
,QGLJHQRXV" ,WKLQN WKDW LQ VRPHZD\V LW LVPD\EH DQRYHUO\ EURDGTXHVWLRQ EHFDXVH
WKH FXOWXUHV DUHVRGLIIHUHQW DQGWKHQ LQRWKHUZD\V WKHUH LV WKDW FROOHFWLYH PHPRU\ RI
5HVLGHQWLDO 6FKRRO RUWKHUH LV WKHWKUHDW RIFRORQLDOLVP RUWKDW VDGXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI
KRZ WKHJRYHUQPHQW RUWKHFRXUWV LQWHUSUHWV DQ;RQDUDQGRP SLHFHRISDSHUWKDW LV
written in a language that an Indigenous person couldn’t understand 150 years ago 
and all of a sudden, people’s traditional territory WKDWZDVWKH VL]H RI)UDQFH LVEHLQJ
FHGHGWRDZKLWH FRORQLDO JRYHUQPHQW WKDW VD\V WKH\ ZLOO ORRNDIWHU WKH ,QGLJHQRXV
peoples’ best interest but that they won’t. I think that’s something that I understand 
PRUHE\YLUWXH RI EHLQJ LQ DSRVLWLRQ ZKHUHZHDUHEHLQJ DVNHGDJDLQ WRFHGHRXUODQG
IRU DYHU\ OLPLWHG DPRXQW RIULJKWV ,WKLQN WKHUH LVMXVW WKLV SURIRXQG LQMXVWLFH WKDW ,
don’t think a lot of people understand. 
Claire’s VWDWHPHQW LOOXVWUDWHV WKDW VKH LVDZDUHRI WKHIDFW WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ KDVEHHQ
DQGVWLOO LV XVHGE\VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VRFLHW\ DQGVWDWHWRGLYLGH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV
+RZHYHU VKHDOVR DFNQRZOHGJHG WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV KDYH DOZD\V IRXQG ZD\V WR
WXUQ VXFK FRORQLDO WDFWLFV RQWKHLU KHDGV%\ UDOO\LQJ DURXQG WKHLU FRPPRQ H[SHULHQFHV DQG

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PHPRULHV –RUDV(ULQ /QRWHGPRUHSRVLWLYH FXOWXUDO FRPPRQDOLWLHV OLNH WKH“1DWLYH VHQVH
of humor” –WKDW FUHDWHDVHQVHRI FROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV LQ
&DQDGDKDYH DFKLHYHG JUHDWHU SROLWLFDO SRZHUWREHVHOIGHWHUPLQLQJ QRZ WKDQ LQ DQ\SRLQW
VLQFH FRORQL]DWLRQ EHJDQ(TXDOO\ LPSRUWDQW LV WKDWPDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHLQFOXGLQJ P\
FROODERUDWRUV DUHFODLPLQJ WKHLU FROOHFWLYH H[SHULHQFH RIRSSUHVVLRQ DVDQLPSHWXV IRU
JHQHUDWLQJ SULGHLQ WKHUHVLOLHQFH DQGUHVXUJHQFH RI WKHLU SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV %\
FRQYH\LQJ WKHLU VHQVHRI,QGLJHQRXV SULGH IURP DQLQGLYLGXDO IHHOLQJ LQWR DSXEOLF H[SUHVVLRQ
RQVRFLDO PHGLD ZKLOH VWLOO DOORZLQJ VSDFHIRUWKH H[SUHVVLRQ RI LQGLYLGXDO FRPPXQLW\
LGHQWLWLHV DQGKLVWRULHV P\ FROODERUDWRUV WUDQVFHQG GHFRORQL]DWLRQ DQGUHVXUJHQFH IURP WKH
OHYHO RIWKH VHOI WRWKHFRPPXQLW\ OHYHO 2YHUWLPH VXFK FRPSOH[ DQGSURXG H[SUHVVLRQV RI
WKHLU PDUJLQDOL]HG LGHQWLWLHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV VORZO\ HURGHVWHUHRW\SHV GHFRQVWUXFW VRFLDO
FDWHJRULHV DQGFKDQJH VRFLDO UHODWLRQV 9LYLHQQH 
&RQWHQGLQJZLWK)HDUVRYHU5HSUHVHQWDWLRQRQ6RFLDO0HGLD
'HVSLWH WKHLU XOWLPDWH IDYRXU IRU VKDULQJ DVSHFWVRI ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH DQG LGHQWLW\ RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD PDQ\ RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV VWLOO H[SUHVVHG DFRQFHUQRYHU WKHSRWHQWLDO IRU WKHLU
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIWKHLU LQGLYLGXDO FRPPXQDO DQGLQWHUFRPPXQDO LGHQWLWLHV WREHFRQIODWHG
E\REWXVHRXWVLGH REVHUYHUV'XULQJ RXULQWHUYLHZV P\FROODERUDWRUV ZHUHVSHFLILF DERXW
ZKHQ WKH\ZHUHVSHDNLQJ IURP WKHLU SHUVRQDO H[SHULHQFH DQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJ DVDQ ,QGLJHQRXV
SHUVRQ DQGZKHQ WKH\ ZHUHWDONLQJ PRUHJHQHUDOO\ DERXW H[SHULHQFHV DQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJV
WKDW WKH\ EHOLHYH DUHVKDUHGE\,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVZLWKLQ WKHLU SDUWLFXODU FRPPXQLW\ RUHYHQ
DFURVV&DQDGD,QFRQWUDVW WRRXU FRQYHUVDWLRQV DOO VDLG WKDW WKH\ZRUU\ WKH\ DUHXQDEOH WR
GLVWLQJXLVK WKHLU YDULRXV ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV DVFOHDUO\ ZLWKLQ WKH OLPLWLQJ GLVFXUVLYH
FRQILQHV RI VRFLDO PHGLD :KLOH DOO RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV VKDUHSKRWRVRIDQGXSGDWHV DERXW
WKHLU SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ FXOWXUDO DFWLYLWLHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD WKH\QHYHUWKHOHVV H[SUHVVHG FRQFHUQ
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WKDW E\GRLQJ VRWKH\PD\ EH\HW DJDLQ SUHVHQWLQJ DQHVVHQWLDOL]HG UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI
WKHPVHOYHV DQGWKHLU IHOORZ ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DOEHLW WKLV WLPH DWOHDVW DFFRUGLQJ WRWKH
WHUPV WKDW WKH\SUHVFULEH 
:LWK UHJDUGV WRWKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV LQ<XNRQ VSHFLILFDOO\ P\FROODERUDWRUV
VDLG WKH\ DUHPRUH FDXWLRXV ZKHQ WKH\ UHSUHVHQW WKRVHSHUKDSVPRUH ULJLGO\ GHILQHG
WUDGLWLRQDO LGHQWLWLHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD .OXDQH GHVFULEHG KRZVKHVWUDWHJLFDOO\ GHFLGHVZKLFK
DVSHFWVRI KHUFRPPXQDO ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFXOWXUH VKH UHSUHVHQWV DQG VKDUHV RQVRFLDO
PHGLD 6KHVDLG 
,PHQWLRQHG WKDW ,DP IURP WKH.LOOHU :KDOH FODQ2QDORW RIP\ VRFLDO PHGLD ,ZLOO
SRVW.LOOHU :KDOH WKLQJV –SKRWRVRIRXUWHUULWRU\ VHOILHV RIPH LQP\.LOOHU :KDOH
UHJDOLD SKRWRVRI.LOOHU :KDOH FODQPHPEHUV GRLQJ FXOWXUDO DFWLYLWLHV ZLWK FDSWLRQV
describing what they’re doing –EHFDXVH,FRQQHFW7KDW FODQP\ JUHDWgrandfather’s 
FODQ DFNQRZOHGJHG PH DQG,KDYH WKH ULJKWV WRWKHFUHVW DQGWKHVRQJV DQGWKH
protocols that go with being a Daklaweidi woman …At the same time though … 
SHRSOH IHHO UHDOO\ VWURQJO\ DERXWUHJDOLD DQGZKHQ\RX VKRZ LW DQGZKHQ \RXZHDULW
And I am learning … I don’t think there is any right or wrong way. It’s about how 
FXOWXUH DQG\RXU LGHQWLW\ VWDUWWRFKDQJH DQGJURZ
Kluane’s VWDWHPHQW LOOXVWUDWHV WKH LPSRUWDQFH WKDW VKDULQJ KHU FXOWXUDO LGHQWLW\ DVD.LOOHU
:KDOH FODQZRPDQ RQVRFLDO PHGLD KDVIRU KHUSHUVRQDO LGHQWLW\ GHYHORSPHQW ,WLV DSUDFWLFH
WKDW VKHIHHOV VKHKDVWKH ULJKW WRGRDVDQDXWRQRPRXV FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHU DQGLVRQHWKDW
VKHILQGV VRSHUVRQDOO\ VLJQLILFDQW WKDW VKHFRQWLQXHV WRGRLW LQ VSLWH RISRWHQWLDO FRQWHVWDWLRQ
IURP RWKHU FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV ZKRDUHOHVV RSHQWRVKDULQJ WKHLU FXOWXUH LQ QRQWUDGLWLRQDO
VSDFHV
Although Kluane’s statement indicates WKDW VKHLVZLOOLQJ WRSXVK WKHERXQGDULHV RI
ZKDW DVSHFWVRI FXOWXUH DUHDFFHSWDEOH WRVKDUHIURP KHURZQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ LW LV

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NH\DVVKH DWWHVWHG WKDW VKHZRXOG QHYHU EHVREROGDVWRUHSUHVHQW DVSHFWVRI,QGLJHQRXV
FXOWXUH IURP FRPPXQLWLHV ZLWK ZKLFK VKHPD\ EHIDPLOLDU EXWGRHVQRW EHORQJ ,QGHHG
DOPRVW DOO RIP\FROODERUDWRUV H[SOLFLWO\ VWDWHGWKDW WKH\RQO\ IHHO HQWLWOHG WRVSHDNDERXWDQG
VKDUH DVSHFWVRI,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH IURP WKHLU YDQWDJH SRLQW ZLWKLQ WKHLU SDUWLFXODU
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ $V$QJHOD SRLQWHGO\ VDLG 
,FDQRQO\ VSHDNIURP P\RZQSHUVSHFWLYH DVD6D\LVL 'HQH)LUVW1DWLRQV SHUVRQ ,DP
QRWIURP WKH<XNRQ EXW,GHILQLWHO\ ZDQW WRZRUNWRZDUG IRVWHULQJ \RXQJ <XNRQ
)LUVW1DWLRQV SHRSOH LQ HPEUDFLQJ WKHLU RZQFXOWXUH DQGWKHLU RZQODQJXDJH DQGWKHLU
RZQFRPPXQLW\ ,WKLQN WKDW LW LVUHDOO\ LPSRUWDQW LQ WKDW DFWDVZHOO WREHLQFOXVLYH RI
QRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV 
,QHPSKDVL]LQJ KHU LGHQWLW\ DQGSRVLWLRQ DVD6D\LVL 'HQH FLWL]HQ $QJHOD DFNQRZOHGJHV WKDW
WKHUH DUHDVSHFWVRIKHU FXOWXUDO LGHQWLW\ WKDW VKHGRHVQRWVKDUHZLWK RWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
LQ<XNRQ $VDQ,QGLJHQRXV SHUVRQZKRKDVEHJXQ WKHZRUNRI GHFRORQL]DWLRQ DWWKH OHYHO RI
WKH VHOI DQGZKRLV HQJDJHG LQ HIIRUWV WRUHYLYH KHURZQ ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH DQGFRPPXQLW\
KRZHYHU VKHUHFRJQL]HV WKDW VKHLV DOVRZHOOSRVLWLRQHG WRDFWLQ VROLGDULW\ ZLWK RWKHU
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV DVWKH\ XQGHUWDNH VLPLODU MRXUQH\V
Angela’s willingness to share her personal perspectives on decolonization and 
FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ ZKLFK DUHIRUPHG LQ ODUJH SDUWWKURXJK KHU LGHQWLILFDWLRQ ZLWK WKH
FXOWXUH DQGYDOXHV RI KHU6D\LVL 'HQH FRPPXQLW\ GRHVQRW VWRSDWRWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV DQGSHRSOH$GGLWLRQDOO\ $QJHOD EHOLHYHV WKDW DVHOIGHWHUPLQHG GHFRORQL]HG
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ VKRXOG EHVKDUHGZLWK QRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVZKRP VKHEHOLHYHV FDQ
OHDUQ DQGEHQHILW IURP ,QGLJHQRXV RQWRORJLHV DQGHSLVWHPRORJLHV
We have this term called Dene K’éh and it means “the Dene way of being” and it is 
like a set of rules or expectations for how to carry yourself … It is a way of being. 
7KRVH DUHWKHNLQGV RIWKLQJV WKDW ,WKLQN UHDOO\ QHHGWREHHPEUDFHG DQGQHHGWREH

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revitalized … A lot of our culture has been tainted by colonization and through 
DVVLPLODWLYH WDFWLFV DQG,WKLQN WKHUH LVDORW RIZRUNWKDWZHQHHG WRGRWRUHYLWDOL]H
RXUODQJXDJHV DQGRXU FXOWXUH DQGRXU YDOXHV ,WKLQN LW LVQRW MXVW IRU ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV ,WKLQN DOO &DQDGLDQV VKRXOG EHH[SRVHG WRWKDW NQRZOHGJH DQGWKDW VNLOO
GHYHORSPHQW EHFDXVHLWZLOO EHIRU WKHEHWWHUPHQW RIHYHU\RQH LQFOXGLQJ WKH ODQG
ZDWHU DQGWKHanimals. I don’t think it should be us only because I see a lot of value in 
RXUZD\VRI NQRZLQJ DQGRXUZD\VRIEHLQJ
:RUNLQJ WRZDUGGHFRORQL]DWLRQ E\UDLVLQJ DZDUHQHVV RIWKHSRVLWLYH DQGHPSRZHULQJ DVSHFWV
RI,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH DQGLGHQWLW\ VRWKDW WKHVHPD\ EHVRXUFHVRISULGH IRU ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV LV DSDUDPRXQW SHUVRQDO DQGSROLWLFDO REMHFWLYH IRU$QJHOD DQGP\RWKHU
FROODERUDWRUV DOLNH $VHFRQGDU\ EXW VWLOO LPSRUWDQW JRDO LVPDNLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUDO
YDOXHV DQGSUDFWLFHV QRWMXVW YLVLEOH WRQRQ,QGLJHQRXV VRFLHW\ EXW DOVR DFFHVVLEOH DQG
DSSUHFLDWHG /LNH$QJHOD HDFKRIP\FROODERUDWRUV H[SUHVVHG DQRSHQQHVV DQGZLOOLQJQHVV WR
VKDUH WKHLU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIWKHLU FXOWXUH ZLWK ERWK ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH
3URYLGLQJ DUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RIDQ\ FXOWXUDO SUDFWLFH RURI WKHLGHQWLWLHV RIWKRVHZKR
HQJDJH LQ VXFKSUDFWLFHV, within Twitter’s FKDUDFWHU OLPLW LV FKDOOHQJLQJ 6WLOO VWXGLHV RI
RQOLQH DFWLYLVP DQGVRFLDO PRYHPHQWV FOHDUO\ VXJJHVW WKDW WKH FRPPXQLFDWLYH DIIRUGDQFHV RI
VRFLDO PHGLD SUHVHQW LW DVDVSDFHZKHUHQHZDQGSHUVRQDOL]HG QRWLRQV RIFROOHFWLYH LGHQWLWLHV
FDQEHVXFFHVVIXOO\ FRQVWUXFWHG E\LQGLYLGXDOV %HQQHWW DQG6HJHUEHUJ 5DWWR DQG%ROHU
&DPPDHUWV However, social media’s adequacy for UHSUHVHQWLQJ DQG
FRPPXQLFDWLQJ WKHFRPSOH[LWLHV RISUHH[LVWLQJ FDWHJRULFDO LGHQWLWLHV VXFK DV,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ DQGSDUWLFXODUO\ LQZD\V WKDW UHQGHU WKRVH FRPSOH[LWLHV OHJLEOH WRRXWVLGHUV LV OHVV
HVWDEOLVKHG 9LYLHQQH My collaborators’ fears over misrepresenWLQJ RUEHLQJ SHUFHLYHG
DVKDYLQJ PLVUHSUHVHQWHG FROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ WKHQ PD\QRW EHZLWKRXW UHDVRQ
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5HQGHULQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ,GHQWLW\&URVV&XOWXUDOO\ /HJLEOH
$FFRUGLQJ WR-HQHHQ NQRZLQJ ZKHQ DQGZKHUH WRDVVHUW,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ LV \HW
DQRWKHU EDODQFLQJ DFWFRQWDLQHG LQ WKHH[SHULHQFH RI EHLQJ DQRXWVSRNHQ ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLW\ OHDGHU DQGDFWLYLVW -HQHHQ UHFRJQL]HG WKH VWUDWHJLF LPSRUWDQFH RIPDNLQJ KHU
VHOIDFWXDOL]HG ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ OHJLEOH WRQRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DVDVWHSWRZDUG
GHFRQVWUXFWLQJ UHGXFWLYH UDFLVW VHWWOHUFRORQLDO QRWLRQV RI,QGLJHQHLW\ 6KHUHPDLQHG ZDU\RI
WKH UHHVVHQWLDOL]LQJ HIIHFW WKDW GHSHQGLQJ RQLGHQWLW\ SROLWLFV FDQKDYH DQGVDLG WKDW
PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV E\RXWVLGH REVHUYHUV DUHXQIRUWXQDWH DQGLQHYLWDEOH EXW FRQFOXGHG WKDW
VKHVWLOO ILQGV LWZRUWKZKLOH WRFHOHEUDWH KHU ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DVPXFK DVSRVVLEOH ,QKHU
ZRUGV
,WKLQN WKDW WKHUH LV DSUREOHP DURXQG WKHODQJXDJH RI ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ LQ WKDW LW FDQ
sometimes be placed on things that aren’t necessarily about that. I automatically think 
of artwork and how sometimes people are like, ‘Oh, is this work aboutyour identity?’ 
and I am like, ‘Well, it comes from me so it is completel\ WHWKHUHG WRP\H[SHULHQFHV
DVDKXPDQ DQGLQ P\ VXEMHFW SRVLWLRQ but the work isn’t necessarily about identity, 
or my writing isn’t necessarily about identity.’ But that can be liNH DEODQNHW RUOHQV
that gets placed on things that are made or created by Indigenous people because it’s 
something that is coming from ‘the Other’ so it’s easier to just be like, ‘Oh, that’V
IURP DFRPPRQVHQVH WKDW LV QRWPLQH VRWKHUHIRUH LW LV DERXW Wheir identity’ as 
opposed to it just being like, ‘They’re just making work or they’re just writing or 
they’re just being,’ and it’s not necessarily about identity. But, I think that it is also 
UHDOO\ LPSRUWDQW WRDVVHUW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ HVSHFLDOO\ LQ SODFHVZKHUH WKRVH
LGHQWLWLHV DUHOHJLEOH 6RWKURXJK VRFLDO PHGLD \RX DOVR FDQFDUYHRXWWKDW VSDFH
Jeneen’s statement illustrates some of the challenges that arise for Indigenous OHDGHUVZKR
DUHYLVLEOH DQGYRFDO SURSRQHQWV RIGHFRORQL]DWLRQ DQG,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DVWKH\

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FRQIURQW UDFLVW RULJQRUDQW PHPEHUV RI VHWWOHU VRFLHW\ :KLOH -HQHHQ XQGHUVWDQGV WKH ULVNV WKDW
VKHWDNHVLQ DVVHUWLQJ KHUVHQVHRI,QGLJHQHLW\ IRU RXWVLGHUV ZKRPD\ QRWXQGHUVWDQG WKH
FRPSOH[LWLHV RILW–RUHYHQ WKDW LWLV QRW KHUVROH VRXUFHRIPHDQLQJPDNLQJ –VKHEHOLHYHV
WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD SUHVHQWV DVSDFHZKHUH WKHFRPSOH[LWLHV RIERWK LQGLYLGXDO DQGFROOHFWLYH
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV PD\EHFRPPXQLFDWHG LQZD\V WKDW DUHSHUKDSVPRUH HDVLO\ XQGHUVWRRG
E\VHWWOHU VRFLHW\ DVDZKROH 
)RU-HQHHQ DQGWKHUHVW RIP\FROODERUDWRUV DIIHFWLQJ DFKDQJH LQ KRZQRQ
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHXQGHUVWDQG ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFXOWXUH LVQRW DSULPDU\ PRWLYDWLRQ IRU
UHSUHVHQWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD 6LQFH WKHRSSRUWXQLW\ WRGRVRKDVUHDGLO\
SUHVHQWHG LWVHOI WKRXJK DVOHDGHUVZKR FRQVLGHU WKHPVHOYHV EULGJHV EHWZHHQ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV
DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV P\ FROODERUDWRUV DUHWDNLQJ DGYDQWDJH RIWKHLU SRVLWLRQ DQG
DELOLW\ WRVHL]H VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHLQ RUGHUWRPDNH VRFLDO FKDQJH %\SUHVHQWLQJ SRVLWLYH DQG
SURXGLPDJHV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ P\ FROODERUDWRUV EHOLHYH WKDW WKH\ DUHUHVLVWLQJ DQG
SRVVLEO\ HYHQ UHFRQVWUXFWLQJ WKHQRWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ KHOG E\WKHLU QRQ,QGLJHQRXV
DXGLHQFH PHPEHUV $OWKRXJK VXFKEHOLHIV DUHGLIILFXOW WRYHULI\ UHFHQW UHVHDUFKZLWK
/*%74GLJLWDO DFWLYLVWV E\9LYLHQQH HYLQFHV WKHQRWLRQ WKDW LQGLYLGXDOV ZLWK PDUJLQDOL]HG
LGHQWLWLHV FDQHIIHFWLYHO\ XVH VRFLDO PHGLD WRVSHDNDFURVVGLIIHUHQFH 6SHFLILFDOO\
9LYLHQQH ILQGV WKDW E\VWUDWHJLFDOO\ XVLQJ HPRWLYH ODQJXDJH DQGVKDULQJ SHUVRQDO QDUUDWLYHV LQ
digital spaces, marginalized individuals build “social connection among divergent publics, 
bridging difference and creating new space for other disenfranchised voices” (2016, 203). 
,QKLs seminal work on identity and representation, Hall states: “Representation is 
RQO\ SRVVLEOH EHFDXVH HQXQFLDWLRQ LV DOZD\V SURGXFHGZLWKLQ FRGHVZKLFK KDYH DKLVWRU\ D
position within the discursive formations of a particular space and time” (1989, 447). 6RFLDO
PHGLD KDVHPHUJHG RYHUWKHSDVWGHFDGHas a distinct social space wherein “affectively 
charged discourses … that command ourattention” are articulated through WKH

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representations and messages of “voices frequently marginalized by the societal mainstream” 
3DSDFKDULVVL +RZHYHU VXFK PDUJLQDOL]HG YRLFHV DUHRQO\ KHDUG DQG WKHLU FRPSOH[
LGHQWLW\ UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV DUHRQO\ YLVLEOH ZKHQ WKH\ DGKHUHWRWKHQRUPDWLYH FRGHVRI
H[SUHVVLRQ DQG VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ ZLWKLQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFH3DSDFKDULVVL 9LYLHQQH
Because of their “digital fluency,” my collaborators have positioned themselves as 
EULGJHV EHWZHHQ LQGLYLGXDO PHPEHUV RIWKHLU KRPHFRPPXQLWLHV DQGEHWZHHQ WKHLU KRPH
FRPPXQLWLHV DQGRWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV ,QGHHGP\
collaborators’ adherence to the norms of expression and representation RQVRFLDO PHGLD
DOORZV WKHP WRUHSUHVHQW WKHPVHOYHV DQGWKHLU LGHQWLWLHV LQ ZD\V WKDW DUHOHJLEOH DFURVV
FXOWXUHV DQGWRDQ\RQH ZKR LV GLJLWDOO\ OLWHUDWH %\UHSUHVHQWLQJ HPRWLRQDOO\ UHVRQDQW QRWLRQV
RIUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD P\ FROODERUDWRUV QRW RQO\ LQVSLUH
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WRSXEOLFO\ VKDUH WKHLU RZQ QRWLRQ LQ WXUQ EXWDOVR LQYLWH QRQ,QGLJHQRXV
DXGLHQFHV WRDQHZXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIZKDW LWPHDQV WREH,QGLJHQRXV
$VFRQWHQW FRQWULEXWRUV DQGSURGXFHUV RQ)DFHERRNDQG7ZLWWHU P\ FROODERUDWRUV
UHJXODUO\ SURGXFHFLUFXODWH DQGGLVWULEXWH WKHPHVVDJHV DQGLPDJHV RIFRQWHPSRUDU\
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ WKDW WKH\ ZDQW WRHQFRGH LQ WKHPLQGV RIWKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD DXGLHQFH
PHPEHUV :LWK HDFKUHWZHHW RUVKDUH WKDW WKHLU SURXGSRVWVRULPDJHV HDUQIURP WKHLU
followers, my collaborators’ representational interpretations of ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH DQG
LGHQWLW\ WUDQVPLW DGHFRORQL]LQJ DQGHPSRZHULQJ DIIHFW $KPHG %HVLGHV VORZO\
FUHDWLQJ DIIHFWmy collaborators’ cumulative representational and rhetorical practices may 
DOVR KDYH LPSRUWDQW GLVFXUVLYH HIIHFWV Hall’s theory of the FRPPXQLFDWLRQ SURFHVVDVD
“structure of relations...produced and sustained through the articulation of linked but 
GLVWLQFWLYH PRPHQWV –production, circulation, distribution/consumption, reproduction” 
–LVXVHIXO KHUH:KHQP\ FROODERUDWRUV SRVWSLFWXUHV RIRUVKDUH WKHLU FRPPHQWDU\
RQDVSHFWVRI ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUH RULGHQWLW\ WKH\ DUHSURGXFLQJ DPHVVDJH %HFDXVH WKH\

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SURGXFH WKHPHVVDJH DFFRUGLQJ WRWKHQRUPDWLYH VRFLDO FRGHVHVWDEOLVKHG ZLWKLQ WKH
GLVFXUVLYH VSDFHRI VRFLDO PHGLD VLWHV WKH\ DUHRIWHQ VXFFHVVIXO LQ FLUFXODWLQJ DQGGLVWULEXWLQJ
WKHPHVVDJH WRWKHLU DXGLHQFHV :KHQ WKHPHVVDJH WUDQVPLWV DQ HPSRZHULQJ DIIHFW WKDW LV IHOW
DPRQJ DXGLHQFHV WRWKH H[WHQW WKDW LQGLYLGXDO IROORZHUV IHHO FRPSHOOHG WRVKDUHRU
UHDUWLFXODWH WKHPHVVDJH in their own words, my collaborators’ original message is 
UHSURGXFHG:KHQP\ FROODERUDWRUV’ PHVVDJH RIDSURXG DQGHPSRZHUHG ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
is articulated with other Indigenous peoples’ similar messages, a new discourse RIFROOHFWLYH
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ HPHUJHV )LQDOO\ EHFDXVHWKLV QHZGLVFRXUVH RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\
FLUFXODWHV ZLWKLQ WKHSXEOLF VSDFHRI VRFLDO PHGLD DQGDFFRUGLQJ WRWKHQRUPDWLYH FRGHVRI
FRQGXFW WKHUHLQ LWPD\ UHVRQDWH DQGEHXQGHUVWRRG E\LQGLYLGXDOV DQGJURXSV RXWVLGH WKH
RULJLQDO RULQWHQGHG DXGLHQFH 6XFK DFRPPXQLFDWLYH SURFHVVLV VORZ DQGGLIILFXOW LI QRW
LPSRVVLEOH WRWUDFNEXWKDV WKHSRZHUWRHIIHFW ODVWLQJ VRFLDO FKDQJH
&UHDWLQJ&RDOLWLRQVDQG5HDUWLFXODWLQJ'LVFRXUVHV
&RQVLGHUDEOH VFKRODUO\ DWWHQWLRQ KDVEHHQGHGLFDWHG WRDGGUHVVLQJ WKHSRWHQWLDO IRU
EXLOGLQJ RUQXDQFLQJ FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLWLHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD DQGPRVW FRQFOXGH WKDW VRFLDO
PHGLD LV DVSDFHZKHUH KHJHPRQLF VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO GLVFRXUVHV FDQEHFKDOOHQJHG DQG
GLIIHUHQWO\ DUWLFXODWHG IURP PDUJLQDOL]HG SHUVSHFWLYHV %HQQHWW DQG6HJHUEHUJ 0HLNOH
&DPPDHUWV 3DSDFKDULVVL 9LYLHQQH ,QKLV DFFRXQW RIKRZ VRFLDO
PHGLD PDNHV LQGLYLGXDOV DQGWKH LVVXHV WKDW WKH\ FDUHDERXW YLVLEOH WRQHZDXGLHQFHV WKXV
creating opportunities for solidarity and collective action, Graham Meikle contends: “each 
OLQN OLNH DQGVKDUH >LV DQ@RSHQLQJ XSRIGLIIHUHQW NLQGV RIDVVRFLDWLRQ GLIIHUHQW SRVVLELOLWLHV
for meaning, different trajectories for further circulation” ($OWKRXJK 0HLNOH
DFTXLHVFHV WKDW VXFK RSHQLQJV RIWHQ UHVXOW LQ QHZDXGLHQFHV VLPSO\ JDLQLQJ DQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
RISUHYLRXVO\ XQNQRZQ LVVXHV RULGHQWLWLHV PRUH WKDQ WKH\ SURPSWREVHUYHUV WRDFWXDOO\

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HQJDJH LQ VROLGDULW\ DFWLYLVP ZLWK PDUJLQDOL]HG JURXSV KHUHPDLQV RSWLPLVWLF DERXWWKH
FDSDFLW\ RI VRFLDO PHGLD WRDWOHDVW XQLWH WKHPDVVHV UHTXLUHG IRUHYHQWXDO DFWLRQ 
0RUHRSWLPLVWLF WKDQ0HLNOH DIHZRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV VXJJHVWHG WKDW WKH\ EHOLHYH
WKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD LQWHUYHQWLRQV SURPSW QRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH WRQRW RQO\ HGXFDWH
WKHPVHOYHV DERXW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFXOWXUH EXW DOVR WRH[SUHVV VXSSRUW IRU ,QGLJHQRXV
peoples’ selfGHWHUPLQHG QRWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ &ODLUH $QJHOD DQG6DPDQWKD HDFK
SRLQWHG WRP\ ZRUNRQWKLV WKHVLV DVDQREYLRXV H[DPSOH RIDQWLFRORQLDO VROLGDULW\ ZLWK
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV ERUQRI RXUVRFLDO PHGLD FRQQHFWLRQV ,QDGGLWLRQ VRPHRIP\
FROODERUDWRUV VDLGWKDW WKH\ EHOLHYH RWKHU QRQ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV KDYH OLNHO\ EHHQ
FRPSHOOHG WRVXSSRUW RUDFWLQ VROLGDULW\ ZLWK ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DVDUHVXOW RI WKHLU RZQ
RQOLQH FRQQHFWLRQV WRP\FROODERUDWRUV RUWRWKHJURXSV OLNH 2XU9RLFHV DQG5H0DWULDWH WKDW
P\FROODERUDWRUV DGPLQLVWHU (YHQ LI RXWVLGHU VXSSRUW LV GHPRQVWUDWHG RQO\ LQ WKHIRUP RI D
OLNH DVXSSRUWLYH FRPPHQW RUDUHWZHHWP\ FROODERUDWRUV ZHOFRPH DOO IRUPV RI
HQFRXUDJHPHQW IRUWKHLU UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGLGHQWLWLHV 
)URP WKHGRPLQDQW :HVWHUQ VFKRODUO\ SHUVSHFWLYH PDQ\ MXVW FULWLTXHV KDYH EHHQ
DLPHG DWWKHXVHRIFDWHJRULFDO LGHQWLW\ DVDJURXQGV IRU SROLWLFDO RUJDQL]DWLRQ +RZHYHU
WKHVH WHQGWRRYHUORRN WKHSRWHQWLDO IRU JURXSV RISHRSOHZKRVKDUH FHUWDLQ FRPPRQ LGHQWLWLHV
WRXVH WKRVH DVDEDVLV RQZKLFK WRIRUP FRDOLWLRQV ZLWK RWKHUPDUJLQDOL]HG JURXSV &DUDWDWKLV
,GOH1R0RUHSURYLGHV DVWULNLQJ H[DPSOH RIWKHYLDELOLW\ RIJURXSV RISHRSOH WKDW
ascribe to different identities to work together to “overcome some of the pitfalls oI SROLWLFDO
DOOLDQFHV RUJDQL]HG RQWKHSUHPLVH RI KRPRJHnous or essential identities” (IELG $VLW
JUHZ LQWR DPRYHPHQW ,GOH1R0RUHVDZ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV IURP FRPPXQLWLHV DQG
VLWXDWLRQV DFURVVWKH FRXQWU\ FRPH WRJHWKHU RQVRFLDO PHGLD DQG LQRIIOLQH VSDFHVWRFRQVWUXFW
DFRPSOH[ \HW FROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQWKHLU RZQ WHUPV 0DQ\RIWKH VFKRODUO\
DFFRXQWV WKDW KDYH HPHUJHG VLQFH ,GOH1R0RUHVXJJHVW WKDW WKH HPSRZHUPHQW SDUWLFLSDQWV

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IHOW GXULQJ WKHPRYHPHQW ZDVJDLQHG QRWIURP UHFRJQLWLRQ UHFHLYHG IURP VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VWDWH
RUVRFLHW\ 0RUULV %DUNHU 5DWKHU LQGLYLGXDO SDUWLFLSDQWV IHOW SURXGRIDQGIRXQG
PHDQLQJ LQ WKHPRYHPHQW EHFDXVHLW VDZ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH FUHDWLQJ VSDFHWRDVVHUWWKHLU
“multilayered identities,” their “awareness of systemic inequities,” and their “right to belong” 
DOO DWRQFH7XSSHU 0). The personalized action frames of Idle No More’s significant 
VRFLDO PHGLD SUHVHQFH DOORZHG IRU LQGLYLGXDO ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV IURP DFURVVWKHFRXQWU\ WR
FRPH WRJHWKHU WRFUHDWHDVHOIGHWHUPLQHG FRQFHSW RIFROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ IRUWKH
ILUVW WLPH GXULQJ WKHZLQWHU RI .LQRQGDQLLPL &ROOHFWLYH %DUNHU 
6XFK DFRPLQJ WRJHWKHU EXLOW VWUHQJWK ERWKZLWKLQ DQGDFURVV,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQG
SURYLGHG PDQ\ LQGLYLGXDOV WKHEURDGEDVHRIVXSSRUW WKDW WKH\ UHTXLUHG WRDVVHUWWKHLU RZQ
SHUVRQDOL]HG QRWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ 7XSSHU 0RUHRYHU IRUPLQJ DFRDOLWLRQ RI
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV XQGHU WKHXPEUHOOD RI,GOH1R0RUHUDLVHG WKH VKHHU
QXPEHU RISHRSOH LQ VXSSRUW RI DUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ WKXV PDNLQJ LWPRUHYLVLEOH
DQGPRUH GLIILFXOW IRURXWVLGH REVHUYHUV WRLJQRUH 
,QKLV UHIOHFWLRQ RQ,GOH1R0RUHDVDSURIRXQG PRPHQW LQ ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH
%DUNHU VXJJHVWV WKDW WKHPRYHPHQW ZDVQRWLPPHGLDWHO\ OHJLEOH WRPRVWPDLQVWUHDP
&DQDGLDQ PHGLD RXWOHWV 1HZVPHGLD ZHUHXQVXUH RI KRZWRFRQWHQGZLWK WKH
HPSRZHUHG FRPSOH[ DQGVHOIGHWHUPLQHG UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ WKDW
HPHUJHG GXULQJ ,GOH1R0RUHDQGZKLFK VWRRGLQ GLUHFW FRQWUDVW WRWKHLU ORQJKHOG DQG
HVVHQWLDOL]HG FRQVWUXFWV (YHQWXDOO\ %DUNHUZULWHV VRPH HGXFDWHGRUDVWXWH QRQ,QGLJHQRXV
&DQDGLDQV ZHUHDEOHWRGHFRGHWKH DQWLFRORQLDO DQGUHVXUJHQW PHVVDJHV RI,GOH1R0RUH+H
PDLQWDLQV WKRXJK WKDW WKHPRYHPHQW ZDVJHQHUDOO\ LOOHJLEOH WR&DQDGLDQ SROLWLFV DQGPHGLD




&ontrary to Barker’s conclusion, Callison and Hermida’s TXDQWLWDWLYH DQDO\VLV RI
WZHHWV IURP WKHKHLJKW RI,GOH1R0RUHIRXQG WKDW WRSPRVW LQIOXHQWLDO YRLFHV GXULQJ WKH
PRYHPHQW ZHUHPDGHXSRIPRVWO\ PDLQVWUHDP QHZV UHSRUWHUV DQGPHGLD FHOHEULWLHV 7KH\
DOVRREVHUYH WKDW WKHWZHHWV WKDWZHUHPRVW RIWHQ UHWZHHWHGduring Idle No More came “on 
WKHRQHKDQG IURP ,10DFWLYLVWV DQGRWKHUZHOONQRZQ $ERULJLQDO YRLFHV DQGRQWKHRWKHU
hand, from and against those who openly challenged the movement” (2015, 697). 
%DVHGRQRXULQWHUYLHZV PRVW RIP\FROODERUDWRUV ZRXOG OLNHO\ DJUHHPRUHZLWK
Barker’s FRQYLFWLRQ WKDWPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD PRVW RIWHQ PLVUHSUHVHQWV ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQG
LVVXHV +RZHYHU WKH\ZHUHRSWLPLVWLF DERXWWKHJURZLQJ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQGVXSSRUW WKDW WKH\
VD\WKH\ IHHO DQGREVHUYH IURP QRQ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV DQGJURXSV)RUH[DPSOH
6DPDQWKD ZKR LVDIRUPHU MRXUQDOLVW VWDWHG
I think there are certain tropes that get ascribed to Indigenous people in the media … 
On the ground in newsrooms I don’t know that people really give that sort of agency 
… to Indigenous communities. It’s always sort of victimization, and that’s what has 
UHDOO\ ERWKHUHGPH DERXW LW5HFHQWO\ …WKHUHKDVEHHQDUHFODLPLQJ RI WKDW DJHQF\
3HRSOH DUHUHDOO\ WXUQLQJ WKDWZKROH FRQFHSW RI\RXNQRZ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ DV
victimized and devalued; they’re turning that completely on its head. We’re seeing 
WKLQJV OLNH WKH5H0DWULDWH FDPSDLJQ (VSHFLDOO\ RQ7ZLWWHU VRFLDO PHGLD SHRSOH DUH
UHDOO\ SXVKLQJ EDFNDQGFKDOOHQJLQJ WKRVH LGHDV DQGVWHUHRW\SHV DQGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV
and just completely throwing them out the window … It’s interesting because on 
7ZLWWHU WKHUH DUHVRPHSUHWW\ VWURQJ ,QGLJHQRXV YRLFHV WKDW DUHFRPLQJ RXWPRUH DQG
more and people are really catching on to that and they’re following these alternative 
YRLFHV DQGUHDOL]LQJ WKDW WKHUH LV DORW RIPHULW LQZKDW SHRSOH DUHVD\LQJ 7KH\ DUH
UHDOL]LQJ WKDW WKHUH LVPRUH WR,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV WKDQ ZKDWZHDUHUHDGLQJ RQOLQH RU
ZKDW \RXNQRZ&%&FRPPHQWHUV DUHVD\LQJ 

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$OWKRXJK 6DPDQWKD UHPDLQV VNHSWLFDO of the mainstream media’s capacity to DUWLFXODWH WKH
FRPSOH[LWLHV DWZRUNLQ FRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV DQG FRPPXQLWLHV VKHEHOLHYHV
WKDWPDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DUHGLVFRYHULQJ ,QGLJHQRXVFRQVWUXFWHG
FRXQWHU QDUUDWLYHV ZLWKLQ WKHGLVFXUVLYH VSDFHRIVRFLDO PHGLD $OPRVW DOO RIP\ RWKHU
FROODERUDWRUV LQFOXGLQJ 0HODLQD -HQHHQ $QJHOD &ODLUH DQG.OXDQH DOVR H[SUHVVHG D
similar optimism about how Indigenous peoples’ social media interventions are changing 
KRZ VHWWOHUV XQGHUVWDQG ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGH[SHULHQFH
(YHQ SULRU WR,GOH1R0RUHLQ KLV H[DPLQDWLRQ RIKRZ VRFLDO PHGLD UHGHILQHG KRZ
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV FRQQHFW DQGFRPPXQLFDWH LQ&DQDGDDQGEH\RQG
)OHUDV VXJJHVWHG WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD DIIRUGV ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOH DQGFRPPXQLWLHV WKH WRRO DQG
VSDFHWRDVVHUWWKHLU RZQLGHQWLWLHV )OHUDV WKHRUL]HG WKDW VRFLDO PHGLD QHWZRUNV HVWDEOLVK
,QGLJHQRXV coalitions or support networks for “enhancing the dynamics of intergroup 
FRRSHUDWLRQ VHFXULQJ DFFHVVWRNQRZOHGJH IRU GHDOLQJ ZLWK WKHVWDWH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DQG
IRVWHULQJ DQLQWHUQDWLRQDO SHUVRQDH in new and imaginative ways” (2011, 212). In asserting 
WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO DQGFROOHFWLYH LGHQWLWLHV DQGVXSSRUWLQJ RWKHU ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV DVWKH\
GRWKH VDPHZLWKLQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFH)OHUDV FRQWHQGV WKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVJDLQ HYHQ
JUHDWHUempowerment by “challenging or changing their exclusion by mainstream media” 
,ELG
7RGD\ VRFLDO PHGLD KDVEHFRPHDPDLQ VRXUFHWKDWPDLQVWUHDP PHGLD WXUQ WRIRU
LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGLVVXHV IURP WKHSHUVSHFWLYH RI,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV
WKHPVHOYHV %DUNHU $VLQIOXHQWLDO VRFLDO PHGLD XVHUV DQGJURXS DGPLQLVWUDWRUV PDQ\
RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV DUHQRWRQO\ VKDSLQJ KRZ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFRPPXQLW\ DUH
XQGHUVWRRG E\WKHLU RQOLQH DXGLHQFHV VRPHWLPHV WKHLU LQWHUYHQWLRQV DQG UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV DUH
GHHPHG VXEYHUVLYH RUVLJQLILFDQW HQRXJK WRJDUQHU PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD DWWHQWLRQ DVZHOO &ODLUH
DQG-HQHHQ KDYHEHHQLQWHUYLHZHG DERXWWKH5H0DWULDWH FDPSDLJQ E\QDWLRQDO PHGLD RXWOHWV

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LQFOXGLQJ 9LFH:RKOEHUJ 0D\DQG&%&“ReMatriate wants to take back ‘visual 
identity’ of First Nations,” 12 April 2XU9RLFHVKDV HQMR\HG H[WHQVLYH FRYHUDJH LQ
UHJLRQDO PHGLD DQG.OXDQH ZDVLQWHUYLHZHG DERXW WKHJURXS IRU DQDUWLFOH IURP WKH%DQII
&HQWUH 'XQFDQ ,DPFHUWDLQ WKDW DVWKHVHQLQH \RXQJ ZRPHQ FRQWLQXH WRHPHUJH DV
RXWVSRNHQ DQGLQIOXHQWLDO OHDGHUV WKHLU FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ LQWHUYHQWLRQV DQGHPSRZHULQJ
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO SUDFWLFHV LQ VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFHDQGHOVHZKHUH ZLOO RQO\ FRQWLQXH WRDWWUDFW
WKH DWWHQWLRQ WKH\ DUHGXH)RUWXQDWHO\ LWLV QRW UHFRJQLWLRQ IURP GRPLQDQW VHWWOHUFRORQLDO
PHGLD RUVRFLHW\ WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV VHHNDQGZKLOH PDQ\ RXWVLGHUV FRQWLQXH WRJUDSSOH





7KLV WKHVLV KDVH[SORUHG KRZQLQH \RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ IURP <XNRQ DUH
SRVLWLRQLQJ WKHPVHOYHV DVLQIOXHQWLDO OHDGHUV DQGUHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ ZLWKLQ
VRFLDO PHGLD VSDFH%\ IRFXVLQJ RQWKHFRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ DQGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO SUDFWLFHV RI
DVPDOO EXWLQIOXHQWLDO JURXSRI HPHUJLQJ OHDGHUV ,TXHVWLRQHG ZKDW WKH DIIHFWLYH YDOXH RI
Indigenous leaders’ interventions into social media space LV IRU ERWKHPSRZHULQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
LQGLYLGXDOV DQGEXLOGLQJ UHVXUJHQW FRPPXQLWLHV $GGLWLRQDOly, I asked if Indigenous peoples’ 
FXOWXUDO SUDFWLFHV DQGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RILGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD FDQVXFFHVVIXOO\ FKDOOHQJH
DQGFKDQJH QRW MXVW ,QGLJHQRXV QRWLRQV EXW DOVRGRPLQDQW GLVFRXUVHV VXUURXQGLQJ ZKDW LW
PHDQV WREH,QGLJHQRXV 7RDQVZHU WKHVHTXHVWLRQV ,IRFXVHG RQHOXFLGDWLQJ KRZ UHVXUJHQW
,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV DSSURSULDWH VRFLDO PHGLD WREXLOG FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW IXQFWLRQ DV
HPSRZHULQJ VRFLDO VSDFHVZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV FDQ FKDOOHQJH VHWWOHUFRORQLDO FRQVWUXFWV
RI,QGLJHQHLW\ ZKLOH PDNLQJ WKHFRPSOH[ QDWXUH RIWKHLU LGHQWLWLHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV OHJLEOH
0\KRSHLV WKDW WKLV WKHVLV LVJHQHUDWLYH –SURPSWLQJ UHDGHUVWRTXHVWLRQ WKHFRQVWUXFWV RI
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV WKDW WKH\ VHHLQ WKHPHGLD DQGSHUKDSV WRSUREOHPDWL]H
WKHLU RZQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIZKDW LWPHDQV WREH,QGLJHQRXV LQ FRQWHPSRUDU\ &DQDGD7RVHHN
WKHLU RZQDQVZHUV WRVXFKTXHVWLRQV ,HQFRXUDJH UHDGHUVWRGLVFRYHU WKHRSHQDQG LQFOXVLYH
VRFLDO VSDFHVDQGFRPPXQLWLHV ZKHUH ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DUWLFXODWH WKHLU LGHQWLWLHV E\DQGIRU
WKHPVHOYHV 6XFK FRPPXQLWLHV FDQEHIRXQG RQVRFLDO PHGLD DQGDUHDOVRGHVFULEHG LQ RWKHU
UHVHDUFK WKDW HPSOR\V WKHHPHUJHQW WKHRU\ RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH
LV DGHYHORSLQJ WKHRU\ DQGSUDFWLFH DQGVRWRRLV WKHERG\RI UHVHDUFK WKDW HQJDJHV
,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DVDWKHRUHWLFDO PRGHO DQG DPRGHRI LQTXLU\ 7KLV WKHVLV PDSV
HYHU\GD\ SUDFWLFHV RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH SDUWLFXODUO\ WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RIUHVXUJHQW
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGLGHQWLWLHV WRVRFLDO PHGLD DFWLYLVP GHPRQVWUDWLQJ WKDW WKH WZR
RVWHQVLEO\ VHSDUDWHDUHDVRI VWXG\ LQ IDFW KDYHPDQ\ DUHDVRI RYHUODS ,QWKH IROORZLQJ
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+LOO 
FRQFOXVLRQ ,LGHQWLI\ NH\SRLQWV LQP\ DQDO\VLV WKDW FRQWULEXWH WRWKHUHVHDUFK OLWHUDWXUH
PDLQO\ DWWKH LQWHUVHFWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV VWXGLHV FXOWXUDO VWXGLHV DQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQ VWXGLHV
DVZHOO DVZKHUH LVVXHV ZHUHUDLVHG WKDWZDUUDQW IXUWKHU LQYHVWLJDWLRQ )LQDOO\ ,SUHVHQW DIHZ
VXJJHVWLRQV IRUZKDW WKH VWDWHPHQWV WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV SURYLGHG PD\ LQGLFDWH IRUWKH
IXWXUH RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH
5HIOHFWLRQVRQ,QGLJHQRXV 5HVXUJHQFHLQ7KHRU\DQG LQ6WXG\
6LPSVRQ GHFODUHV WKDW QHZ OHDGHUVZKRKDYH DJURXQGLQJ LQ WUDGLWLRQDO ,QGLJHQRXV
YDOXHV DQGOLIHZD\V DUHQHHGHGIRU ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH PRYHPHQWV 6KHILQGV KRSH
LQKHU REVHUYDWLRQV RIVXFK OHDGHUV HPHUJLQJ ZLWKLQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV EXWODPHQWV
WKDW WKHQDWXUH RI,QGLJHQRXV DSSURDFKHV WROHDGHUVKLS DUHstill “rarely seen in print” (IELG
7KLV WKHVLV SXWV LQWR SULQW VRPHRIWKH HYHU\GD\ SUDFWLFHV WDNLQJ SODFHERWKRIIOLQH DQG
RQVRFLDO PHGLD RI ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVZKRREVHUYH WKHSULQFLSOHV RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH
0\IRFXV LV QRWRQWKH WUDGLWLRQDO YDOXHV WKDW LQIRUP UHVXUJHQW OHDGHUVKLS SUDFWLFHV 6LQFH ,
DPQRWDPHPEHU RIWKH,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ ,DPQRW LQ DSRVLWLRQ WRFULWLTXH ZKHWKHU RU
not my collaborators’ praxes on social media reflect traditional Indigenous approaches or 
YDOXHV ,QVWHDG ,DLP WRVKHGOLJKW RQZKDW HYHU\GD\ DFWVRI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH ORRN OLNH
LQ WKH FRQWHPSRUDU\ PRPHQW DVSUDFWLFHGE\DQHPHUJLQJ JURXSRI IHPDOH ,QGLJHQRXV
OHDGHUV DQGZLWKLQ WKH FRPPXQLWLHV DQGVRFLDO VSDFHVWKDW WKH\RFFXS\ 
$OIUHG DQG&RUQWDVVHO &RXOWKDUG DQG6LPSVRQ FLWH FRQQHFWLRQ
WRWUDGLWLRQDO FXOWXUDO VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO YDOXHV DVUHTXLUHPHQWV RIUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV
OHDGHUV1RQHRIP\ FROODERUDWRUV FLWHG WKHRUHWLFDO PRGHOV RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DV
JXLGLQJ WKHLU SHUVRQDO OHDGHUVKLS SUDFWLFHV EXWDOO VSRNHRI WKH UHODWLRQVKLSV ODQGV
WUDGLWLRQV DQG FHUHPRQLHV WKDW KDYH LQIOXHQFHG WKHLU DSSURDFKHV WREXLOGLQJ WKHLU
FRPPXQLWLHV $FFRUGLQJO\ WKURXJKRXW WKLV WKHVLV ,DUJXHG WKDW WKHLU LQWHUYHQWLRQV RQVRFLDO
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+LOO 
media evince my collaborators’ embodiment of leadership praxes that support the ideology of 
,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH 0\ IRFXVon my collaborators’ discussions ofWKH WRSLFV–OHDGHUVKLS
FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ DQG,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ –WKDW FORVHO\ DOLJQ ZLWK WKHSULQFLSOHV RI
,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH ZDVGHOLEHUDWH EXW VWLOO OLPLWLQJ 2QWKHRQHKDQG IURP P\
SUHOLPLQDU\ REVHUYDWLRQV RIWKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD XVH,VXVSHFWHG WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV ZRXOG
FRQILUP LQRXULQWHUYLHZV WKDW WKHLU SHUVRQDO YDOXHV DQGOHDGHUVKLS SUDFWLFHV UHDGLO\ DOLJQ
ZLWK WKHSULQFLSOHV RIUHVXUJHQFH 2QWKHRWKHU KDQGP\JRDO IRU WKLV SURMHFWZDVWR
GHPRQVWUDWH WKDW HYHU\GD\ DFWVRI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DUHWDNLQJ SODFHRQVRFLDO PHGLD
DQGWKHUHIRUH VKRXOG EHFRQVLGHUHG ZLWKLQ PHGLD DQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQV VFKRODUVKLS DVZHOO DV
,QGLJHQRXV VWXGLHV )RUWKHODWWHU UHDVRQ ,NQHZ LWZRXOG EHQHFHVVDU\ WRH[FOXGH LQWHUYLHZ
GDWDQRWREYLRXVO\ UHODWHG WRUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVKLS DVLW FDQEHDUWLFXODWHG RQVRFLDO
PHGLD )RUH[DPSOH PDQ\ RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV VSRNHH[WHQVLYHO\ DERXWWKH LPSRUWDQFH RI
“JHWWLQJ RXWRQWKH Oand” DVDPHDQLQJIXO DVSHFWRI,QGLJHQRXV H[SHULHQFH DQG LGHQWLW\ IRU
themselves and other Indigenous peoples. Coulthard likewise stresses that “[a]ccess to land is 
essential” for Indigenous resurgence to be realized (2014, 176). In this thesis though, I only 
LQFOXGHG DEULHI QRGWRWKHFHQWUDOLW\ RIODQGEDVHG SUDFWLFHV IRUP\ FROODERUDWRUV DVOHDGHUV ,
GLGQRW DVNP\ FROODERUDWRUV VSHFLILF TXHVWLRQV DERXWKRZ WKH\ UHSUHVHQW DFRQQHFWLRQ WRWKH
ODQG DVSDUWRIWKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ RQVRFLDO PHGLD DQGWKHUHIRUH GLGQRW KDYH WKHGDWD
UHTXLUHG WRPDNHLQVLJKWIXO FODLPV DERXWKRZ WKDW DVSHFWRIUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVKLS
SUD[HV WUDQVODWHV WRRQOLQH VSDFHV,ZLOO QRZFRQFHQWUDWH RQZKHUH VRPHRIWKHRWKHU WRSLFV
WKDW ,LQFOXGHG LQ WKLV WKHVLV FRQWULEXWH WRWKHUHVHDUFK OLWHUDWXUH DVZHOO DVZKHUH OLPLWV ZHUH




7KH DQDO\WLFDO ZRUNRIWKLV WKHVLV EHJDQZLWK DQRYHUYLHZ RI WKHVRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO
VWUXFWXUHV RI WKHFRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV EHORQJ WR
DFURVV&DQDGDDQGVSHFLILFDOO\ LQ<XNRQ 5HVHDUFK OLWHUDWXUH RQOLIH LQ<XNRQ LVVFDQW
3URYLGLQJ WKLV RYHUYLHZ EHJLQV WRORFDWH WKHSHUVRQDO FXOWXUDO DQGFURVVFXOWXUDO H[SHULHQFHV
DQGNQRZOHGJHV Irom where my collaborators’ overlapping approaches to leadership and 
FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ HPHUJH 0RUHRYHU LWDGGVLQVLJKW LQWR FRQWHPSRUDU\ VRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO
OLIH IRU \RXQJ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ LQ <XNRQ0\FROODERUDWRUV DWWHVWHG WRWKH IDFW WKDW LQ
PDQ\ ZD\VFRPPXQLW\ OLIH IRU,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV LQ<XNRQ LVPXFK OLNH LW LV IRU
WKHLU FRXQWHUSDUWV LQ RWKHU UHJLRQV RI&DQDGD,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ OHDGHUV LQ<XNRQ IDFH
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ IURP VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VWDWHDQGVRFLHW\ EDVHGRQWKHLU LQWHUVHFWLQJ UDFHDQG
JHQGHU LGHQWLWLHV EXW DOVRHQFRXQWHU FHUWDLQ EDUULHUV WRWKHLU OHDGHUVKLS ZLWKLQ WKHLU
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV 0\FROODERUDWRUV OLNH UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV IURP DFURVV
&DQDGDILQG WKHVWUHQJWK WRFRQIURQW VXFKEDUULHUV E\FRQQHFWLQJ WKHPVHOYHV DQGRWKHUVZLWK
WKHSRVLWLYH DQGHPSRZHULQJ SDUWV RIWKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUHV DQGLGHQWLWLHV 
2ISDUWLFXODU VLJQLILFDQFH IRUVFKRODUVKLS RQ<XNRQ ZDVWKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV
FRQILUPHG WKHLPSRUWDQW DIIRUGDQFH RIVRFLDO PHGLD IRUDOORZLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV <XNRQHUV
RSSRUWXQLWLHV WRFRQQHFW ZLWK DQGUHSUHVHQW WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV FXOWXUHV DQGFRPSOH[
LGHQWLWLHV WRRXWVLGHUV $OLD KDVSURYLGHG VLJQLILFDQW VFKRODUO\ DFFRXQWV RIKRZ ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOH LQ<XNRQ KDYH FDUYHGRXWVSDFHIRUWKHPVHOYHV LQ QDWLRQDO PHGLDVFDSH VXJJHVWLQJ
that even though Indigenous residents of Canada’s smallest territory are geographically 
LVRODWHG WKH\KDYH ORQJ EHHQDGHSWDWLQVHUWLQJ WKHPVHOYHV LQ QDWLRQDO FRQYHUVDWLRQV E\
FUHDWLQJ WKHLU RZQPHGLD ). While Alia’s FODLP VWLOO ULQJV WUXH WRGD\ WKHPHGLD WKDW VKH
IRFXVHV RQUDGLR DQGWHOHYLVLRQ DUHVZLIWO\ EHFRPLQJ RXWGDWHG DVWKHSUHIHUUHG PRGHVRI
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ DQGPHGLDPDNLQJ DPRQJ ,QGLJHQRXV <XNRQHUV. This thesis builds on Alia’s 
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ZRUNE\SURYLGLQJ LQVLJKW LQWR KRZFRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ LQ <XNRQ FRQWLQXH WKH
tradition of making a “disproportionately large contribution to Indigenous politics and media” 
E\LQWHUYHQLQJ LQ DQGWKURXJK VRFLDO PHGLD $OLD %\ZD\RI WKHLU SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ
7ZLWWHU FRQYHUVDWLRQV VXUURXQGLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV LVVXHV DQGPRYHPHQWV DQGWKHLU EXLOGLQJ RI
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV RQ)DFHERRNOLNH 5H0DWULDWH DQG2XU9RLFHV P\FROODERUDWRUV DUH
LQVHUWLQJ IHPDOH ,QGLJHQRXV YRLFHV IURP <XNRQ LQWR QHZ GLVFXUVLYH VSDFHVLQ WKH QDWLRQDO
PHGLDVFDSH 
,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ DQGQRUWKHUQ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ LQSDUWLFXODU DUHRQHRI WKHPRVW
PLVXQGHUVWRRG DQGXQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG SRSXODWLRQV LQ &DQDGD7KH H[SHULHQFHV DQGDSSURDFKHV
RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV DVIHPDOH ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV DGGVWRWKHVFKRODUO\ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RIZKDW
it means to be a contemporary Indigenous woman in one of Canada’s most isolated, but 
LQFUHDVLQJO\ FRQQHFWHG UHJLRQV LQ &DQDGD6LPXOWDQHRXVO\ sharing my collaborators’ wordV
SUREOHPDWL]HV KHJHPRQLF PHGLD GLVFRXUVHV DERXW,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV QRW MXVW LQ<XNRQ
RUWKH1RUWKEXW DFURVV&DQDGD0HGLDSRUWUD\DOV RI,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WHQGWRIRFXV
RQWKHG\VIXQFWLRQDO DVSHFWVEXWP\ FROODERUDWRUV DWWHVWHG WKDW FRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV DUHFRPSOH[ DQGFKDQJLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DUHRIWHQ VXSSRUWLYH DQG
LQFOXVLYH DQGPDQ\ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ OHDGHUV DUHWDNLQJ LQQRYDWLYH DSSURDFKHV WR
DGGUHVVLQJ WKHSUREOHPV LQ WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV LQFOXGLQJ LQFUHDVLQJ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ DPRQJ
PHPEHUV DQGVHHNLQJ VXSSRUW IURP WKHH[WHQGHG ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ YLD VRFLDO PHGLD
0\H[SORUDWLRQ RIKRZP\ FROODERUDWRUV EXLOG ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ ZLWK DQLQZDUG
IRFXV ZKHWKHU RIIOLQH RURQOLQH H[HPSOLILHV DOWHUQDWLYH OHDGHUVKLS SUD[HV WRGRPLQDQW
UHFRJQLWLRQEDVHG HIIRUWV 0\FROODERUDWRUV’ VWDWHPHQWV DOVRPDNH HYLGHQW WKDW HPHUJLQJ
IHPDOH OHDGHUV LQ FRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV PXVW FRQWHQG ZLWK QRW RQO\ WKH
LQIOXHQFH RIWKHSDWULDUFKDO VHWWOHUFRORQLDO VRFLHW\ RXWVLGH RI WKHLU FRPPXQLWLHV EXWDOVR DVLW
KDVVKDSHG WKHVRFLDO DQGSROLWLFDO LGHQWLILFDWLRQV RISHRSOHZLWKLQ WKHP ,SRLQWHG WRVRPHRI
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WKH FXOWXUDO DQG FURVVcultural gendered expectations that inform my collaborators’ particular 
DSSURDFKHV WROHDGLQJ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV EXW,ZRXOG KDYH OLNHG WRKDYHEHHQ
DEOH WRQXDQFH WKLV VHFWLRQ IXUWKHU 6LPSVRQ DQG&RXOWKDUG ERWKSODFHJHQGHU
HTXLW\ DVDIRXQGDWLRQDO HOHPHQW RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DQGFDOO RQ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV WR
GHPDQG WKDWPLVRJ\Q\ FRPHV WRDQHQGQRW RQO\ LQ VHWWOHU VRFLHW\ EXW DOVRLQ WKHLU RZQ
VRFLHWLHV $IHZRIP\FROODERUDWRUV OLNH &ODLUH $QJHOD DQG0HODLQD PDGH VLPLODU
VWDWHPHQWV $IDVFLQDWLQJ IXWXUH VWXG\ZRXOG GLYH GHHSHULQWRKRZ UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV
IHPLQLVWV XVHVRFLDO PHGLD WRSURPRWH WKHLU FDXVHDQGDVVHUW WKHLU GHPDQGV $VDSRLQW RI
departure, Huhndorf, Suzack, Perreault, and Barman’s collection on Indigenous women’s 
DFWLYLVP DQGDSSURDFKHV WROHDGHUVKLS RIIOLQH ,QGLJHQRXV:RPHQDQG)HPLQLVP3ROLWLFV
$FWLYLVP&XOWXUHFRXOGEHFRPSDUHG WRKRZ ,QGLJHQRXV ZRPHQ SUDFWLFH DSROLWLFV RI
UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV IHPLQLVP LQ RQOLQH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV
'LVFXVVLQJ WKHYDULRXV FRPPXQLWLHV WKDWP\FROODERUDWRUV DUHEXLOGLQJ RQVRFLDO
PHGLD ,DUJXHG WKDW WKH\ DUHFUHDWLQJ VSDFHIRU UHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV ZLWKLQ WKH
H[SDQVH RIVRFLDO PHGLD VLWHV ,DQDO\]HG WZR)DFHERRNFRPPXQLWLHV DGPLQLVWHUHG E\P\
FROODERUDWRUV 5H0DWULDWH DQG2XU9RLFHV DVH[DPSOHV RIVRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW
HPSRZHU WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO PHPEHUV WRVXSSRUW DQGSURPRWH DQ DJHQGDRI,QGLJHQRXV
UHVXUJHQFH LQFOXGLQJ WKHUHFRQVWUXFWLRQ RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ 0\DQDO\VLV SUHVHQWV ILQGLQJV
WKDW FRQWULEXWH WRWKHEXUJHRQLQJ ERG\RIOLWHUDWXUH RQVRFLDO PHGLD DFWLYLVP DQGDIIHFW
VKRZLQJ FRQVLVWHQF\ ZLWK VWXGLHV WKDW KLJKOLJKW KRZLQGLYLGXDOV DUHGUDZQ WRSROLWLFDOO\
FKDUJHG FRPPXQLWLHV DQGFRQYHUVDWLRQV RQ VRFLDO PHGLD WKURXJK SHUVRQDO DQGHPRWLRQDO
FRQQHFWLRQV 6XFK VWXGLHV WHQG WRFRQFHQWUDWH RQIODVKSRLQWV RIDFWLYLVP RUODUJHVFDOH SURWHVW
PRYHPHQWV OLNH .RQ\*DUGH+DQVHQ DQG*RUWRQ 2FFXS\:DOO 6WUHHW%HQQHWW
DQG6HJHUEHUJ 3DSDFKDULVVL WKH$UDE6SULQJ 3DSDFKDULVVL RU,GOH1R
0RUH7XSSHU &RDWHV7KLV WKHVLV GHPRQVWUDWHV WKDW HYHU\GD\ DFWLYLVP HIIRUWV DV

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ZHOO DVHYROYLQJ VRFLDO PRYHPHQWV OLNH ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH DOVREHQHILW IURP WKH
DIIHFWLYHO\ FKDUJHG GLVFXUVLYH VSDFHVWKDW DUHFDUYHGRXWE\DQG IRUDFWLYLVW FRPPXQLWLHV RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD +RZHYHU JLYHQ WKDWPRVW RIP\ FROODERUDWRUV VDLG WKH\ UDUHO\ MRLQ LQRSHQ
FRPPXQLWLHV RUWKHEURDGFRQYHUVDWLRQV WKDW WDNHSODFHYLD KDVKWDJV IRU H[DPSOH WKHLU
UHVXUJHQW LGHRORJLHV PD\ RQO\ UHDFK WKRVHZKRVHHNDQGMRLQ WKH,QGLJHQRXVGRPLQDWHG
VRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV WKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV DGPLQLVWHU RUIHHO VDIH HQRXJK WRSDUWLFLSDWH
LQ)ROORZLQJ 9LYLHQQH ,FRQWHQGHG WKDW E\VHOHFWLQJ WKH DXGLHQFHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV ZLWK
ZKRP WKH\ ZDQW WRVKDUH WKHLU VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV P\FROODERUDWRUV WDNHRZQHUVKLS RYHU
WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV DQGSUDFWLFH UHVXUJHQFH DWWKHOHYHO RI WKHVHOI DQG WKHOHYHO RI
FRPPXQLW\ 0RUHUHVHDUFKZLWK WKHPRVW RXWVSRNHQ VRFLDO PHGLD DFWLYLVWV DPRQJ P\
FROODERUDWRUV LQFOXGLQJ &KDQWDO -HQHHQ DQG6DPDQWKD DVZHOO DVDGGLWLRQDO DFWLYLVWV LQ WKH
,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ ZRXOG DGGDQHYHQ ULFKHU FRQWULEXWLRQ E\H[SORULQJ HYHU\GD\
DFWLYLVP DQGUHVXUJHQFH DWVRFLHWDO DQGSROLWLFDO OHYHOV 
7\LQJ P\ GLVFXVVLRQ RI FRPPXQLW\ EXLOGLQJ WR,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ P\ SULQFLSDO
FRQFHUQ ZDVZLWK WKH IHHOLQJV RI SULGHDQG HPSRZHUPHQW WKDWP\ FROODERUDWRUV VDLG WKH\ DLP
to embody and transmit on social media. Employing Alfred and Corntassels’ notion WKDW WKH
FRQVWUXFWLRQ RIUHVXUJHQW ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLWLHV PXVW EHJLQ DWWKH OHYHO RIWKH VHOI ,
argued that my collaborators’ proud VHOIUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIWKHLU LQGLYLGXDO LGHQWLWLHV RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD LQFOXGLQJ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DUHUHVXUJHQW SUD[HV:KLOH WKH IHOW
LPSRUWDQFH RIVXFK LQWHUYHQWLRQV IRUP\FROODERUDWRUV WKHPVHOYHV ZDVGHPRQVWUDWHG WKH
UHVHDUFKPRGHO UHVWULFWHG PHWRVSHFXODWLRQ DERXWEURDGHUDIIHFWLYH DQGGLVFXUVLYH LPSDFWV
6RPHRIP\FROODERUDWRUV HQMR\ ODUJH DXGLHQFHV RQ VRFLDO PHGLD DQGVRPHKDYH H[SUHVVHG
WKHLU LGHDRI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ EH\RQG WKHLU VRFLDO PHGLD FRPPXQLWLHV LQFOXGLQJ LQ WKH
PDLQVWUHDP PHGLD 0RVWKRZHYHU FRXOGRQO\ VWDWHKRSHDQGEHOLHI WKDW WKHLU LQGLYLGXDO
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RIHPSRZHUHG ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ HIIHFW KRZFROOHFWLYH ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ LV

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DUWLFXODWHG LQERWK,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV GLVFRXUVH $OIUHG DQG&RUQWDVVHO DUJXH
WKDW DQHPSRZHUHG VHQVHRI VHOI UHVRQDWHV RXWZDUGO\ IURP ,QGLJHQRXV LQGLYLGXDOV
WUDQVPLWWLQJ DGHFRORQL]LQJ DIIHFW ZLWKLQ WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV /LNHZLVH ,DUJXH
that my collaborators’ personalized and proud representations of Indigenous identity 
WUDQVPLWV DQHPSRZHULQJ DIIHFW DPRQJ ,QGLJHQRXV DXGLHQFHV ZLWKLQ FHUWDLQ VRFLDO PHGLD
VSDFHVDQGRQOLQH ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV $IDFWLRQ RIFRPPXQLFDWLRQ VWXGLHV H[SORUHV KRZ
LQGLYLGXDO DQGFROOHFWLYH LGHQWLWLHV DUHFRQWLQJHQWO\ DUWLFXODWHG RQVRFLDO PHGLD WKLV WKHVLV KDV
VKRZQ WKDW WKH,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH IUDPHZRUN FDQDOVR EHDXVHIXO WKHRUHWLFDO PRGHO IRU
WKHSXUSRVHRI DQDO\]LQJ ,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ FRQVWUXFWLRQ RQVRFLDO PHGLD
:KLOH P\ VDPSOH RIFROODERUDWRUV LVVPDOO DQGQRW UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RIWKHLU
GHPRJUDSKLF DVDZKROH DIHZ LPSOLFDWLRQV RI RXUUHVHDUFK DUHFOHDU)RUDQHPDQFLSDWRU\
SDUDGLJP RI ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH WREHUHDOL]HG DWDVRFLHWDO OHYHO LW LV FULWLFDO WKDW
,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV UHFODLP WKHGRPLQDQW GHILQLWLRQ RIZKDW LWPHDQV WREH,QGLJHQRXV IURP
VHWWOHUFRORQLDO GLVFRXUVH 0HGLD LV DFULWLFDO DSSDUDWXV IRU XSKROGLQJ VHWWOHUFRORQLDO
KHJHPRQ\ DQGDOORZLQJ VHWWOHUFRORQLDO PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV DQGHVVHQWLDOLVW UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI
,QGLJHQHLW\ WRGRPLQDWH %\ WDNLQJ DGYDQWDJH RIWKHFRQQHFWLYH DIIRUGDQFHV RI VRFLDO PHGLD
WRUHDOL]H WKHLU UHVXUJHQW YLVLRQV RI ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLW\ DQGLGHQWLW\ P\FROODERUDWRUV DUH
PRUH WKDQ FRXQWHULQJ VHWWOHUFRORQLDO PHGLD GLVFRXUVH WKH\ DUHUHFRQVWUXFWLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
LGHQWLW\ DQGFRPPXQLW\ E\SUDFWLFLQJ HPERG\LQJ DQGSURXGO\ UHSUHVHQWLQJ WKHVH FRQFHSWV
IRU DOO WRVHH+RZHYHU VXFK UHVXUJHQW DUWLFXODWLRQV RI ,QGLJHQHLW\ E\P\FROODERUDWRUV DQG
LQGHHG DOO ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHVZLOO RQO\ EHOHJLEOH WRWKRVHZKR DUHRSHQWRVXFK DQHZ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ 1HLWKHU WKHPHGLD QRU DFDGHPLD LV NHHSLQJ SDFHZLWK WKH UDWHRIFKDQJH
KDSSHQLQJ LQ ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV 7REHWWHUXQGHUVWDQG FRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV DQGFRPPXQLWLHV UHVHDUFKHUV DQGMRXUQDOLVWV FDQWXUQ WRVRFLDO PHGLD :HPXVW EH
DZDUHWKDW WKH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ DQGFRPPXQLW\ WKDWZHVHHRQVRFLDO

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PHGLD RQO\ WHOO SDUWRIWKH VWRU\ EXWDWOHDVW LW LV WKHSDUWWKDW ,QGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV WKHPVHOYHV
ZDQW WRKDYH WROG
,PDJLQLQJ )XWXUHV
$V,ZULWH WKLV FRQFOXVLRQ WKHWKLUG DQQXDO 2XU9RLFHV JDWKHULQJ LVVFKHGXOHG WRWDNH
SODFHRQ&KDPSDJQH DQG$LVKLKLN 7HUULWRU\ MXVW RXWVLGH RI+DLQHV -XQFWLRQ <XNRQ QH[W
ZHHN$GPLQLVWUDWRUV IRUWKH2XU9RLFHV)DFHERRNSDJHLH.OXDQH DQG&KDQWDO DQG
SRVVLEO\ DIHZRWKHUV DUHSRVWLQJ XSGDWHVPXOWLSOH WLPHV SHUGD\KRSLQJ WRDWWUDFW \RXWK
SDUWLFLSDQWV WRWKH HYHQW7KHLU HIIRUWV DUHFOHDUO\ JHQHUDWLQJ H[FLWHPHQW DPRQJ 2XU9RLFHV
FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV YLVLEOH LQ WKHIRUP RI OLNHV DQGHQWKXVLDVWLF FRPPHQWV RQWKHSRVWV
0HDQZKLOH WKHPRVW UHFHQW5H0DWULDWH PHPH KDVJHQHUDWHG OLNHV KDVEHHQVKDUHG
WLPHV DQGKDVUHFHLYHG VL[ SRVLWLYH FRPPHQWV 5H0DWULDWH-XO\ :KHQ ,ORJLQ WR
Twitter, Samantha’s handle appears at the top of my feed, Twitter’s algorithms having 
FDOFXODWHG DKLJK SUREDELOLW\ WKDW ,OLNH KHUODWHVW WZHHW VXSSRUWLQJ WKH WUHQGLQJ KDVKWDJ
1RW<RXU1DWLYH6WHUHRW\SH The focus of Chantal’s tweets and posts on her personal 
Facebook profile has shifted a bit recently. Since the birth of her daughter, many of Chantal’s 
XSGDWHV DUHQRZDERXW EDODQFLQJ KHUSUHYLRXV UROHVZLWK EHLQJ DQHZPRP EXW KHU
,QGLJHQRXV7RGD\)DFHERRNSDJH UHPDLQV XSWRGDWHZLWK WKHODWHVW ,QGLJHQRXV QHZV6HYHUDO
ZHHNVDJR&KDQWDO WZHHWHG WKDW KHUPRVW UHFHQW SRVWRQWKHSDJHKDGUHSRUWHGO\ EHHQYLHZHG
E\RYHU)DFHERRNXVHUV
7KHVH H[DPSOHV GHPRQVWUDWH WKDW LQ WKHRYHUKDOI D\HDU VLQFH ,LQWHUYLHZHG HDFKRI
P\FROODERUDWRUV QRWPXFK KDVFKDQJHG UHJDUGLQJ WKHLU RQJRLQJ SUD[HVRIOHDGHUVKLS








P\FROODERUDWRUV KDYH DFFRPSOLVKHG JRDOV ZKLFK WKH\ DGGHGSKRWRV RIDQGSRVWVDERXW RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD WRLQVSLUH WKHLU DXGLHQFHV -HQHHQ FRPSOHWHG DQDGYDQFHGGHJUHH DQGH[KLELWHG
KHUDUWLQ JDOOHU\ VKRZV&KDQWDO EHFDPHDPRWKHU (ULQ 3ZDVaccepted to a Master’s 
SURJUDP (ULQ /DQG6DPDQWKD DUHHQWHULQJ WKHLU VHFRQG\HDURIODZ VFKRRO DQG&ODLUH KDV
taken on additional executive positions with her First Nations’ corporate entities WRQDPH MXVW
DIHZ6XFK DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV QHFHVVLWDWH QHZUROHV EXW WKHFRUHYDOXHV WKDW KDYH LQVSLUHG P\
FROODERUDWRUV DVOHDGHUV DQGZKLFK DUHDWWKHKHDUW RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH FRQWLQXH WR
FULWLFDOO\ LQIRUP WKHLU OLYHV ZRUNDQGLGHQWLWLHV $FXUVRU\ JODQFH DWDQ\RIP\ FROODborators’ 
VRFLDO PHGLD SURILOHV GHPRQVWUDWHV WKHLU RQJRLQJ FRPPLWPHQW WRSURXGO\ UHSUHVHQWLQJ
,QGLJHQRXV LGHQWLW\ 7KH)DFHERRNFRPPXQLW\ SDJHV WKDW WKH\PDQDJH VWLOO UHVRQDWH DQHWKRV
RIFDUHDQGVXSSRUW DQGZHOFRPH ,QGLJHQRXV DQGQRQ,QGLJHQRXV VXSSRUWHUV DOLNH
7KLV WKHVLV GHOLEHUDWHO\ DYRLGV VSHFLI\LQJ KRZ ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV LQFOXGLQJ P\
FROODERUDWRUV VKRXOG DSSURDFKGHFRORQL]DWLRQ DQGUHVXUJHQFH ,QVWHDGP\DSSURDFKZDVWR
OLVWHQ VR,FRXOG ILQG FRQQHFWLRQV EHWZHHQZKDW P\FROODERUDWRUV VD\DERXWWKHZRUNWKDW WKH\
DUHDOUHDG\ GRLQJ ZLWK WKHLU ,QGLJHQRXV FRPPXQLWLHV DQGZKDW ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH
GHPDQGV RILWV OHDGHUV ,QGRLQJ WKLV ZRUN,VXSSRUW ,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH LQ WKHRU\ DQG
GHPRQVWUDWH LW DVDYLDEOH DQGZRUWK\ SUDFWLFH IRUERWK H[LVWLQJ DQGHPHUJLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV
FRPPXQLWLHV DQGOHDGHUV%\TXRWLQJ P\FROODERUDWRUV GLUHFWO\ ,KRQRXUHG WKHLU RSLQLRQV DQG
XQGHUVWDQGLQJV %\ OLQNLQJ WKHLU LGHDV WRHVWDEOLVKHG ,QGLJHQRXV WKHRULHV DVZHOO DVWRUHODWHG
FRQFHSWV IURP ILHOGV DFURVVWKHKXPDQLWLHV ,DPSOLILHG WKHLU YRLFHV VRWKDW WKH\ FDQUHDFK
academic audiences. By aligning my collaborators’ experiences on social media to those of 
RWKHU VRFLDO PHGLD XVHUV VXPPDUL]HG LQ UHODWHG VWXGLHV ,DGGHGWKHLU VWRULHV WRWKHJURZLQJ
ERG\RIUHVHDUFK WKDW H[SORUHV KRZPDUJLQDOL]HG LQGLYLGXDOV IRUP FRPPXQLWLHV DQG
UHDUWLFXODWH LGHQWLWLHV RQVRFLDO PHGLD :KLOH ZRUNVOLNH WKLV JURZWKHERG\RIUHVHDUFK
OLWHUDWXUH UHODWHG WRWKHSDUDGLJP RI,QGLJHQRXV UHVXUJHQFH HPHUJLQJ ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUV DUH

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FRQWLQXLQJ WRFXOWLYDWH WKH WKHRU\ LQ SUDFWLFH )RUGLUHFWLRQ VXFKQHZ OHDGHUVZLOO ORRNWRWKH
ODQG WUDGLWLRQV FHUHPRQLHV VWRULHV DQGNLQ WKDW KDYH JXLGHG ,QGLJHQRXV OHDGHUVKLS IRU
FHQWXULHV $VEULGJHV EHWZHHQ WUDGLWLRQDO DQGFRQWHPSRUDU\ ,QGLJHQRXV FXOWXUHV KRZHYHU
WKH\ PD\ DOVR VHHNFRQQHFWLRQV WRQHZSHRSOH DQGQHZFRPPXQLWLHV WRLQVSLUH WKHLU
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